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Use it or lose it forever!
We’ve seen the demise of the
Pheasant pub in Ballinger and
Perfection hair salon in Prestwood during the last couple of
months and now it appears that
South Heath Stores is also likely
to close. How many other homeor office-based local businesses
have failed in recent months is
anyone’s guess. They may share
some similar causes but chief
among them are surely the
changing patterns of modern
shopping and an apparent aversion by local consumers to proactively support village amenities.
We would be rightly pilloried
for even suggesting that there are
any green shoots of recovery in the

wider economy but there are some
local good news stories if you look
around. We have a new organic
butcher in Prestwood, a recentlyopened delicatessen in Great Missenden and the Village Cafe is even
baking fresh bread again.
When South Heath Stores
eventually closes, the villagers in
that area will have to travel to get
their newspapers and other conveniences. The price tag per item
in the supermarket may be lower
but what about the petrol, the
extra wear and tear and your
time? Having local amenities is a
no-brainer but it’s a two-way
street; consumers need to commit to support them but business

Closed – The Pheasant
owners need to provide what the
consumers need, market their
services effectively and – particularly in the current economic climate – run a ‘lean’ business.

You have already lost some of
your amenities but the survival of
those that remain will depend on
a symbiotic partnership between
you – the consumer – and the

Closed – Perfection salon
local business. So when you next
plan to drive to a branch of a
global mega-store for your daily
newspaper , a loaf of bread or any
other product – or even if you’re

in business yourself and are buying business services – please
think about using products and
services from the HP16 area first.
You will be doing us all a favour.

Oldham Hall reinvents itself

Closing – South Heath Stores?

The Oldham Hall in Great
Missenden reopened in January for use by the whole community as a modern meeting
and function venue following
complete refurbishment.
It was a dismal day when
the roof caught fire on Friday,
15 February 2008, and it could
have been the end of the Victorian building which was the
original village school, named
after its founder James Oldham
Oldham, whose descendants
still live in the area.
Instead the Parochial
Church Council claimed its insurance and allocated some
extra funds which, together
with donations, enabled necessary repairs to be carried out,

bringing the hall bang up to
date. The Oldham Hall is now
open for regular bookings and
for one-off events accommodating up to 100 people offer-

Oldham hall interior
after refurbishment

ing a bright and airy interior,
with a fully equipped kitchen
and improved heating.
For booking enquiries
please contact 01494 864610.
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Stuart Jones (07771 802776), Sharon Kavanagh
(01494 488820) and Colin Veysey (01494 862257)
would like to thank the growing number of
people who contribute in many different ways to
make this enterprise a success. Your time and
talents are very valuable and much appreciated.

HP16 -The Source
c/o Great Missenden Library
High Street, Great Missenden HP16 0AL
Website: www.hp16.org.uk
Editorial: email editor@hp16.org.uk
Advertising: email adverts@hp16.org.uk
Events: email events@hp16.org.uk
© HP16 CIC 2009. It is our policy to correct any errors in print. If you
find an error of fact in these pages please let us know. We will carry any
corrections or clarifications at the earliest opportunity. While every care
has been taken to ensure that the data in this publication is accurate, neither the publisher nor its editorial contributors can accept, and hereby
disclaim, any liability to any party to loss or damage caused by errors or
omissions resulting from negligence, accident or any other cause.
HP16 - The Source does not officially endorse any advertising material
included within this publication. However, we are proud to be associated
with businesses in HP16 area and hope that you will support them.
To protect the rights of authors, we have to state that all rights are reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in any retrieval system, or transmitted in any form – electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording or otherwise. However, if contacted, we are
happy to assist you to obtain the rights to use articles or photographs in
non-profit situations or arrange an appropriate payment structure for
commercial applications.

HP16 – The Source is independent and
non political.
This community newspaper is printed on
100% recycled paper. Please recycle it again.

ISSUE 8, FEB/MARCH 2009
Deadline for contributions and
advertisements for April/May issue is
Friday 27th March 2009
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Destination HP16 Please get involved!

We are very keen to hear from you if you would like to be involved
in HP16 CIC. As it is a community organisation we are particularly
keen to welcome new community voting members. HP16 CIC will
use all its income and assets to promote its community benefit purposes, so membership will bring no financial interest or benefit (i.e.
the CIC will operate on a "non-profit distributing" basis). Each
member will have one vote. The subscription is £5 and acceptance
as a member is at the discretion of the board of HP16 CIC. Should
you simply wish to make a donation in addition or instead of
membership we would be very grateful for your support.

I

One Church Street gallery
The Artworks for Business group
supported by Chiltern District and
Bucks County councils is putting
together a programme of artistic
events and artist residencies in
HP16, with a view to making it the
Centre for Arts in Buckinghamshire – hence the name Destination HP16. Lyndsey Keeling,
Director of One Church Street
Gallery, will co-ordinate activities

and help to promote events. The
project will kick off with an Artworks for Business exhibition at
One Church Street Gallery in
March, followed by the 30th Anniversary of the Summer School
and special anniversary workshops
at Missenden Abbey in April. The
project also aims to set up artist
residencies with the C of E Primary
School and the Misbourne School.

I

I wish to become a member and enclose a cheque for £5
payable to HP16 CIC
and / or
I wish to make a donation to HP16 CIC and enclose a
cheque for
made payable to HP16 CIC

Full name:
Address:

Phone number:
Email address:

Please cut out this portion and return it in an envelope
with your cheque(s) to HP16 CIC, c/o Great Missenden
Library, High Street, Great Missenden, HP16 0AL.

Meeting at library
illuminates Source

MEMBERSHIP AGREEMENT - HP16 CIC
Registered Company Number: 06338762

We invited you to hear about how
we produce The Source in December. A small but perfectly
formed group of locals joined us
for tea and biscuits, a lively presentation and a chat about where
our newspaper is going. We need
more people to get involved to

In consideration of subscribing the sum of £5
I request that the Directors of HP16 CIC (“the
Company”) register me as a member of the
Company. I warrant that I am over 18 years
of age and reside in the HP16 area of Buckinghamshire.
I understand that by becoming a member
of the company I may lose my £5 subscription should the Company become insolvent.
I also understand that the only right I attain as
a result of membership is to vote at the

make it really self-sustaining - it
takes 35 days work to produce
each edition! If you want to know
how you can help please contact
us. Thanks again to Linda and her
colleagues at the library for their
hospitality. We’re happy to present
to other groups.

Source scores 100%
Responses to the reader survey in
our last edition were 100% positive. No really, this isn’t some political spin, everyone who replied
rated The Source completely

positively. It’s just that not many
people replied! So, please do us a
favour and tell us what you think
at www.hp16.org.uk so that we
know what to do for you.

Annual General Meeting of the Company or
such other meetings as the Company may
from time to time in its discretion call.
Specifically I understand that I have no
right to or expectation of the payment of any
dividend at any time either now or in the
future. The company has been formed to
support community activities and accordingly
any profits generated will be used to further
support and develop the operations of the
company.
I consent to my name being published as
a member of the Company.

Future editions
Edition

Deadline

April / May
June/July
September/October
November/December

Friday 27th March
Friday 29th May
Friday 28th August
Friday 31 October

High Society
The Prestwood Society is alive and
well and its next event will be the
Annual General Meeting on Tuesday 17 March at 8pm in Prestwood Village Hall. Like many
local community organisations
the Society is in need of volunteers
and currently requires an Honorary Secretary and, of course,
more members. The annual sub-

scription is only £2 per person and
if you would like to join or could
be interested in the Secretary role,
please contact David Hillas on
01494 863883 or email
david@hillas.globalnet.co.uk for
details. Both members and nonmembers are welcome to attend
the AGM, although only members
will be able to vote.

Infant school travel
Prestwood Infant School has
been awarded a full Level 3 Status
and Grant from the government
following the successful development and implementation of a
new Travel Plan. Following the
implementation of new policies

and procedures, more infant
school children are walking to
school in greater safety. In the
coming months the plan will be
developed further to ensure its
continued success and relevance
to the ever changing village scene.

