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Missenden can
be Great again
To suggest that there is ‘room for
improvement’ in a village such
as Great Missenden, and that the
community could do something
about it can prove to be a risky
business. Recently local resident
Dennis Keeling discovered this
when proposing some fairly radical options for the future of the
village. Dennis had circulated his
ideas and called a meeting at the
museum in Great Missenden
High Street. The room holds
about thirty, so when more than
fifty arrived, two things were im-

mediately clear: it would be
cramped and Dennis had hit a
nerve, so much so that passions
and strength of reaction spilt over
and the main casualty on this occasion was meaningful debate!
In village life, change requires
sensitivity to many things, not
least public opinion, i.e. input
from everyone – the quiet and
the more vocal! Also, local residents and community groups are
already working for the good of
the community in successful and
sustained initiatives. But with

good creativity and communication so much more is achievable.
The proposals put forward
by Dennis may not be exactly the
right ideas, but anyone can observe the closure of shops, traffic,
parking and noise issues, and
while it may be good to be passionate about these issues, it is
possible to both embrace what’s
good about the village and discuss, build on and support efforts to make things better.
The local Parish, District
and County councils have their

Community with a
vacant look

Is this art?

Did you dump
this here?

statutory roles to perform, but
their focus or authority rarely
stretch to consideration and investment in the sustainability
and improvement of communities such as ours.
The Source has already been
reporting the ongoing project
called ‘Community Vision for
HP16’, which will propose improvement projects for the
whole locality – including Great
Missenden, Prestwood and the
villages, based entirely on resident surveys and research evidence collected by volunteers.
Public meetings to bring these
ideas to the community are
planned for the Autumn, but as
with Dennis’s ideas (he is now
working with CV4HP16), they
will not be perfect and the
process will need to be both interactive and inclusive.
In the meantime, it would be
good to hear the voices and opinions of a broad spectrum of the
Great Missenden community:
residents old and young; local
businesses, national chains,
commuting workers; tourists,
walkers and other visitors; teachers and students; charities; community groups; sportspeople;
artists; even politicians! A public
meeting has been arranged for
26 June at the Memorial Centre
at 7.30pm and anyone with an
interest in Missenden is welcome
– nay encouraged – to attend and
share their ideas.
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SPORTS & LEISURE

Coming soon…

On the buses
From July Great Missenden will have a brand new bus service.
Connecting the village with Aylesbury, Stoke Mandeville, Wendover, Hyde End, Chesham, Bovingdon and Hemel Hempstead, the new Tiger Line service will commence on 28 July and
will offer an approximately hourly service Monday to Friday
and a Saturday service every two to three hours. The service
will be operated by Woottens in conjunction with the County
Council and a timetable is now available. For more information
visit www.woottens.co.uk or call 01494 774411.

Full steam ahead in Prestwood

Steaming on
The Wren Davis dairy fields of Prestwood will hopefully resound
to the rhythm of oiled gears, chuffing engines and steam whistles
again on 5-6 July, weather permitting. Many local exhibitors will
be on show, including Rex Davis with his 54yrs old award winning Land Rover that has worked those fields all its life! Still offering door to door dairy delivery service, even though the huge
milk silos have finally gone, Wren Davis hosts the Chiltern Steam
Rally as a celebration of real working community, nostalgia and
fun. Put it in your diary and remember to be extra vigilant about
security, with thousands of visitors expected around the village.
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Finding our voice

We, the editors of HP16 The
Source, have been pleased to receive so many letters and verbal
comments about your community newspaper, always constructive whether positive or negative.
The closest to criticism has
been that the paper is lacking a
‘voice’, in the sense that on the
stories we have published that
have been potentially contentious we have not taken a
definite view. For example, on
the front page of the last issue
we reported on the consultation
about proposed changes in aircraft routes that fly over HP16
but we deliberately did not align
ourselves with the ‘for’ or
‘against’ camp.

The reason for this is not that
we are a bunch of wimps with no
opinions of our own. We have
embraced old fashioned newspaper principles, and we genuinely
wish for this community newspaper to inform and reflect the
views of the people who live here.
You will see in this edition
how the letters have come pouring in, regular features are growing and local characters and
contributors are populating our
pages. A community enterprise
like this is a complex project.
We, the editors, are local volunteers just like the many others
involved in this enterprise, and
without the financial support of
our members, donors and advertisers we could not continue.
We would however like to
prove the sceptics wrong and become a sustainable community
newspaper because, based on
your feedback, we believe we are
beginning to create a mouthpiece
for our readers and a forum for
debate for the community. In
fact, you are our voice.

Paperless village
Apologies to our readers in Ballinger, many of whom apparently did not receive a copy of the April/May edition.
Copies are still available so please contact us if you
would like one for reference, or you can view or download a PDF version from www.hp16.org.uk. We will try
to ensure that this doesn’t happen again.

© HP16 CIC 2008. It is our policy to correct any errors in print. If you
find an error of fact in these pages please let us know. We will carry any
corrections or clarifications at the earliest opportunity. While every care
has been taken to ensure that the data in this publication is accurate, neither the publisher nor its editorial contributors can accept, and hereby
disclaim, any liability to any party to loss or damage caused by errors or
omissions resulting from negligence, accident or any other cause.
HP16 - The Source does not officially endorse any advertising material
included within this publication. However, we are proud to be associated
with businesses in HP16 area and hope that you will support them.
To protect the rights of authors, we have to state that all rights are reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in any retrieval system, or transmitted in any form – electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording or otherwise. However, if contacted, we are
happy to assist you to obtain the rights to use articles or photographs in
non-profit situations or arrange an appropriate payment structure for
commercial applications.

HP16 – The Source is independent and
non political.
This community newspaper is printed on
100% recycled paper. Please recycle it again.

ISSUE 5, JUNE/JULY 2008
Deadline for contributions and
advertisements for September/October
issue is Friday 29 August.