Email: editor@hp16.org.uk
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New CEO at ROPE

Can I help too?
On Monday 23 February come
and see some of the many excellent works and varied roles that
are operating in our local community. Everyone benefits at
some point from the freely
given actions of others, whether
it be stewards at an event or attraction, a club or society, a
health charity, children’s work,
transport or even the paper
you’re reading. How do organisations find these generous
people? How do people find

the best way in which they can
contribute to a worthwhile
cause? Certainly it’s mostly invisibly, and often through gratitude for a service others have
given to them, but on 23 February from 2-6pm there will be an
opportunity at the Great Missenden Memorial Centre for organisations and the community
to come together. Organisations
will be able to share their purpose and opportunities for getting involved; the community

will be able to find out about
them. Come and explore the
possibilities as we build on the
Community
Vision
for
CV4HP16. For information call
Colin Veysey: 01494 862257

Tiger roars on
Tiger service at
the Link Road
Major improvements were introduced to the Tiger Line T1
bus service in January. Origi-

nally launched in July 2008, the
decision was taken by the operators to expand the timetable.

Based on customer feedback,
the main changes include: the
Great Missenden stop is now on
Link Road instead of at the railway station; more journeys to
and from Stoke Mandeville
Hospital; a revised Saturday
timetable; reduced weekly ticket
prices and acceptance of Bucks
Citizencard on the service. New
timetable leaflets are now available. If you have used the service, what do you think about it?
And if you live in any of our villages that are not served by it,
such as those between Great
Missenden and Chesham,
what’s your view about the
service? Please let us know.

Funding from LEADER
With half a million pounds to
spend in the next year the
Chilterns LEADER Local Action
Group approved its first two
grants in January. Chilterns
LEADER will be providing
grants for projects which benefit

the rural economy in the
Chilterns Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty. The money will
go to farmers, foresters, growers
and landowners, and some will
be available to businesses and
community groups. The first

grants are for a community-run
village shop and wood sawing
equipment. If you think you
have a possible project phone
the Project Officer for Chilterns
LEADER, Mike Furness, on
01844 210430.

The Great Missenden based
charity ROPE (Relief for Oppressed People Everywhere) has
announced the appointment of
Graham Fairbairn as their new
Chief Executive. ROPE Chairman, Andrew Burton, said:
“Graham’s experience working
in relief, development and
fundraising will help the Board
of ROPE build on the great
foundations that we already
have as a charity.” ROPE was
founded in 1991 by a local businessman Michael Wood who,
while travelling internationally,
made contact with Christians
around the world working with
the poor but often lacking the
resources to meet their needs.
Today the ROPE team of staff,
volunteers and supporters works
through Christian Partners in
over 50 countries seeking to
bring change to the lives of the
poor. Current projects include:
support for children’s welfare
and education, provision of

Graham Fairbairn – new
man at the helm of ROPE
water and sanitation facilities,
and employment generation
programmes. For further infor-

mation about ROPE please call
01494 866724, or visit the website www.rope.org.uk

A clean Time for a NAG?
sweep
A community clean up on a frosty
Sunday morning in early January
may not strike many people as fun
but the sun was out and the Great
Missenden Village Association litter pickers were at the ready. The
result, an hour later, was 15 black
bags of rubbish collected from the
High Street and Link Road, including a scooter handle and a pink
Wellington boot! As Dennis Keeling, Chairman of GMVA said: "As
an Association, we are determined
to put the ‘Great’ back into Missenden. A clean, litter free High
Street area is an important part of
giving people pride in this historic
village and making it an attractive
environment for visitors, shopping
and business.” In the meantime, a
much bigger clean up is being organised in May as part of the Keep
Britain Tidy “Big Tidy Up” campaign. With your support and involvement we can cover a much
wider area of the village. More details will be available in the next
edition of the Source and online at
www.thebigtidyup.org. You can
also call Seb Berry on 07949
208187 or email dkeeling@
onechurchstreet.co.uk for more
information.

Did you know that Prestwood,
Great Missenden and the surrounding area has a Neighbourhood Action Group? A NAG is
a key element in neighbourhood policing - it's all about the
ways in which we relate to the
police that we see in our villages
day by day. Your local NAG’s
current priorities are speeding,

antisocial behaviour and parking. What are the other things
that worry us, the things that
concern us, and the things we
see that we want the police to
deal with? You should be seeing
the NAG newsletter soon but
watch out for future editions of
The Source where we will tell
you more.
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INTERVIEW & ARTS

Farmer’s son
on front line
Growing up on a farm might
have persuaded many of us to
follow a career in agriculture but
that wasn’t for James Pusey of
Middlegrove Farm, Hyde End.
Now Captain Pusey of the Army
Air Corp, James has already seen
active service as a helicopter
pilot including tours of duty in
Iraq and Afghanistan. In his
most recent posting he was responsible for directing British
fighter jets to their targets during
the Army‘s Flying Rhino exercises in the Czech Republic. This
was a combined activity involving British, Czech, Danish and
Slovakian forces. James attended
the Beacon School, Berkhamsted
Collegiate School and Harper
Adams University Agricultural
College in Shropshire, before
graduating from officer training

Joan with iron-work in Prestwood Methodist
church, made by Joan’s uncle, the local blacksmith
Hyde End’s
Captain James Pusey

Prestwood’s
Focus on talented memory lane
at the Royal Military Academy at
Sandhurst. He will be involved

in Army exercises in Kenya later
this year.

artist & sculptor
An imposing metalwork owl
stands sentry at the gate to Mary
Orrom’s garden and studio, just
off the Rignall Road. Here Mary
shares studio space with Bob
Drake, and mentors a small
group of artists.
Mary’s early childhood in
North London was in an academic environment, her father
being an historian at the London
School of Economics. The fam-

ily was evacuated to Cambridge
during the war, and Mary went
to boarding school in Devon.
Leaving there at 16, with a place
gained at LSE but too young to
take it up, she aspired to be a
painter. However, this seemed
too frivolous during wartime, so
she sought work in documentary film-making. She became a
scriptwriter and director, and
her short films were used in cin-

Mary in her studio

emas throughout the country by
the Ministry of Information.
At the age of 23, and with a
new baby, Mary gave up work for
a while, and in the fifties she attended St Martins School of Art
studying sculpture and drawing.
In 1959, with her second husband, daughter and new baby,
she moved to Rignall Lodge. For
the next sixteen years, two more
children and more film work left
little time for sculpture but Mary
kept on painting whenever she
could. In 1975 Mary studied silversmithing at Harrow College,
exhibited at Goldsmiths, and
worked for nine years as a jeweller; however, Mary says “the
smallness of the work became irritating, and when a friend gave
me a bag of coarse clay I was
hooked!” Skills learnt for an
Amersham College ceramics
diploma proved wonderful for
this medium.
Mary has sculptures in
France, Italy, USA, Canada and
New Zealand. “It is a pleasure to
have my work taking on a new
life in someone else’s garden”
she says.
Mary’s work will be shown
at No.1 Church Street gallery in
April and for Bucks Open Studios in June.

Joan Axten (nee Peedle) shared
some of her memories in the last
issue of The Source. Here she
once again reveals life in Prestwood in the early 20th century.
There was no piped water in
Prestwood. Water was collected
in a large covered tank from the
roof of the house and was used
for everything. The water had to
be drawn with a bucket on a
rope, quite a hard job and frightening when it was windy, as
there was a danger of being
blown into the tank. Light in the
house was provided by oil lamps,
candles lighting the way to bed.
The milk was delivered round

the village in a pony and trap,
which carried the churns of
milk. It was measured out and
placed in a jug that was either
left on the doorstep or handed to
the milkman.
Cooking was done on a
range next to the fire. Many people grew vegetables and kept
chickens and often fattened a
pig. The bakery was in the High
Street, as it is today, and Stevens
provided meat. Edgar Groom
had a shop at the end of Chequers Lane, a general store, selling a variety of goods. His
daughter Marian sold flowers
from a shed next door. There

were grocers and a green grocer
in the village and many sweet
shops, two ounces of sweets
could be purchased for one
penny. The Post Office was in
the High Street.
Joan started at Moat Lane
school in 1920. There were six
classes in the school and the
Headmaster, Mr White, took the
Top class. Mrs Adams, Miss
Miller, Miss Seymour, Mr
Meredith, Mr Lawrence and
Miss Taylor were other teachers
that Joan recalls. Miss Seymour
and Mr Meredith lived opposite
the school and Miss Taylor lived
next to the bakery.

Email: editor@hp16.org.uk
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When I need a neighbour
Shovelling snow to
help the neighbours

We have a significant population
of elderly residents, or as one put
it ‘recycled teenagers’. One of

Buckinghamshire
County
Council’s policies is to maintain
residents in their own homes for

as long as it is safe to do so. It is
there that they live with their
memories of family, children

reared or memorable events in
their life. Statistics show that familiar surroundings and support networks of family and
friends can prolong life expectancy. However, some people
do not have sufficient regular
human contact, become increasingly isolated and, without stimulation, their general health and
welfare suffers.
Two pilot schemes are being
run in the county championing
the concept of us working even
more closely together as local
communities to identify those
most at risk, and develop an
even stronger local voice in offering what can simply be called
‘neighbourliness’.
Many people in our communities already work tirelessly
to run parish councils, luncheon
clubs, coffee mornings and raise
charitable funds; their advice
and help will be invaluable in
making these pilots successful.
We hope this initiative will combat social isolation and loneliness and also that our readers
will support and get involved
with these efforts.

Welcome
to Church?
For the first part of 2009 the
people of Holy Trinity, Prestwood’s Parish Church, will be
thinking about Hospitality. They
are going to be thinking about
all aspects of what it is like going
to their church - from the outside looking in - and they want
to know what the people of
Prestwood and Great Kingshill
think about them. In fact, the
less close you are to Holy Trinity
the more they want to hear your
voice. It’s a church that belongs
to everyone in Prestwood and
Great Kingshill - those who
come once a week, once a

month, once a year or never!
Among the questions under discussion are: How do they communicate their welcome? What
is people’s experience of their
church on a Sunday? What is
happening on a Sunday morning at Holy Trinity as they worship? How do they explain what
their church is all about?
Please get involved in the
discussion and contact the
Rector, the Reverend Deiniol
Heywood, by e-mail at
rector@htprestwood.org.uk, by
telephone on 01494 866530, or
in person at the church.

Surprisingly different
Gifts, Cards, Toys, Garments
and Pictures. Picture Framing
in our own workshop
49, The High Street, Great Missenden

01494 866208
www.elizabethgallery.co.uk

The Power of
Lighthouse!
The song “The Power of Love” is
better known than the “The
Power of Lighthouse” but it’s really the same thing. Lighthouse
shows the power of love to many
each year. 2000 children gathered on the Great Missenden site
in 1999, while in 2008 over 4000
children attended a fantastic
Lighthouse holiday week on five
Buckinghamshire sites, and one
in Oxfordshire.
Trevor Darley, Chair of
Lighthouse Missenden, is asking
for your help to make this a fantastic 22nd year of Lighthouse

Do you
Freecycle?
Freecycle is about giving away
things of no further use in our
life, giving - while clearing clutter. It’s also about creating,
building, and sustaining an
environmentally aware community. Members can offer
surplus items or place wanted
messages; no money changes
hands.
Freecycle started in the U.S.
and it’s a non-profit computerbased network that has spread to
over 75 countries. Thousands of

groups representing millions of
members now operate – keeping
hundreds of tons of useable
items out of landfill sites. By giving freely, members of Freecycle
strengthen local community and
promote environmental sustainability. People from all walks of
life have joined to turn their
trash into somebody else’s treasure. Your local Freecycle group is
www.groups.yahoo.com/group/
chilternfreecycle. Why not give it
a try?

for over 1000 children in the
HP16 area. First by encouraging
your children to come and experience the fun and excitement,
then to volunteer and grab
some of that excitement for
yourselves. Help can be in small
ways or not so small but every
offer is welcomed, which is also
the policy for children, although
we do need enough helpers to be
able to keep to that. Find out
about Lighthouse at the local
churches or schools, or contact
Trevor on 01494 862231. The
dates: July 20 – 24.

Trevor Darley of Lighthouse
needs your help

All aspects of Carpentry & Construction
undertaken including:

• Kitchens • Conversions

•

• Wood & Laminate Flooring
Custom-built Units • Windows & Doors
• Fascias, Guttering & Soffits
• Decking & Fencing

M: 07768 843 264
Holy Trinity – please share your views with them!
(image from an original painting by Jo Dollemore HS NAPA. All rights reserved).

simoncook738@btinternet.com
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From trees to books
Little Kingshill Baptist Church
organised a Christmas Tree collection again this year.
Trees are collected for recycling in return for a donation to
charity. Six teams, each of five
people, loaded trees onto trailers in Little and Great Kingshill

and parts of Prestwood. The
collection raised £930 to supply
books for a school in Uganda
and the Church is grateful to
two local businesses who generously lent their manpower and
vehicles; Wingfield Builders in
Little Kingshill and Applewood

Landscapes in Prestwood.
This was the second collection and raised 50% more than
last year, so look out for
the trailers on 8 January 2010!
For more information on the
school, go online and visit:
www.aaduganda.org

A perfect setting

One tree, lots of volunteers

What next for the
Memorial Centre?

Memorial Centre - what’s your view?
Great Missenden Memorial Centre is well used for many purposes. In recent times the Parish
Council and the Management
Committee have undertaken extensive repairs and refurbish-

ment. However, the Centre was
built in the 1970s and it is time
to bring the building up to date.
A working group has been set up
consisting of Parish Councillors
and representatives of the Man-

agement Committee and the
users of the Centre.
Many ideas are under consideration, including extending
the building and possibly removing the stage which is used
infrequently and, if necessary,
replacing it with portable staging. The users are being contacted to ask for their views and,
later in the year, there will be a
public meeting to discuss the
options. The Working Group is
due to meet again on 23 March,
so please pass on ideas and suggestions as soon as possible to
the Parish Council, Memorial
Centre, Link Road, Great Missenden HP16 9AE, or email
parishclerk@onetel.net.

Friends show affection
for historic building
The Friends of Great Missenden
Parish Church take a practical
approach to conservation but
keeping a 12th Century historic
building in good condition is a
complicated business.
Repair work means using
the right materials, finding
skilled craftsmen and complying
with both church and state regu-

lations. The Friends set up a
charity to take this on and raise
money too, so the church can be
enjoyed by everyone in the community in comfort and safety. As
a result it is regularly the magnificent setting for concerts,
school events and weddings.
At the AGM on 4 April the
Friends will present a summary

of the projects carried out over
the past year and pay tribute to
their highly respected and much
loved founder member and
Chairman, Mike Davis, who
passed away in November.
If you would like to join The
Friends please visit their website:
www.missendenchurch.org.uk
or call 01494 868667.

Tranquility under threat?
Local conservationists are increasingly concerned about the level of
noise pollution affecting the
Chilterns countryside.
The Chiltern Hills are nationally-protected, partly because they
are one of the few places in the
South East where people can find
unspoilt countryside. However,
conservationists believe that growing noise from roads and increasing numbers of aircraft are
destroying the peace and quiet of
the Chilterns.
The Chilterns Conservation
Board has specific actions in its
new Management Plan to try and

tackle the problem. Steve Rodrick,
Chief Officer of the Conservation
Board, says of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty: “There is
a duty on all of us to care for it and
the Plan sets out how we can tackle
all the issues facing it over the next
five years. With an increasing
amount of traffic and proposals
for a third runway at Heathrow
our tranquil countryside is under
threat as never before.”
The new Plan also contains
policies on other issues of concern,
such as pressure for new housing,
unsympathetic development and
the effects of climate change. It has

been put together with the help of
many local organisations including
the National Trust, local wildlife
trusts, The Chiltern Society and
parish councils, and is available online at: www.chilternsaonb.org/conservation/management_plan.html

Disturbing the peace?