Please help us
deliver here

Thank you to our supporters
Our membership numbers continue to grow and we
would like to express our gratitude for donations received
from Mr & Mrs Hofer, Stuart Smith, Joanna & Frank
Hyten, George Lambert, William Page, A W Baldwin,
Abbas Baghai, Robert Calow, Mr N Pearce, Don Richards,
Michael Jarzebowski and the late Dorothy Castledine.
It only costs £5 to become a member of HP16 CIC,
the Social Enterprise behind The Source. Please take
this opportunity to become a member today by completing and returning the coupon on this page, where
you will also be able to see our membership agreement.

Ê

Please get involved!

We are very keen to hear from you if you would like to be involved
in HP16 CIC. As it is a community organisation we are particularly
keen to welcome new community voting members. HP16 CIC will
use all its income and assets to promote its community benefit purposes, so membership will bring no financial interest or benefit (i.e.
the CIC will operate on a "non-profit distributing" basis). Each
member will have one vote. The subscription is £5 and acceptance
as a member is at the discretion of the board of HP16 CIC. Should
you simply wish to make a donation in addition or instead of
membership we would be very grateful for your support.

I
I

I wish to become a member and enclose a cheque for £5
payable to HP16 CIC
and / or
I wish to make a donation to HP16 CIC and enclose a
cheque for
made payable to HP16 CIC

Full name:
Address:

Phone number:
Email address:

Please cut out this portion and return it in an envelope
with your cheque(s) to HP16 CIC, c/o Great Missenden
Library, High Street, Great Missenden, HP16 0AL.
MEMBERSHIP AGREEMENT - HP16 CIC
Registered Company Number: 06338762
In consideration of subscribing the sum of £5
I request that the Directors of HP16 CIC (“the
Company”) register me as a member of the
Company. I warrant that I am over 18 years
of age and reside in the HP16 area of Buckinghamshire.
I understand that by becoming a member
of the company I may lose my £5 subscription should the Company become insolvent.
I also understand that the only right I attain as
a result of membership is to vote at the

Annual General Meeting of the Company or
such other meetings as the Company may
from time to time in its discretion call.
Specifically I understand that I have no
right to or expectation of the payment of any
dividend at any time either now or in the
future. The company has been formed to
support community activities and accordingly
any profits generated will be used to further
support and develop the operations of the
company.
I consent to my name being published as
a member of the Company.

Bottom-up
democracy
gets a chance
The Sustainable Communities Bill
received royal assent recently.
A “sustainable” community is seen
as one that has local job opportunities, facilities and a healthy
environment. By October the
Government has to ask every local

council to submit suggestions for
building sustainable communities.
We can only ensure that this Bill
has teeth by taking the opportunity to say what we need and making our voices heard. It is up to us
to make things actually happen.

Future editions
We’ve had a number of you asking us when the next edition of The Source will be available so we thought it
might be helpful if we gave you the schedule for future
editions with deadlines for contributions in each case.
Edition

Deadline

September/October
Friday 29 August
(note that we skip August due to summer holidays)
November/December
Friday 31 October
February/March
Friday 30 January
(we also skip January due to Christmas holidays)

Email: editor@hp16.org.uk
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Neighbourhood policing
PC Simon West, our Neighbourhood Specialist Officer, invites us
all to have our say for HP16
at a consultation meeting on
Tuesday, 24 June at 7pm at the
Prestwood Village Hall. The
top three priorities identified by
the public for the neighbourhood are:

Anti-social behaviour: as
young people gather, sometimes
in large numbers, making some
members of the public feel intimidated. They also engage themselves in underage drinking and
cause general noise nuisance.
Speeding and parking: as some
motorists fail to observe regula-

tions along Windsor Lane, Prestwood High Street, Wycombe
Road, Great Missenden High
Street and Browns Road.
But hearing what we have to
say now will be the priority for
this meeting! The neighbourhood police team can be contacted on 08458 505 505

The Lee Flower Show

by Marilyn Burrows
On Saturday 19 July, at the cricket
ground of the hilltop village, The
Lee, a much loved and quintessentially English event will take place.
The annual Flower Show attracts

many visitors who appreciate the
excellence in horticulture, cookery,
floral art and the creative arts, as
well as the sideshows and races put
on by villagers throughout the afternoon. Since 1892, then known as
the ‘Sunday Treat’, the Show’s Committee has gone to great lengths to

preserve its historic nature and
ethos of community and friendly
rivalry. Nowadays, entries from the
wider HP16 area are greatly encouraged, and the Classes extended
to reflect modern day interests.
With increased enthusiasm
for allotment ‘growing-your-own’
for the table, a bumper crop of
entries is anticipated, encouraging new exhibitors and novices
especially. Enter your best friend
(canine) for the fun dog show;
“Create-a-creature” - competitively (allcomers!). The animal
corner has goats (for kids), lambs
and cuddly real creatures; while
for you - afternoon tea, a good
pint in the beer tent, or Pimms to
cool off. All accompanied by the
repertoire of the Ellesborough
Silver Band, and Gt. Missenden
School’s Year 6 pop group.
In the evening, the Boogie
Rascals will perform live
jazz/blues/rock for the Flower
Show Dance crowd. Look out for
the Show posters, and the Schedules – available from hilltop village shops, Gt. Missenden library,
and Samways newsagents, for details of entry requirements. Further information, ring 01494
837550/862585, and get your entries, and your dog, ready!

Spirit of Prestwood 2008
May Day, 2008 dawned bright and
clear. Looking good for the Spirit
of Prestwood, particularly thinking
back to the torrential rain of 2004
and the merely very wet of 2006!
In common with both (and of
course on the Prestwood Common!), at lunchtime the sun
shone, attracting the good Prestwood people in droves. The bright
start certainly reduced stress levels
during preparations, but, more
importantly, set the stage for a

great day. Organised by the
Friends of Holy Trinity church in
Prestwood, the aim is to encourage community spirit in the village
by drawing local people together
with local charities, societies and
clubs providing stalls to promote
their activities and raise funds.
SEARCH, Holy Trinity’s
catering group provided teas and
cakes, the Friends of HT brought
beer and BBQ’s. Meanwhile Rotary measured blood pressures as

part of their stroke awareness
campaign. In support – music provided by local folk band, the
Wick Trimmers, and the Christian message in youthful contemporary music provided by the
Lighthouse Band.
The Friends of Holy Trinity
thank all those that took part
and, most especially, the tremendous people of Prestwood for
supporting so generously. Both
great fun and great fund raising!