Burns Supper raises the roof
Little Kingshill Village Hall was
filled with the sound of Burns

Twirling for charity

Supper speeches, Scottish Country Dancing and the aroma of

haggis, neeps and tatties on Saturday 24 January.
Over 90 guests enjoyed a
champagne reception, cosy atmosphere, humorous speeches
and chaotic dancing - all in a
good cause. Over £2,500 was
raised for three charities, the Ian
Rennie Hospice, the Cystic Fybrosis Trust and the Muscle Help
Foundation, and the organising
committee has already been inundated with cries of “can’t wait
until 2010”!

Email: editor@hp16.org.uk
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Sheepwash officially open
Sheep dipping ceremony

Around 30 people braved a
cold, late January morning to
witness the ceremonial opening of Sheepwash Pond in
Prestwood, when Tony Marshall of Prestwood Nature

dipped a replica sheep in the
restored pond.
Last used in the 19th century for washing sheep being
taken to market along the old
drove road by Prestwood Com-

mon, the pond gradually silted
up, so obscured by scrub and
trees that many local residents
failed to realise it was there.
Prestwood Nature began work
on restoration in December

2007, removing over-shadowing trees, and digging the pond
out to its original depth of ten
feet. Over a thousand aquatic
plants were planted and, as
early as March 2008, frogs
spawned in the pond and other
wildlife, such as newts, dragonflies and water-bugs, began to
colonise the water.
In autumn 2008 work
started on a dipping platform
and path leading to the safer
shallow end of the pond, enabling residents and visitors, including local schools, to enjoy
the site in comfort and safety.
Work was carried out by volunteers from Prestwood Nature
and enthusiastic local residents,
supported by grants from the
Chilterns Conservation Board,
Great Missenden Parish Council, Great Missenden Parish Revitalisation Group, the Bucks
Foundation, Bucks County
Council and private donors.

Frosty brambles

Go bananas for Fair Trade!
Go bananas... Join thousands of
people and eat a Fair Trade banana between noon on Friday 6
March and noon on Saturday 7
March, to set a world record for
the largest number of Fair Trade
bananas eaten over a 24 hour
period! Bananas symbolise current challenges in international
trade.
Many people who farm bananas have little choice but to
endure unacceptable working
conditions, including the suppression of independent trade
unions, and to live their lives in a
local environment often ruined
by toxic chemicals and intensive
farming. But it’s not just ba-

nanas. Millions of farmers and
workers in developing countries,
on whom we rely for our food,
drink and lifestyle, are kept in
poverty by unfair trade rules and
poor market access.
From 23 February to 8
March 2009 is Fair Trade Fortnight. There are hundreds of
Fair Trade products available in
our local shops. Buy bananas,
yes, but why not make a resolution to buy more Fair Trade
products throughout the year?
Also, visit the Elgiva theatre,
St Mary’s Way, Chesham during
Fair Trade Fortnight (see
www.chesham4fairtrade.co.uk
for details).

Minus Ten Magic

Tina Hillas with Fair Trade products

Calling all gardeners

Peat-free at Peterley

Most of us know how important
and threatened a habitat a peatland bog is, and yet we continue to
use peat-based potting composts.
This is generally due to a lack of
awareness that most potting composts contain peat unless clearly
marked ‘peat free’ and also because, historically, peat free potting
compost has not performed well.
Prestwood Nature is running a
trial of peat free potting composts
in 2009. A pilot trial run in 2008
concluded that peat free performed
as well and sometimes better than
traditional peat based potting composts. The majority of participants
in the pilot trial who were new to

peat free have now switched, in part
at least, to peat free. The peat free
potting composts used were easily
available at Peterley Farm Shop,
Hildreths Garden Centre and
South Heath garden Centre.
The 2009 trial is intended to
be much bigger than the pilot
and Prestwood nature is looking
for interested gardeners to participate. The trial involves growing whatever you normally
grow, in both your normal and
in peat free composts, and comparing the results. For further
information, please contact
Susan Devlin on 07875 652803
or susandevlin@supanet.com

Prestwood was caught out in
January when it was hit by unexpectedly cold temperatures.
In just one night the landscape
was turned into a chilling tundra; you would have been forgiven to think you had been
transported to colder climes.
With degrees as cold as minus
ten at seven in the evening the
roads were transformed into
icy rivers and the trees into
thorny entities. Despite the
treacherous conditions not
everything was bleak, the white

frosting gave everything a
beautiful apparel of icicles and
light.

Telephone line link
on Nairdwood Lane
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COMMUNITY

Dirty money
Local band Dirty Mavis played
their fifth annual Christmas gig
to a packed Little Missenden Village Hall in December, raising
over £2000 for the Iain Rennie
Hospice at Home. This brings
the total raised by the band for
the charity to over £10,000.
The six-piece outfit features
Martin Davis on vocals and
acoustic guitar, Martin Hill on
drums,” Sir” Jeff Alley on lead
guitar, Steve Vinden on
bass/rhythm and vocals, David
Brown on rhythm/bass and the
gorgeous Kay Fisher on sax and
keyboards.
Despite their quirky name
the band are not heavy metal
specialists but play a mixture of
classic rock, rhythm and blues
and more recent material. The
choice of name actually originates from a phone call made by
a fan. In his excitement the caller

Getting down and dirty

asked if he was speaking to
‘Dartin Mavis’ and the nickname stuck. The band later decided that this was too obscure,
and not very ‘rock and roll’, so
the name was changed to Dirty
Mavis.
The band has toured venues
as far afield as Shrivenham in
Wiltshire and Goring-on-

Thames, with the latter event attended by Boris Johnson, now
Mayor of London. Band members can often be found on
Monday nights snatching a
quick drink before closing time
at the Cross Keys pub in Great
Missenden High Street, and can
also be contacted on 01494
715510.

Travellers at rest

080808 photo runner-up
If you followed our photographic
competition last August you
might remember that we featured
the winning entry on the front

cover of the November/December
edition of The Source, with a
promise to include others in future editions. True to our word,

here’s the photo that won second
prize, taken by Tina Hillas of
Prestwood and depicting customers at the Travellers Rest pub.

Choristers’ Diamond Jubilee
Great Missenden Choral Society
is marking its Diamond Jubilee
with celebrations culminating in
an Easter concert this April.
Founder member Bob Gerhardi, who is still singing with the
Choir in his nineties, is proud
that the membership has gone
from strength to strength, with
the youngest member being just
fifteen years of age.
Bob was born in Essex, the
son of businessman Victor Gerhardi and his wife Lillian. During
the war the family’s electroplating
factory relocated to Great Missenden, providing services to
Royal Air Force fighters throughout the conflict.
The family made their home
in The Lee where they frequently
held garden parties and fetes.
Upon leaving school, Bob worked
in the factory, rising to become
manager when his father retired.

The company was later sold to
Harris Plating and Bob was retained as a consultant. He was a
highly regarded professional in
his field, well known for mentoring young engineers and helping
them realise their potential.
The Choral Society was originally formed by Herta Grove
who brought together a group of
twenty keen singers, and Bob and
his parents, along with Bob’s sister Pat, continued Herta’s enthusiastic efforts by organising
performances in their factory
canteen, known as Gerhardi Hall,
in the early days after the war.
Such is the Society’s reputation
for musical excellence that over the
years many professional conductors and singers have launched
their careers as members. Bob’s
wife Helga, to whom he has been
married for over 60 years, and their
sons are some of the Society’s

Bob with
teenage
soprano
Emily
Parker

many dedicated Friends, and Bob
is the Honorary Life President.
The popularity of the Society’s extensive repertoire is reflected in sell-out performances,
including their Christmas concert
in the parish church. Tickets for
the Easter concert will be eagerly
awaited, so look out for posters
giving more details.

Singers Opening doors
perform for the Olympics
premiere
Fiona Firth’s Singers 4 All ensemble delivered world premieres in beautiful settings
during their Christmas concerts
at St. Michael and All Angels,
Hughenden, and the Baptist
Church, Great Missenden.
Musical Director Fiona Firth,
herself a noted opera singer, conducted her group as they lifted
the rafters in Vivaldi’s Gloria and
delivered real Christmas magic
with a selection from Benjamin
Britten’s Festival of Carols.
The concerts also included
the world premiere of a new
work by Rosa Conrad, called
Winter Triptych, and exclusive
arrangements of Ding Dong
Merrily on High and The Angel
Gabriel by celebrated composer
Paul Ayres.
Look out for further concerts in 2009 by visiting:
www.singers4all.com

Choral magic from
Fiona and ensemble

There are ambitious plans to
open the doors of historic buildings across the Chilterns as part of
the Cultural Olympiad, building
up to the 2012 Olympic Games.
The Chilterns Historic Environment Group is encouraging
local venues and archaeological
sites to take part, and HP16
could be at the heart of the campaign. Our twelfth century

Dame Kelly Holmes
at the launch of the
Cultural Olympiad
(Photo by Matt Cardy/
Getty Images Europe)

Parish Church and Missenden
Abbey are just two of the 100
listed buildings in the area,
which also has the remains of a
medieval castle, prehistoric
earthworks and pits and hearths
left in the woods by bodgers.
If you’d like to be involved,
contact Shirley Judges at
shirley.judges@dial.pipex.com
or through the Parish Office.

Email: adverts@hp16.org.uk

BUSINESS AND FINANCE 11

Survival class
Economic cycles come and go
and, although times are tough at
the moment, better times will inevitably return. How heartening
it is to see the energy and commitment that is flourishing in

HP16 in support of our community and its economy. Many local
people supported the great
clean-up operation in Great Missenden recently; some may think
this a futile gesture but FSB
members disagree. It’s fine for
politicians and others to reflect
on global market forces but what
makes a difference is what happens every day on the ground; a
litter-free, crime-free neighbourhood is just where we start.
What more can we do? For a
start we can ask why street cleaning has to be done by volunteers
when we pay for this service
from our local council. Next we
can support the efforts of our
volunteers by shopping locally –
the FSB campaigns constantly

for us all to Keep Trade Local.
After that, how about lobbying
our councils to support our local
revitalisation efforts in some
more imaginative ways? Suppose
we banded together to build a
programme to promote HP16
and then got the powers that be
to give us a couple of months
free parking – yes, absolutely free
– to encourage new visitors to
come and see what Great Missenden, Prestwood and the surrounding villages have to offer?
So here’s the challenge for
2009 – let’s make HP16 the ‘survival story of Buckinghamshire’
and demonstrate that by the end
of the year we’ve made a difference to the health and wellbeing of our local economy.

Does South Heath
still need a shop?
Now that Kathy Davies has decided, for completely understandable reasons, to apply for a change
of use for South Heath Stores, the
question needs to be raised: does
a village like South Heath need a
convenience shop? It would appear that most village dwellers
visit Missenden, Amersham, Chesham and beyond for the majority of their needs, so do they really
need a shop on their doorstep?
For most it would appear not, but
there could be a significant minority in our dormitory Chiltern
communities that may view it as a
lifeline. When they lost their respective shops, the villagers of
Hyde Heath and The Lee determined to set up their own and

both now have thriving community-owned stores, operated as
‘Social Enterprises’, reflecting the
needs of their residents and providing goods and services that are

evidently in demand. What’s your
view? If you live in South Heath
or one of the other HP16 communities without a shop please let
us know your views.

The community shop at The Lee

In association with
INDEPENDENT
FINANCIAL ADVISERS

Authorised and Regulated by the
Financial Services Authority

59 High Street, Gt. Missenden,
Buckinghamshire, HP16 0AL
Telephone: 01494 863614 (5 lines)
Fax: 01494 890070
Email: mail@mmlp.co.uk
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PUZZLES

Source crossword no.8
In the completed diagram find the name of an HP16 community and a pub there.
£10 prize for the first correct entry drawn after the closing date of 31 October 2008.
by Dialogos

Solution to SOURCE
Crossword No.7

The first correct entry
out of the hat for our last
crossword was from
Phil Sharman of
Prestwood who receives
the £10 prize.

ACROSS

DOWN

7. The McDonalds, perhaps, take tea in this
small Scots village (7)
8. French, she’s seen in this fashion mag (4)
10. W.C. has revised no end for writer of Holy
Sonnets (9, 2 words)
13. It’s found in the ocean, a creation of
shellfish (5)
15. No sound to recognize (4)
16. Leak out, not having begun to drink (4)
18. Non-residential university after one promissory note (3)
21. Like crushed potatoes mother’s provided for
empty Harry (5)
23. A section of The Source can be a support (6)
25. Topmost features where eagles’ young reside
inaccessibly ensconced safely (6)
26. Tropical climbers used for making poisonous arrows (all, initially, except one) (5)
28. Sailor returns with animal (3)
29. Perry Mason had rough northern accent (4)
30. There’s nothing at this time, the beginning
of time (4)
33. Sound of bird gets at member of former
Yugoslavia (5)
34. Feminist movement blows mine up (9, 2
words)
36. Half-famous gambling town (4)
37. Second most abundant element among sulphur, iodine, lithium, cobalt and nitrogen (7)

1. Where money is converted and heads of
commercial organisations find a place (7)
2. Improperly clean weapon (5)
3. International medical organisation’s doctor (3)
4. It may sound like convenient headgear, but
it’s definitely a disadvantage (8)
5. Mild, maybe, but Martian’s head is greeted
with shriek of fright (4)
6. Twisted bowel – you can get a bad one after
tennis (5)
9. Short for a man – only half the extent (3)
11. Has listened to (as listened to) – bunker perhaps (6)
12. Breakdown of the yard is experienced in the
Sahara (7, 2 words)
14. Solicit scorch mark near Bourne End (7)
17. Type of herbicide producing sickly stem
with no potassium left (8)
19. Where students gather in the capital African
loses his head (3)
20. Rumpled mat 19 given and received (6)
22. Gentleman almost gets stallion with foal! (3)
24. Bohemian composer produces creative work
in miniature (one-third) for all to see (7)
27. Went by horse to the circle where cowboys
perform (5)
29. Foolish talk about century for Flemish
painter (15th or 16th?) (5)
31. Pale and sickly headless bird (3)
32. A couple of cents for car-theft (4)
35. A young sow is helpful to some immigrants (3)

When sending completed entries for crossword 7,
please enter your name and address here:

and send to:
H P 1 6 - T H E S O U RC E ,
C / O G R E AT M I S S E N D E N
L I B R A RY, H I G H S T R E E T,
G R E AT M I S S E N D E N ,
HP16 0AL

Source Focus Group
If you like The Source and are interested in helping us to
make it better, we invite you to join our new Reader Focus
Group. All that we need from you is to read The Source as
you do at present and then answer a few short questions

Have you ever
wondered?...
Where and what
in HP16 is this?
Our last picture clue was no
trouble for our Little Kingshill readers who correctly
spotted the sign on the village hall leading to the Baptist Church. The winning
entrant decided to donate
her prize to The Source,
which was a very welcome
gesture but please don’t
think that everyone should
do the same. The church is
rather hidden from view so
if anyone can tell us more

about it we’ll feature it in
our next edition. Here’s
your clue for this month.
Where is it and what is it?
Send your answer to HP16
- The Source, c/o Great
Missenden Library, High
Street, Great Missenden,
HP16 0AL or email us at
editor@hp16.org.uk. There
will be the usual £5 prize for
the first correct entry drawn
after the closing date of
30th January.

• Why is the man who invests all your money
called a Broker?
• Why are they called apartments when they
are all stuck together?
• You know that indestructible black box that
is used on aeroplanes? Why don't they make
the whole plane of that stuff?
• Why do doctors leave the room while you
change? They are going to see you naked
anyway?
• Can a government which robs Peter to pay
Paul always depend on the support of Paul?
Life isn’t measured by the number of breaths
we take, but by the moments that take our
breath away.

about it, which will probably take no more than five minutes
for each of the five editions in every year. To join our Focus
Group just email us with your name and contact details at
editor@hp16.org.uk or leave a message at 020 8144 8148.