Coming of age
It’s just over
a month before the tented village of Lighthouse almost doubles the
population of Great Missenden
for the first week of the summer
holidays. This year’s event will
focus on the “C”side! There’s still
plenty of time to get involved in
the fun as Lighthouse comes of
age – its 21st year! There’s healthy

physical work – complex mental
challenges and inspiring opportunities to work with the kids. This
year there’s an ‘Auction of Goods
and Promises’ on Saturday, 26th
July, and a ‘Gospel Illusionist and
entertainments’ on Saturday 2nd.
Register your children online at
www.lighthousemissenden.org
or call our new number 07530
395687.

Roald Dahl Museum wins
Visitor Attraction Award
In the national Enjoy England
Awards for Excellence 2008, ‘our
museum’ was recently awarded
another truly prestigious award.
Having qualified for the national
finals after winning the regional

award last year, the Museum faced
intense national competition and
rigorous shortlisting before receiving the top ‘Tourism Oscar’ at
a ceremony in St Georges Hall,
Liverpool on 23 April.

Amelia receiving tourism ‘oscar’

‘It’s fun
being a
vicar!’
says Deiniol Heywood, the Rector-to-be of Prestwood and Great
Hampden, ‘I really can’t understand why everyone doesn’t want
the job. It’s almost like a franchise
operation - you have a formalised
set-up, directions from the Bishop
and the Church but the rest, how
you make out in the job, is all
worked out within the community you serve – and what could
be more rewarding than celebrating God’s love within a community?’ More from Deiniol in our
next edition.

Noted for its all-round high
standards in terms of content,
presentation, visitor experience
and inspirational qualities, it was
particularly praised for its free
story-telling sessions, “motivating
and inspiring young children to explore their own creative potential”.
Amelia Foster, the Museum
Director said: “It is wonderful to
have this public recognition of
the high-quality visitor experience we strive to deliver and of
the dedication, enthusiasm and
vision of everyone who has contributed to it, from the original
creative team to our fantabulous
story-tellers”.
Felicity Dahl said: 'I could
not be more delighted. The Museum is a place that Roald - who
professed to hate most museums
- would have loved. It's full of
fun for children and adults alike.
It is inspiring and welcoming.”

4

HP16 – The Source June/July 2008

INTERVIEW & COMMUNITY

A decade of Mel
and Rosco too!
Ten years ago Melissa Hayward
had a career choice to make:
Champneys, ladies’ hairdressing

or the Barber Shop in Missenden. She chose the latter and
the rest is history.

Pucker up!

Conservation matters

Val at home

An unassuming
talent revealed
Interview with Val Eaton-Griffith
by Marilyn Burrows
Val Eaton-Griffith, a longtime
resident of Great Missenden, is a
founder member of The Friends
Of Great Missenden Parish
Church, and to support their
fundraising she has just published a delightful little guidebook called “Great Missenden
Has A Story To Tell”. In this attractive pocket size edition are
many historical anecdotes and
snippets of local information,
which she hopes will entertain
and help visitors get the most out
of their stay here. She travelled
around the villages in her quest
for the most unusual and interesting details which will raise
awareness of the area, and tempt
tourists to linger and then return.
Val doesn’t originate from
here, her childhood being spent in
north London. During the Second
World War she served in the ATS,
and when the family home was
bomb damaged, her parents
moved out with her to Grimms
Hill. Val’s early career was spent

Whether yours is a close shave
or a shaggy mop, if you’re one of
Mel’s many regular customers
you’ll know that she’s quite a character and that she can’t resist the
village chat and having a laugh or
two. You might even be one of
those whose first crop by Mel was
as a child but you’re still going
back to see her and her lovable
parrot, Rosco, when you can.
As well as being the shop’s
mascot, Rosco is Mel’s surrogate
baby and is a born performer
with an almost human personality (be careful what you say in
the shop – he’ll probably repeat
it!). So, ten years on the Barber
Shop is still doing good business
and with the dynamic duo of
Mel and Rosco at the helm it will
be providing a local service for
some time to come.

travelling the country, representing
the cosmetic house Elizabeth
Arden. It was her voluntary rehabilitation work with Patricia Neal,
Roald Dahl’s wife, however, which
set her off on a new and deeply satisfying journey in her life’s work.
At the time, the celebrated
actress had suffered a devastating
stroke which partially paralysed
her and severely affected her
speech. Val was asked by Roald
Dahl to spend time helping Patricia, and her therapy skills
aided the actress’s rehabilitation.
After a seemingly impossible
start, what sparked the recovery
was Val’s approach to Hollywood
gossip columnist Luella Parsons;
her salacious stories gave Patricia
the impetus to communicate
again! When she finally returned
to filming in America, Val
worked as her ‘prompter’, helping
her to remember her lines; together, they also made a special
film about the process of therapy
in stroke recovery.
Val was so inspired by the
power of therapy to overcome
brain injury that she set up a local

network of volunteer therapists to
assist in the early recovery and
continued rehabilitation of stroke
patients with speech difficulties.
Gradually, this network became
nationally recognised and coordinated. In time Val’s expertise was
acknowledged by the British Medical Journal, which published her
reports and research, even though
she had no medical training. Subsequently, the Chest & Heart Association adopted her therapy
approach, and two pilot schemes,
sponsored by the NHS, moved her
work forward to the point where
the Stroke Association was
formed, and stroke therapy finally
recognised as essential practise.
While she looks back with
great fondness to those challenging and exciting times, Val continues to use her great energy to
promote local causes, and hopes
that her book contributes to the
Church’s much needed funds.
‘Great Missenden Has a Story
To Tell’ available from the Roald
Dahl Museum shop and café,
Samways newsagents, and other
local outlets, price £6.50.