Email: editor@hp16.org.uk

HEALTH & WELLBEING 13

Setting the tone
“The snow goose need not
bathe to make itself white.
Neither need you do anything but be yourself ” –
Lao-Tse
Therein lies the rub! We need to
start with the question: do we
really know who we are? With
the New Year well in its stride are
we regretting the resolutions we
made? We don’t have to beat

ourselves up if we have already
stumbled. Each day gives us a
brand new slate to write on. We
can take lessons learned and use
them today, to create a better,
more vibrant world for ourselves, and those whose lives we
will touch today
Each day is made up of
choices. Just one choice can
change your life forever. Our
lives are what our choices have
made them. We can choose to

change direction immediately.
It’s time for us to discover who
we are and what we stand for.
Wellness of mind, body and
spirit are all intertwined. Neglect
one and we suffer.
Have you heard the old saying, “Sticks and stones may
break my bones but words will
never hurt me”! Certainly, the
first part is true but the second
is way off beam.
Here’s a story that made me
think. One day a person came to
his pastor with a troubled conscience, having criticised almost
everyone in his village. When
asked “How can I make things
right?” the pastor advised “Get a
box of feathers and drop one on
the doorstep of everyone you’ve
upset”. The job done the person
came back and asked “Is that all?”
The pastor replied “No. Now, go
pick them all up and bring them
to me”. A week later the person returned without a single one, saying “The wind blew them away”.
That’s how it is with words:
easily spoken but never retrievable. We’re responsible for our
choices. Choose wisely!

Up to
60% off
lingerie
and
swimwear

Jo’s beauty tips
The secret of using moisturisers is firstly to apply them to skin
which has been well cleansed and regularly exfoliated. This will
ensure you are placing the cream on fresh new skin cells where
it can be of most benefit. Secondly taking a couple of minutes
to really massage the cream in well is the key. This will stimulate
the circulation, help the cream to be absorbed and also help to
refine the skin texture. Lastly when you apply your cream remember to include the much neglected neck area!
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LETTERS

Letters
How about some jobs and skills news?
Congratulations on building a community network of information. In the developing recession, information on local job opportunities and people with skills to sell might be helpful.

Peter Shipp

Allotments in Great Missenden – there aren’t any!
I tried to register for an allotment in Great Missenden recently and I was surprised to find the
there were no longer any allotments in the Great Missenden ward. I was offered an allotment
in Heath End – but that was 2 miles away – which defeats the concept of a local allotment.
There are allotments in Prestwood, South Heath and Heath End, but there are no longer any
allotment sites in Great Missenden.
With all the interest in growing our own vegetables, I anticipate there will be a many Great
Missenden residents who would consider applying for an allotment, if they were made available
in Great Missenden.
The land used for allotments in the past was behind the High Street, and is used by the CofE
School as playing fields, or by the garden centre in Whitefield Lane. There is vacant land at the
bottom of Church Street – The Pound – owned by Bucks CC; and also the Orchard and
Glasshouses in Church Lane owned by Bucks Chiltern University. In these difficult times it’s a
shame that this land is not being used [see also letters, The Source June/July 2008].
The Parish Council would be prepared to help find land in Great Missenden for allotments
if there was a significant number of Great Missenden residents that registered for an allotment.
At the moment I am told that I am the only applicant.
Please join me by registering for an allotment with the Parish Clerk – with your help we
should be able to get a site that we can walk to!

Dennis Keeling

News from your County Councillors
Is the proposed Budget settlement for 2008/09 adequate to deliver Council priorities in view
of the impact of the economic downturn? We know the budget has been set in an unstable economic climate, especially in terms of increasing unemployment and falling interest and inflation rates. In addition, the slow-down of the property market has led to the Council's capital
income being severely reduced, which has implications for future development proposals. We
are still determined to keep the increase in council tax at no higher than 3.9%.
At a workshop called 'Working together for Service Excellence' held at Missenden Abbey in
December, residents in HP16 identified a low level of crime, the need to improve road and pavement repairs, and education provision as important to them. Although you have told us you are
satisfied with the accessibility and quality of our services, you have also told us that we must improve our communications. Other news includes the current consultation on minor amendments to the speed limits introduced in 'Area 4' which covers much of Little and Great
Missenden parishes and speed enforcement to ensure that drivers respect the safety of our roads.

Tricia Birchley
Care homes in the area are undergoing transformation. Many of our residents fund their own
care and we are in the process of setting up a single point of access where they are able to
receive social and financial advice about their future care needs and are then able to make informed judgements about cost and quality.
The Highways Authority will be examining traffic calming in Great Missenden High Street
and will also consider the issues of parking and footway widening, particularly adjacent to the
Dahl Museum and of water drainage. Any proposals will be taken to consultation with the
Parish Council and open to residents views through public exhibitions. Finally, the new pedestrian crossing at Prestwood has received mixed reactions and expressions of public concern
about visibility; the senior area highways manager agreed to bring forward proposals to meet
that issue and it is hoped that it can be converted to a light controlled pelican crossing.

Mike Colston

More about the history of Giles Gate
What I want to write to you about is your paragraph about Giles Gate [Where in HP16, Source
Nov/Dec 2008] . We came to Prestwood in 1969 when Stevens the Butchers occupied the shop
which has just become The Fine Meat Company and also operated the building across the
road which you called the abattoir. Yes, it was an abattoir on Tuesdays. On other days of the
week pork products were made—not just joints sold in their own butcher shop, but meat pies
as well. The Stevens family had their pork business in Prestwood for at least a generation. The
name of one of the earlier members of the family is on the commemorative plaque on the
Village Hall. It was in the late 1970s or early 80s when the Stevens family sold off their Prestwood properties: the pie factory to Farmer Giles and the butcher’s shop to Prestwood Farm
to Freezer. Farmer Giles was just a short interlude in the ownership of that site.

Pat Jeffs
A company named Farmer Giles took over the butchery business founded by Cornelius Stevens
in the early 1900s, later known as C. Stevens and Sons Ltd. On the site was a shop, offices, pie
factory, abattoir etc. Several shops in this area were owned and run by members of the Stevens
family. At its peak the company was employing several local people in the preparation of its
meat products and a number of van Salesmen, who drove out every day to deliver and sell
those products over a wide area. An extensive refurbishment of the premises was carried out
in the early 60's including the building of a new abattoir and a shop with offices, which is still
in use today. Mr. Stevens donated the land for the Village Hall to be built upon. Many local people thought that Giles Gate should have been Stevens Gate, me among them. For more info you
can visit the wikipedia website on Prestwood village, or talk to Joan Axten.

Patrick Wixon

The Source was still just as good, but...
Our printed copy of The Source [November / December edition] arrived at our front door
today, and I don't think that it was of a lower standard than previous issues, so your concerns
regarding the usual designer’s temporary absence were not significant in my view. One small
error did jump out at me in the article about the war memorial at The Lee. The author of the
article stated that before the first world war the war memorials were only to officers. That is
not correct. The Bucks War Memorial for those who perished in the Second Boer War (18991901) is just outside HP16 on the top of Coombe Hill. There is a photo of the names of the
casualties on a website maintained by my friend Kevin Quick at this URL:
http://met.open.ac.uk/GENUKI/big/eng/BKM/Military/Boer_War/Coombe_Hill/index.html

Please send your letters to The Source by email to editor@hp16.org.uk
or by post to HP16 – The Source, c/o Great Missenden Library,
High Street, Great Missenden, HP16 0AL.

Email: editor@hp16.org.uk
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Source HP16 events
The

Saturday 21 February
Holy Trinity Churchyard, Prestwood. Scrub removal etc. Refreshments and lunch provided.
10am-4pm. Details Tony Marshall
Prestwood Nature 01494 864251

Sunday 22 February
Think Local, Oldham Hall, Great
Missenden,11.30am-2pm.Meet local
producers and retailers to support
local businesses and reduce your carbon footprint.
Tea Walk starting at Holy Trinity
Prestwood at 2pm. Returning for
tea at 3.45pm.

Tuesday 24 February
Holy Trinity Church Prestwood.
Pancake party for Shrove Tuesday.
Evening event.

Wednesday 25 February
Holy Trinity Church Prestwood.
Eucharist and Imposition of Ashes
for Ash. 8pm

Friday 27 February
Chatterbooks: book club for children aged 8 to 12. 5pm at Great
Missenden Library.
Buckinghamshire Pottery & Sculpture Society meeting. Talk by Andrew Hazelden. Little Kingshill
Village Hall 8pm. Details Richard
Ballantyne on 01296 738983. Admission £5 for non-members.

Monday 2 March
Dragonflies parent bereavement
group 7.30-9.30pm. Set up by and
for parents who have lost a child.
Holy Trinity Church Cottage,
Wycombe Road, Prestwood. Sponsored by The Thomas Ball Children's Cancer Fund. Enquiries
01494 890157 or 07947 646387.

Wednesday 4 March
Prestwood Afternoon W.I. The
Federation Archives. Speaker Sue
Norton. Prestwood Village Hall
2.15pm. Details from 01494 866894
Junior Book Doctor: ever wondered
what to read? Need help in choosing
a book for your child? Talk to Gill
who will be at Great Missenden
Library 3.30 and 4.30pm.

Friday 6 March
Womens World Day of Prayer
service at Holy Trinity Prestwood,
followed by coffee. Creche for
under 3s. 10.30am
Great Missenden Library coffee
morning. Find out all about Neighbourhood Watch. Margaret from
Amersham Watch Office will tell us
about her day and how you can join
your local watch. 11 am

www.prestwoodcc.co.uk and submit by 28 February.

non-members welcome. Admission
£5 for non-members.

Sunday 8 March

Little Kingshill School Race Night
and pot luck supper from 7.30pm
with racing starting at 8pm. Details
sararik@aol.com or the school office 01494 863744

Angling Spring Wood Fence
removal and scrub clearance.
Entrance from main road gate.
10am-1pm Details Tony Marshall
Prestwood Nature 01494 864251

Tuesday 10 March
Prestwood Evening W.I.
Introduction to Reiki. Speaker Mr
David Powell. Prestwood Village
Hall 7.45pm. Details Mrs Helen
Glenister 01494 863972

Thursday 12 March
Little Kingshill W.I. Anecdotes of a
Press Photographer. Speaker Mr
Ron Pearce. 2pm Little Kingshill
Village Hall. Details Margaret
Emery 01494 863859
Prestwood Gardening Society.
Springtime in Spain. Gordon
Langsbury, well known wildlife
photographer and author. Prestwood Village Hall 8pm. Details
from Joan Hawes 01494 865272

Saturday 14 March
Gaelic Gala in aid of the Roald
Dahl Foundation. Dancing to the
Country Dance Band Kafoozalum
with bar and raffle. Misbourne
School 7.30-11.30pm. Dress Code:
Black Tie/Tartan. Ticket Price £20
per head to include bangers and
mash, dessert and coffee. Contact
Jo Smith on 01494 890465 or email
enquiries@roalddahlfoundation.org

Tuesday 17 March
Chiltern Business Club. A Business
Legal Surgery. Speaker Mr Andrew
James, Onhand Counsel. Missenden Abbey 8pm. Optional dinner at 7pm cost £18. Details Sandra
Webb 01494 890980
Prestwood Society Annual General
Meeting. Prestwood Village Hall.
8pm. Both members and nonmembers are welcome. Membership subscription £2 per head per
annum. Details 01494 863883 or
e-mail david@hillas.globalnet.co.uk

Thursday 19 March
Great Missenden W.I Marianne
North, A Victorian artist. Speaker
Miss L Ponsonby. Great Missenden
Memorial Hall 7.30pm. Details
Elizabeth Webster 01494 862000

Wednesday 1 April
Prestwood Afternoon W.I. Travels
from Phoenix to San Francisco.
Speaker Mrs B Hubert. Prestwood
Village Hall 2.15pm. Details from
01494 866894

Thursday 2 April
Great Missenden Library Coffee
Morning. Find out all about bookbinding from Amanda Slope local
bookbinder & restorer. Bring along
any books you need advice on. 11 am
Little Kingshill Village Society AGM.
Little Kingshill Village Hall. 8pm

Sunday 5 April
Kiln Common Orchard, Greenlands Lane, Prestwood. Further
planting and other work. 10am1pm Details Tony Marshall Prestwood Nature 01494 864251

Monday 6 April
Dragonflies parent bereavement
group 7.30 - 9.30pm. See 2 March
for details

Wednesday 8 April
Easter activity at Great Missenden
Library for children aged 5-10.
3-4pm.

Thursday 9 April
Little Kingshill W.I. Graphology.
Speaker Mrs CK Riley. 2pm. Little
Kingshill Village Hall. Details Margaret Emery 01494 863859
Prestwood Gardening Society. Hardy
annuals. Miss P Holt has collected
plants in Peru and Bolivia for Kew
and trained with Alan Titchmarsh.
Prestwood Village Hall 8pm. Details
from Joan Hawes 01494 865272

Saturday 11 April
Iain Rennie Hospice at Home
Street Collection in Great Missenden. 9am to 1pm.

Sunday 12 April

Scrub clearance and planting at
Boug’s Meadow Great Missenden,
by Link Road car park. 10am-1pm.
Details Tony Marshall Prestwood
Nature 01494 864251

National Garden Scheme garden
open. Overstroud Cottage, The
Dell, Frith Hill HP16 9QE. Artistic
Chalk garden on 2 levels with collection of C17/18 plants, and spring
bulbs and hellebores. Plants for
sale, and cream teas available at the
Parish Church. Adm £3.00, chd
50p. Open 2–6pm

Saturday 21 March

Sunday 22 March

Tuesday 14 April

Prestwood Forget-Me-Not Club
Annual Jumble Sale. Stalls include
bric-a-brac, home made cakes, toys,
books and a raffle. Prestwood Village Hall 2pm. Admission 25p.

Choral Evensong sung by Pegasus,
one of London's leading Chamber
Choirs, followed by AGM of
Friends of Holy Trinity. Holy Trinity Church Prestwood 6pm.

Prestwood Evening W.I. Cycling
from Lands End to John O’Groats.
Speaker Mrs J Wooster. Prestwood
Village Hall 7.45pm. Details Mrs
Helen Glenister 01494 863972

Cabaret with Fish & Chips Supper.
Elaborate tasteful choreography,
colourful costumes, and witty and
sparkling repartee. 7pm for 7.45 pm
Drake Hall Amersham Community
Centre. Tickets £15, incl. Fish &
Chips, from Alan Jones 01494
863887 e-mail alaj77@hotmail.com.
Proceeds to Rotary Charities

Tuesday 24 March

Thursday 16 April

Saturday 7 March 2009

Prestwood Cricket Club Quiz
Night. Prestwood Village Hall. £10
per person including a Fish and
Chip supper and bar. Proceeds towards funding new cricket nets. To
enter a team download a form from

National Blood Transfusion
Service Donor Session. 2-3.55pm
and 4.45-7.15pm. Prestwood
Village Hall.

Friday 27 March
Chatterbooks: book club for children aged 8 to 12. 5pm at Great
Missenden Library.
Buckinghamshire Pottery & Sculpture Society meeting. Talk by Andrew Palin, Little Kingshill Village
Hall 8pm. Details Richard Ballantyne on 01296 738983 Members &

Great Missenden W.I. Animal Heroes & Villains of WW1. Speaker
Mr E Dixon, Great Missenden
Memorial Hall. 7.30pm. Details
Elizabeth Webster 01494 862000

Monday 20 April
See Wycombe Magistrates Court in
action with local magistrates on hand
to explain the proceedings. 9.30am to
12.30pm. Places are limited and must
be reserved in advance. E mail
wycombemags@btinternet.com or
phone 01494 651035 to reserve a place.

Weekly events
Wednesdays
"Bounce & Rhyme" Songs & Nursery Rhymes for babies & pre-school
children. Great Missenden library
10:30 to 11 am Every week during
term time
Prestwood baby & toddler group
meets every Wednesday 9.45am to
11.15am at Prestwood Village Hall.

Thursdays
Weekly lunch club in the Baptist
Hall Great Missenden for over 55's
Details Clare Cooke 01494 862147

Fridays
Story time for pre-school children
Great Missenden library. 2pm.
Every week during term time

Great Missenden Library
Opening hours Monday – closed;
Tuesday 9.30am -5pm; Wednesday
9.30am -5pm; Thursday 9.30am 1pm; Friday 9.30am -7pm; Saturday 9.30am -1pm; Sundays and
Bank holidays – closed
For information about library
events including adult reading
groups please ask at the Library.
Great Missenden Lending Library
0845 2303232
www.buckscc.gov.uk/libraries

Prestwood Mobile library
Wednesdays. Prestwood Lodge
Lane 2.50 to 3.10pm; Prestwood
Village Hall 3.20 to 4.15pm. For
more information phone 0845
2303232

Local Councillors’ Surgery
County District and Parish Councillors available to meet with residents, Great Missenden Library 1st
Saturday of each month 10-11am.