The day to day running of the
parish church is the responsibility of the congregation, but the
Friends of Great Missenden
Church have taken on the responsibility of raising funds to
contribute to the preservation of
this magnificent building because they appreciate its importance now and for the future.
Since The Friends formed as
a charity in 1997 they have provided over £30,000 towards
restoration and replacement projects. The Friends raise their funds
through subscriptions and regular
events. If you would like to find
out more please visit the website
www.missendenchurch.org.uk.
The Friends of Great Missenden Church contributed
£7,000 towards repairs to the

The Parish Church of
St Peter and St Paul
Courtesy Chiltern District Council
asymmetric church tower which
includes re-used material, prob-

ably from the original Missenden Abbey.

Email: editor@hp16.org.uk
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Send a cow

Centenary celebrations at Prestwood Infant School

Infants’ 100th birthday
Maurice Roberts
A Centenary, that’s something to
be proud of. My children went
there in 1968. The school’s vision augurs well for the future;
they believe every child should:
• Enjoy their childhood; be valued for their individuality, culture and heritage while
developing their potential in a
stimulating, creative and safe
learning environment.
• Be encouraged to lead healthy
lives, developing values that will
guide them through life and be
beacons for us as they help build
stronger community links.

As I parked, my first sighting
was of bicycles and scooters, signifying the intention to be more eco
friendly and to promote a healthier lifestyle. Inside, the greeting was
warm and welcoming with the
subdued hum of activity and an
aura of serenity. Mrs Jean O’Keeffe, Headteacher, took me on a
walk down memory lane. I had no
doubt that the children were
happy and enjoying their learning.
The children, all 4 – 7 year olds,
have drawn their thoughts for a
three dimensional wooden sculpture to grace the entrance hall.
Artist, Kevin Harrison, will distil
their contributions to produce a
work of art. The brief is secret so
we will have to wait and see!

Another impressive feature
was to see they had a ‘School
Council”. When I remarked on
that, Mrs O’Keeffe replied, “they
come up with some excellent
ideas!” Ofsted’s May 2008 report:
“Good school with outstanding
features. Success stems from the
leadership of the Headteacher
who provides clear vision and di-

rection to a caring and committed
staff. Pupils’ personal behaviour
and development, including their
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is exemplary”.
Awarded the prestigious
‘ICT Award’ in May 2007 they
also hold an ‘Active Mark’ for
working in Sport partnership
with other local schools.

Free local websites Shop hits its target
Clubs and community groups in HP16 can now have their own
free website, email address and web directory listing courtesy of
Bucksinfo.net. The service is funded by the local county and
district councils and no special computer software or skills are
needed. To apply for your free website or to get your current
website on the Bucksinfo.net directory visit www.bucksinfo.net,
email support@bucksinfo.net or call 01296 383629.

The Lee Parish Community
Shop has achieved its fund raising target for the construction of
a permanent building costing
£45000, which is excellent news,
because using the Portakabin
was possible for a limited period
only, to comply with Green Belt
and AONB regulations.
This project, first conceived
in 2005, received enthusiastic
support. Though the concept
had worked in Hyde Heath,

Charity in action in Uganda
In 1988 some UK dairy farmers
sent pregnant cows from their
own herds to poor Ugandan
families, with each family passing on their first heifer to another poor farmer. This year the
Christian charity Send a Cow
celebrates its 20th anniversary of
supporting vulnerable people,
now in ten African countries,
with ‘big birthday bashes’ across
the UK in aid of the charity.
Local Send a Cow Ambassador,

Jan Lowe, has arranged a bash
on Sunday 6 July from 12-3pm
at Little Kingshill Baptist
Church, with a barbecue, raffle,
family games and a chance to
meet Ida Hodoto from the charity’s Uganda branch.
The event is free but charity
gifts and donations will be welcome. For more information call
Jan on 01494 890675 or Kirstine
Dunhill at Send a Cow on 01225
871940.

Temporary shop at The Lee

many doubted it’s viability in the
smaller and more scattered
parish of The Lee. However
one year’s experience in temporary facilities has proved its
viability.
Thanks to a grant from the
Plunkett Foundation, an associated bank loan, a County Council grant and the generosity of
local residents, building work
will start on 21 July and be completed in October.

Surprisingly different
Gifts, Cards, Toys, Garments
and Pictures. Picture Framing
in our own workshop
49, The High Street, Great Missenden

01494 866208
www.elizabethgallery.co.uk
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Playtime for toddlers
Prestwood Mother & Toddlers
group meets every Wednesday in
the youth hut on Prestwood
Common between 9.45-11.15am
for children from babies to
school age.
The group offers weekly play,
craft and singing activities as well
as snack time with milk for the
children and coffee for mums and
carers, all for only £1.20. Parties

It’s party time!

Hands across the
A413 and beyond
Rogation Sunday is traditionally
the time for beating the bounds
of the church parish when the
vicar leads the parishioners on a
walk around the parish boundary but for the parish of Great
Missenden with Ballinger and

Little Hampden this can take a
long time! As an alternative this
year the two outposts of the
parish got together when people
from Ballinger joined Little
Hampden villagers in a service
followed by lunch in Sir Leonard

Figg’s barn. Plans are in place for
a return visit to Ballinger in the
summer. The churches in
Ballinger and Little Hampden
are small but have very interesting histories, so why not pay
them a visit?

Eric Gill at work
(courtesy of www.ericgill.com)

are arranged twice yearly and the
next will be a teddies’ picnic on
16th July, with tickets costing £2
per child including entertainment.
All of the group’s costs are
met by weekly subs and fund raising initiatives. For more information contact Helen Armitage on
01494 890761 or email helenarmitage@hotmail.co.uk.

Student
grants
If you are under 25 and live in
Great Missenden parish or have
attended Great Missenden Combined School, you could be eligible for a charitable grant to help
you pay for further education, or
to buy books, tools, instruments
or special clothing if you are entering a profession or trade on
leaving school. Applications must
be made in writing by 30 September to the Managing Trustees c/o
Great Missenden C of E Combined School, Church Street,
Great Missenden HP16 0AZ.

Who was Eric Gill?
One of the most famous artists,
typographic designers and sculptors of his era, Eric Gill lived in
North Dean from 1928 until he
died of lung cancer in 1940. Gill
was a devout Catholic but had
some strange ideas about family,
work and religious life and had
numerous lovers; quite how his
local priest rationalized those circumstances is not clear. The son of
a congregational minister, Gill was
apprenticed to an architect but
went on to study print making,
stone masonry and calligraphy. He
was a charismatic figure and at-

tracted many notable artists as apprentices to his artistic communes. His prolific work includes
the sculpture `Prospero & Ariel`
on the front of BBC Broadcasting
House. The typeface for which he
is most renowned is Gill Sans, designed for the London and South
East Railways, adopted in the
1990s by the BBC for its logo and
on-screen graphics, and chosen by
The Little Kingshill Village Society
for their logo. The area that he
lived in has changed very little and
still has the tranquillity that Gill
found so appealing.

Can you help with tea?
Two communities
come together

Contact the Elderly aims to provide companionship at weekends
for older isolated people in HP16
who have inadequate or no family
support. Volunteers with cars collect the guests who meet for tea in
a private house, visiting a different
home each month. You will be
welcome if you would benefit

Tea and company

from the warmth of companionship and conversation but may
not feel at ease in a club, or lack
confidence to use community
transport. The service is free.
Help is needed in a number
of ways: you could become a volunteer host by inviting a group to
your home for afternoon tea. If

you have access to a car, why not
be a volunteer driver once a
month? Lastly, if you know someone who might like to join the
group, tell them about it and let
us know if they are interested. To
find out more, phone Jan Lowe
on 01494 890675 or Liz Sheppard
on 01494 864591.

Email: editor@hp16.org.uk

ENVIRONMENT 7

Overstroud Cottage open garden
Susan and John Brooke have
been opening their garden at
Frith Hill for charity now for 19
years. On 18 May, visitors were
lucky to have some sun to show
up the riot of colour among the
spring flowers. The profusion of
old cottage garden plants, such
as poppies, geraniums, herbs,
hellebores, primulas, lungwort,
fringe-cups, etcetera, was disordered enough to please, disguising the effort that must be put
in to keep a good balance and
prevent any one plant getting

out of control. Even the verge
outside is a pleasant meadow
with red campion, ragged robin
and fumitory.
The garden is situated in a
dell just sufficiently off the
main road from Great Missenden to Chesham for the
bushes and trees to screen off
the sight and sound of the hectic modern-day and create a
haven of peace. Built on two
levels within an old chalk
quarry, the garden is sheltered
and ideal for encouraging the

The distinctive cottage
overlooks a riot of colour
in spring and summer

Susan and John
Brooke in their delightful
cottage garden

flowers. At one time they quarried chalk-rock here, the
harder chalk that was used as a
building-stone, perhaps in the
nearby church of St Peter and
St Paul or in Missenden Abbey.
Above the house is the Woodland Trust’s Chalkdell Wood,
which encloses still evident remains of a moated medieval
homestead – perhaps the original Great Missenden Manor,
which would certainly have
been situated quite close to the
church, but up here on the hill

was safe from regular winter
flooding of the River Misbourne by which the houses of
the “commoners” were built.
Overstroud Cottage itself, a
white building with distinctive
tall windows, was built in the
seventeenth century as a “fever
house” where contagious patients could be housed in isolation, and medicinal herbs were
grown in the garden.
Look out for next spring’s
open days – this garden is well
worth a visit.

New Local Wildlife Site
announced in HP16

Nanfan Wood, on the Wren
Davis Farm at Prestwood, has
bee designated as a Local
Wildlife Site, after surveys last
year and assessment by a panel
of county experts. Declaration
as a Local Wildlife Site means
that special consideration has
to be given to the wildlife value
of the site if there are any planning applications that might
affect it. The owner also receives free management advice

from the County Council
Countryside Services Team.
The western part of Nanfan Wood has been continually
wooded as far back as maps go,
so it may well be ancient woodland, although it would have
been replanted many times.
The eastern part has at times
been cultivated for crops and
was planted with pines at one
time, although most of these
have now been removed. The
edge here, however, is an ancient parish boundary and was
marked by a substantial double
hedge where many woodland
flowers grew, and many of
these still remain. The woodland is now mostly beech and
wild cherry, with other trees
like hornbeam. Some of the
beeches on the west side are
250 years old. There are several
public footpaths through and

beside the wood, and the owners have set up another permissive path that connects them
up. The name Nanfan comes
from the family who owned the
wood in the 18th century and
lived at Nanfans Grange.
Wren Davis Ltd bought the
wood in the 1980s, after a period of neglect. They have several other Local Wildlife Sites
on their farm already, including Stonygreen Bank, which
has interesting chalk downland
flowers and is traversed by a
footpath, and Meads Garden
Field, which has hundreds of
cowslips and other flowers and
is good for butterflies, although there is no public access. The whole farm is
registered organic and shows
how farming and wildlife are
not incompatible as long as
farmers are sympathetic to

preserving our country heritage. Wren Davis, a son of a
prominent farming family on
Denner Hill, took over
Collings Hanger Farm in 1923
and his grand-daughter, Virginia Deradour, now manages
it. On hearing the news, Virginia said, “I am very pleased
that the wood is recognised for
its wildlife value and that so
many walkers use the paths.”

Magnificent beech
trees in Angling
Spring Wood under
threat from thieves

Illegal damage
to Angling
Spring Wood
In mid-May well-organised and
brazen thieves drove a truck illegally up the track to the east
entrance to Angling Spring
Wood, broke down the fence,
cut the chain and padlock on
the gate, felled a large mature
beech tree, took away the wood,
and left an area of plants and
rare fungi as a rutted quagmire.
The work must have taken sev-

eral hours and occasioned
much noise, and the thieves
must have been passed by
dozens of dog-walkers, but
nothing was reported until
they had vanished entirely. If
anyone has any information on
the persons involved or their
truck, please phone David
Stowe at Chiltern District
Council on 732093.