Events at The Roald
Dahl Museum and
Story Centre
81-83 High Street Great
Missenden Bucks HP16
0AL. 01494 892192
www.roalddahlmuseum.org
The Museum, Shop and Café
Twit are open 10am to 5pm
Tuesday to Sunday, plus
half-term Mondays.Unless
otherwise stated there is a
charge for activities, in addition to the museum entry
charge. Many activities should
be pre booked. For more
information contact the
Roald Dahl Museum and
Story Centre
Registered Charity No. 1085853
A company limited by guarantee no. 4178505

Saturday 21 February
1.30pm to 2.30pm and
3pm to 4pm.
Make a moving crocodile.
For all ages.

Sunday 22 February
Sessions between 10.30am
and 3.45pm.
Chocolate decorating. For all ages.

Thursday 5 March
3.30pm to 5pm.
World Book Day party. Come to our
after-school party, join in storytelling,
make a snapping crocodile or a book-

mark and choose a phizz-whizzing
book from our Shop in exchange for
your World Book Day vouchers.
Come dressed as a book character
and you could win a fantabulous
prize. Free admission from 3.30pm.

Saturday 7 March 12.30pm,
1.30pm and 2.30pm
Discover Dahl’s archives. For 10+
years. Free for Museum visitors.

Sunday 8 March Sessions
between 11.15am and 3pm

Saturday 11, Sunday 12
and Monday 13 April.
All day. Easter quiz. For all ages.
Join the Easter fun and follow a
trail of Roald Dahl clues around the
Museum. Find all the right answers
and earn a chocolate treat. Free for
Museum visitors.

Tuesday 14 April
1.30pm to 2.30pm and
3pm to 4pm

Chocolate decorating. For all ages.

Manfred the Baddie.
For 5+ year-olds.

Saturday 14 March
1.30pm to 2.30pm and
3pm to 4pm

Wednesday 15 April and
Friday 17 April 11.30am,
1pm and 3pm

Phizz-whizzing animation.
For 7+ years.

What planet are you on?
For all ages.

Sunday 15 March 1.30pm
to 2.30pm and 3pm to 4pm

Thursday 16 April
1.30pm to 2.30pm and
3pm to 4pm

Make a treat box. For all ages.

Saturday 21 March 1.30pm
to 2.30pm and 3pm to 4pm

Top tips for budding writers. For
8+ years.

Down in the jungle. For 5+ years.

Drop-in storytelling and craft activities for children and families
take place at weekends and every
day in the Buckinghamshire school
holidays.

Saturday 28 March 1pm
and 3pm
Paint your own buckswashling
beaker. For 6+ years.

Saturday 4 April 1.30pm
to 2.30pm and 3pm to 4pm
Puppet making. For 5+ years.

Tuesday 7 April 1.30pm to
2.30pm and 3pm to 4pm
George’s Marvellous Experiments.
For 7+ years.

Wednesday 8 April 12.30pm,
1.30pm and 2.30pm
Masha and the Firebird.
For 5 to 10 years.

Friday 10 April
1 hour sessions. Easter chocolate
decorating. For all ages.

Saturday 11 April 12.30pm,
1.30pm and 2.30pm
Discover Dahl’s archives. For 10+
years. Free for Museum visitors.

Tell people about your
forthcoming events
If you run a local community
organisation planning an
event in HP16 tell us about it.
Send details including: date;
event; venue; time; cost
[if any]; contact name,
telephone number and e mail
address [if available] to:
events@hp16.org.uk
or by post to The Source
c/o Great Missenden Library,
High Street, Great Missenden
HP16 0AL.

A new book which
details the history of
Chesham’s working past
over a 100 year period.
A portrait of its workers
and the many varied
items that they produced
in the town. Invaluable for
local, family and social
historians. 235 photos
and illustrations. £12.95
from all good local bookshops or direct from the
publisher at the address below (add £1.50 UK p&p).
Hawkes Design & Publishing Ltd, 59a The Broadway,
High Street, Chesham, Bucks HP5 1BX
t> 01494 793000 e> phawkes@btconnect.com
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Leisure Centre’s
newest member

Gym Club searches
for a larger venue
Abbey Gym Club meets at Prestwood Junior School and has
been operating in the Missenden
area since 1984. Over 200 members aged 3 to 21 train for one
hour each week during the
school term and have achieved
success at competitions. The
Club has now reached the limit

of what it can achieve on
Olympic apparatus – floor, vault,
asymmetric bars and beam – in
a hall that is smaller than a standard gymnastics floor area.
They are looking for larger,
permanent facilities in the area
which would allow them to develop the potential of their gym-

nasts, allow more children to
take part in the sport and expand
club facilities.
If you know of a hall or barn
within the area they would be
pleased to hear from you. For
more
information
see
www.abbeygymclub.org.uk or
email abbey_gym@talktalk.net.

Club members need a new home

Karate Club update
South Bucks Karate Club continues to train at Prestwood Village
Hall as it has for nearly 20 years,
running separate classes for juniors and senior students. People
take up Karate for self-defence
and in turn to build confidence
and help them to face intimidating situations.
Learning and practising
Karate is a year-round, relaxing

and enjoyable fitness exercise and
is superb for body conditioning.
Training begins simply with
learning to loosen up by stretching properly and progresses at the
level you feel comfortable with.
Students find that Karate movements develop coordination, increased strength, and flexibility.
The club has been successful
over the years due to its fun, chal-

lenging classes and invites anyone
to come along and join in to see
if this type of activity is for them.
You don't need any special equipment; you can practice at your
convenience, in your home or at
the Club.
For more information visit
their web site at www.sbka.co.uk
or contact Steve on 01494 863949

Village
cricket
is back
For Little Kingshill Cricket Club,
2008 proved to be a positive season with a spectacular performance in the Npower Village
Knockout competition, in
which LKCC reached the semi
finals. The club also ran, for the
first time, an eight-a-side tournament with clubs from the surrounding area competing at the
resplendent LKCC ground.
Meanwhile, Prestwood Cricket
Club is gearing up for the new
season by holding a series of indoor nets at the Misbourne
School on a February 26 and on
March 5, 12 and 26 from
7.30pm to 9.30pm at a cost of £5
per session. Prestwood CC is
also holding a quiz night at
Prestwood Village Hall on Saturday March 7 to help raise
funds for new cricket nets. If
you are interested in joining either club or want details of their
activities
please
visit
www.lkcc.co.uk or www.prestwoodcc.co.uk respectively.

In our last edition we featured the
opportunity to win a free Sprinters
gym membership for three
months and the winner was Anna
Cross of Great Missenden who
writes: “As someone who exercised
regularly until the birth of my 2
children and is now desperately
trying to get back into shape,
Sprinters Leisure Centre fulfils all
my gym needs! It is local, well
equipped and friendly, and has a
wide range of exercise classes.
The gym itself has recently
been renovated and has a clean,
spacious and airy feel. It contains a
wide range of state of the art exercise equipment (many of which
have their own TV screens and
iPod docking stations!) which are
suitable whether you have been exercising for years or are just starting
out. Another great facility offered is
personal programmes. A member
of staff works with you to devise an
exercise programme based on your
individual needs and goals. The
staff are friendly, very knowledgeable and encouraging. The exercise

classes run throughout the week,
both during the day and evening,
and are great fun and sociable.
Other facilities offered include: tennis courts, multi use games area
and vending facilities. Opening
hours are: Mon - Fri 7am - 10pm,
Sat and Sun 8:30am - 6pm.”
Thanks to Anna for her feedback
and we hope she continues to enjoy
her membership.

Anna at Sprinters

Village cricket – no
longer a distant memory

Not just for kicks

Deadline for submissions and advertisements for our next edition is 27 March 2009