Primroses and
bluebells abound in
Nanfans Wood

Did you know?
Collings Hanger Farm in Prestwood contains the only site in the county for the rare
“corky-fruited water dropwort”, a plant which is being carefully monitored by the
Bucks Rare Plants Group. And the name was not made up by Roald Dahl!

Did you witness this happening?
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COMMUNITY

Thanks from Afghanistan
Prestwood evening W.I. group
has sent shoeboxes, containing

biscuits, cakes, sweets, games,
books, toiletries and a hand-

Georgia and
Jessica Godfrey,
with letters
and boxes

written letter of good wishes to
the troops in Afghanistan.
About 170 boxes have been sent
since February and thank-you
letters have been received from
the 23rd Regiment and the 20th
Paratroop Regiment. Val Corteen, who co-ordinates sending
the boxes, has been overwhelmed by the support of
Prestwood residents for their
donations and support including Prestwood Post Office,
which posted the boxes.
The latest requests from the
sweltering troops include flipflops and T-shirts, which can be
left in one of the collection boxes
in Prestwood shops.

Forget-Me-Not club in earlier days

The hand of friendship
Prestwood Forget-Me-Not club
for the older people in the village
has been part of local life for
nearly fifty years. The club motto
is "the hand of friendship welcomes you" and it meets in the

village hall on the first Tuesday in
each month for entertainment,
tea, and outings. Fund raising
events include a jumble sale in
March and an Autumn Fayre.
New members are welcome and

for those who find it difficult to
get to the hall the Age Concern
minibus is available. If you wish
to help or to join please contact
Joan Palmer on 01494 863982 or
Peggy Barrett on 01494 862513.

The Rotary Club of Great Missenden has donated £500 to the
Shelterbox Trust for the Burmese
cyclone disaster. Boxes contain a
large tent, thermal blankets, a
multi-fuel stove, water purification tablets and other essentials
for a family of ten for six months.
ShelterBox volunteers were
one of the first aid agencies to gain
access into Burma and over 1500
Boxes have been distributed by the
Burmese Fire and Rescue Service.
A further 400 are being delivered
to China. Your monetary donations are urgently needed. For
further information please email

info@shelterbox.org or call
01326 569782, or contact local

Rotarian John Skrimshire on
01494 862288.

Ready, steady, duck! Emergency funds needed
On 31st August a quarter of a
million yellow plastic ducks will
be released into the River Thames
to race over a one kilometre
course near Hampton Court in
the Great British Duck Race.
It costs only £2 to adopt a
duck and take part in this exciting
race. There are 30 top prizes, with
a whopping £10,000 first prize.

Donations made above £2 will
benefit the Prestwood-based
Thomas Ball Children's Cancer
Fund, which raised £500 from donations from last year’s race. For

more information about the charity phone 01494 890157 or check
out www.thomasball.org.uk and
to adopt a duck visit www.thegreatbritishduckrace.co.uk.

Rotary Club at Spirit of
Prestwood with Shelter Boxes

Charity Fashion Show
by Laurel Swayne
Prestwood Village Hall was the
unlikely venue for a recent Fashion Show, with local shops providing the fashions before a

Local models with
local fashions

sell-out audience. Fleur began
the evening with a range of exotic swimwear, followed by a
spring collection of ladies’ wear
from Papillon Boutique. Legallienne Designs concluded the
show with their beautiful gowns

for brides, bridesmaids and
other important occasions. All
of the models were volunteers.
This was a true village event,
which raised over £2,500 for
Cancer Research UK and was
supported by local businesses.

Email: adverts@hp16.org.uk
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A distinctive brand – HP16
by Linda Walton

Great Missenden and Prestwood
are contrasting and complimentary villages. In Missenden we’ve
pretty well lost our independent

food retailers – but they’re flourishing in Prestwood. In Missenden
we have fashion shops and furnishings; in both we have post offices, doctors, dentists, solicitors
and excellent small retail outlets. In
both we have schools and places of
worship – fundamental to a sense
of community. Missenden has a
conference centre. Pubs and eateries abound. Crime is modest. We
even have a destination museum!
And the villages are surrounded by
countryside and lovely hamlets
unsurpassed this close to the
urban sprawl of London.
My organisation, the Federation of Small Businesses, is running a national campaign
entitled ‘Keep Trade Local’ encouraging all who influence the
local community – shoppers,

planners, councillors – to do
what they can to help local businesses to flourish. I reckon we
could make HP16 a ‘test case’ for
showing the rest of the country
how to make this work – if we
work together.
High Wycombe has just
launched its new shiny retail
centre; Aylesbury’s regeneration
is taking shape. What better time
is there than to create the ‘HP16
brand’ – the place to come when
you’re tired of the hustle and
bustle of big town life?
Let’s have some balanced
thinking about access and particularly parking. Secondly let’s resist turning land and premises
over to residential use and keep
small, scalable business premises
in both our villages. And finally

let’s promote our joint offering to
residents and businesses alike and
fight to keep our local services.
If you believe in our local
shops and want them to continue
then go on line at www.fsb.org.uk
and sign our national petition to
‘Keep Trade Local’. And then
make sure that the very next thing
that you buy is from an HP16
company.

Spare us an hour
of your time
Everyone’s so busy these days but we want more of
you to give a little time to help in producing The
Source. We need:
• Volunteers to edit a page of articles each, once
every two months
• Reporters to find out what’s happening locally
• Photographers
• People who can raise funds
• Young people to tell us what young people want
and do
• Web design skills for developing www.hp16.org.uk
It’s quite therapeutic and it’s a great feeling to give
something back to the community. Please call us
now on 01494 865333.

HP16 online
If you’re web savvy and have ever
Googled any of our local village
names the chances are that you

will find a plethora of websites
that have something to do with
the community - www.hp16.info
is a new one to look out for. But
do you use the web for local information and news or are you a
dedicated Source reader?
We are using the domain
www.hp16.org.uk to publish
back-issues of The Source online
but little else to date, which
seems a bit of a missed opportunity. So what would you do with
our hp16 domain? Please email
editor@hp16.org.uk with your
ideas.

Growing Boys2men
Prestwood’s Boys2men have expanded their business to include no-fuss
hair cuts for girls on Wednesdays and Thursdays and hair colouring for
boys. Our apologies to Boys2men for omitting this from our last edition.

Pensions made simple
by Kim Williams,
Michael Moore
Life & Pensions

We DESIGN AND PRINT business stationery,
brochures and mailers at the best prices
Hawkes Design & Publishing Ltd, 59a The Broadway,
High Street, Chesham, Bucks HP5 1BX
t> 01494 793000 e> phawkes@btconnect.com

Pensions don’t have to be
complicated. We provide
the answers to some of the
questions we are asked on
a regular basis.

A:

Everyone can pay £3,600
p.a. into a pension even if they
have no earnings and still receive
tax relief. This means that for a
payment of £2,880 a non earner
could have a total of £3,600 invested in a pension fund –
growth of 25% in one year. The
payment can also be made by a
husband for his wife or by a parent or grandparent for a child.

Q: Is it worthwhile paying Q: Can I pay more than this
money into a pension?

and will I still receive tax relief?

A: If you are working you can
pay up to 100% of your earnings
into your pension fund up to a
maximum of £235,000. You receive full tax relief on all payments made, therefore if you are
a higher rate tax payer and contribute a gross payment of
£20,000, you could receive tax
relief of £8,000.
Kim will answer readers’ financial questions so please e-mail
her at kim@mmlp.co.uk.

In association with
INDEPENDENT
FINANCIAL ADVISERS

Authorised and Regulated by the
Financial Services Authority

59 High Street, Gt. Missenden,
Buckinghamshire, HP16 0AL
Telephone: 01494 863614 (5 lines)
Fax: 01494 890070
Email: mail@mmlp.co.uk
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PUZZLES

Source crossword no.5
In the completed diagram find the name of an HP16 community, plus both a pub and a
farm there. £10 prize for the first correct entry drawn after the closing date of 31 July 2008.
by Dialogos

Solution to SOURCE
Crossword No.4

The winner was
David Hillas
of Prestwood
who received
a £10 prize.

ACROSS
1. What you might put your head in, right in a
vegetable! (5)
5. Depression about public relations could
stop the wheels turning (5)
9. Flying creature turns wing a number of
degrees (5)
11. One of two, the first ones to get executed
feel the pain (6)
13. Decree is in reverse (4)
15. Measure of short space? (3)
16. After bad smell get oxygen to show
disapproval (3)
17. You need a spaniel with a wing to get a
young male bird (8)
18. Getting almost white with age, stop! (3)
19. Article used by mathematician (3)
20. Horse – namely a headless one (4)
21. I see leopard, strangely, that colours the
country yellow (11, 2 words)
22. Deposited face back to front (4)
23. Note fifty in English river … (3)
25. and same number in, er, German port (3)
26. Bends in vice’s ruin, destroyed as I leave (8)
29. Understand how to do archaeology (3)
31. Star-sign of Tolstoy, perhaps (3)
32. Hear the bells sounding for Dickens’
heroine (4)
33. In these affairs lovers lose equality (6)

34. Material found among waste elements (5)
35. Secret agent’s back around about old
battle-scene (5)
36. Allen, perhaps, is tough and fibrous (5)

DOWN
1. “Stop Sheepdog Day”, you hear.
“Give us a break!” (11)
2. Eat up, girl! (4)
3. Thin material made up by writer (5)
4. Post bet (5)
6. For each one in a place to land (4)
7. Play after ace has gone (3)
8. Late jazzman gave me glee and glory in
profusion (11, 2 words)
10. Former auditor (it’s said) at the
Treasury (9)
12. Local business views rand dubiously
(9, 2 words)
14. Climbing up and removing small plates (7)
16. On account of live produce (7)
23. Jack’s in front with change of direction (5)
24. Slow, ie fast at nothing (5)
27. This is – perhaps you haven’t! (4)
28. Father went in front and promptly
disappeared! (4)
30. This little devil doesn’t half get in the
way (3)

When sending completed entries for crossword 5, please
enter your name and address here:

and send to:
H P 1 6 - T H E S O U RC E ,
C / O G R E AT M I S S E N D E N
L I B R A RY, H I G H S T R E E T,
G R E AT M I S S E N D E N ,
HP16 0AL

Where in HP16?
Can you tell where this photo was taken and what it shows?
The photograph in our
April/May edition was of "The
Cage" at the end of Great Missenden High Street, near the fire
station. At one time it was the
overnight accommodation for
miscreants, drunks and rowdies
in the village, sent there from the

local court, which is the timber
and brick building behind the
George pub, dating from the fifteenth century. The Cage was restored by the Parish Council in
1896. The winner of the £5 prize
was Jane Martin of Great Missenden. Here’s this edition’s

poser. Please send your answer to
HP16 - The Source, c/o Great
Missenden Library, High Street,
Great Missenden, HP16 0AL or
email us at editor@hp16.org.uk.
As usual there's a £5 prize for the
first correct entry drawn after the
closing date of 31st July.

Take a photo – 08/08/08!
Hopefully we’re managing to demonstrate
that there’s plenty worth celebrating around
HP16. Now we have a challenge for you: take
a photograph on Friday 8 August – 08/08/08
– and send it to us at the library or by email
at editor@hp16.org.uk. Make it something or

someone that grabs your imagination,
whether you’re in HP16 or elsewhere in the
world on that day. There will be prizes and
an exhibition later in the year. So, please
write “Take a photo for The Source” in your
diary for Friday 8 August now!

Email: editor@hp16.org.uk

HEALTH & WELLBEING 13

What’s your vision? Beauty and therapy
by Maurice Roberts
There’s a Chinese saying that envisages “a healer in every family
and a world without pain” and
an old song I’m sure you will remember that goes “I’d like to
build the world a home and furnish it with love”; quite ambitious goals when you consider
our lives today. We see break-

downs in our society - graffiti in
our village? Do we take responsibility to cultivate a sense of values or pass the buck - the schoolthe police - not having the right
amenities? Remember when all
that was needed was a wall, an
open space - a skipping rope, a
ball and bat?
Habits and behaviours have
to be cultivated and nurtured or,
before we are aware of it, the
weeds take over. When
were you upset at
someone’s actions or
comments? How did
you feel, react or respond? When did you
upset someone by
words or actions? How
did you feel? How did
they respond? When
did you last acknowledge someone’s courtesy on the road? Not a
big deal to raise a hand
to say “thanks!” but did
you? We hate to be
hooted at, yet we do it
and then get angry
when it’s done to us.
We are all in pain, suffering from the same
fears. We walk down

the street wearing our masks, yet
longing to be uplifted and affirmed.
How have you made a difference or do you make a difference
in your family and community?
Making a positive difference is
simple. Follow the code: don’t do
to others what you don’t want
done to yourself. Like the law of
gravity, the Law of Cause and Effect works, whether we believe it
or not. Put out good thoughts
and actions. They go out gathering ‘friends’ and come back to
you multiplied many times. Who
in their right minds would want
to be negative, knowing what the
outcome will be?
Everything happens in our
lives, no exceptions, according
to how we interact with the
moment – everything! The grand
principle is that we take from life
in the moment, what we bring to
it ourselves. Our deepest meaning is that we are created to transcend ourselves over and over
again. No question – no answer!
What is your vision?
“Every good thing lies on
the razor edge of danger and
must be fought for” (Thornton
Wilder)

Hughenden Valley Pharmacy
Located in Hughenden Valley Surgery (corner of Cryers Hill and Valley Rd)
We dispense NHS and private prescriptions (including vet
and dental) for surgery and non-surgery patients.
We offer: • A wide range of over the counter medicines
• A full time pharmacist for health care advice
• Caring staff offering a professional and friendly service
• First aid supplies
We are found at Hughenden Valley Surgery, Valley Road, Hughenden,
High Wycombe, Bucks. Free parking available for customers
Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday 8.00am -12.30pm,1.30pm - 6.30pm

For fitness, health
and wellbeing,

GET ACTIVE!

CHALFONT
BASKETBALL
Wednesdays 6.30-7.15pm
All adults 16 to 60+ are
welcome to these fast,
friendly games at
Chalfont Leisure Centre

Call 01494 793000

in Great Missenden

Annie at work
Great Missenden residents may
have noticed the Oasis Beauty
Spas in The Old Red Lion Building in the High Street. Opened

last August, the beautifully refurbished salon has already attracted
many loyal customers. Earlier this
year they added to their services

by including the complementary
therapies Reflexology and The
Bowen Technique, a gentle, but
highly-effective muscle release
therapy. Annie Hamilton of Positive Health, who has been working with Bowen for around three
years, says “It has a very broad
spectrum of application, including back, neck and shoulder
pain, frozen shoulder, whiplash,
migraine, asthma, and a whole
host of other issues. It is especially effective in helping those
everyday aches and pains
brought on by the stress of our
busy lives and jobs.”
Last year a national Bowen
research project into back pain
showed that around 90% of
people treated experienced either complete relief or a significant improvement in their
condition. Annie has just taken
part in this year’s project on
neck and shoulder pain and believes it to have achieved similar
levels of improvement. For contact details see the advertisement
on this page.
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Letters
What a lot for an allotment!
As a keen gardener I have often cast covetous glances from my home in Church Lane
towards the old walled garden in Missenden Abbey grounds containing the sadly
derelict greenhouses. I have recently discovered that the previous owners of my house
ran a small nursery on the site providing work opportunities for people with special
needs, hence the large greenhouse in my garden. I feel a strong urge to continue the
link with the site - I imagine running it as a smallholding with chickens, maybe ducks,
or (more realistically) as an allotment. I went to the Abbey and was allowed to explore
the site. The greenhouses were neglected but not totally unusable; the Misbourne even
runs through the plot. I was joined by Steve Crawford, the Conference Centre Director,
who would allow its use as allotments but brought me down to earth with a bump
when he said that he was looking for an annual rental of at least £5000 pounds. So
bang goes my fantasy. Or does it?

Daphne Page

Fight the flab
I was very concerned to read your somewhat flabby front page article on NATS proposals to move flight paths (The Source April/May). I had hoped to read a call to arms
and strong encouragement from you for residents of Prestwood as a matter of urgency
to contact NATS by email and actively involve themselves in the consultation process.
Instead, although your article did refer to the consultation process, there was substantial emphasis in it placed on arguments for not getting concerned; indeed the only
quotations were from those who see more problems from balloons and ambient traffic. Air traffic noise is far more intrusive than that of road traffic, particularly when
one is trying to enjoy sitting in one's garden or walking in the AONB. To compare it
with the overflying of hot-air balloons is ludicrous.

Keith Davies

Response from the editors:
This is a community newspaper, not an organ for the opinions of the editors. We won’t
tell anyone what to think or do but will present information that is sent to us for others
to make up their own minds. The Source is a true community enterprise so if anyone
has an issue or idea they can tell us about it and we’ll cover it if we have space amid
the good news.

Eroding the AONB?
As many people have said [regarding flight paths], this is the thin end of the wedge and
the Chilterns are under threat as never before. One can easily imagine a situation
where the housing pressure from all sides and the consequent massive traffic increases
will gradually erode the boundaries of the AONB and in time the Chiltern countryside
as we know it will disappear altogether. It is up to all of us who live in the area to make
a stand now. In a few years it will be too late.

Peter Osborne

More facts, please?
Kind of NATS to supply the flight path from Luton over our area. I wonder to what
extent the flight paths from Heathrow and Stansted will overlap this one. Will NATS
reveal all the London area flight paths? There is little point in consultations until facts
and intentions are in the public domain.

I.C.Smith

A bumper cherry crop
Re: your article about the Bucks Cherry Turnover recipe. I was brought up in Holmer
Green and I recall these turnovers being called 'Cherry Bumpers'.

Pat Chantler

Not a pretty pathway
Although I agree that some pavements in the village are afflicted by dog excrement [The
Source April/May), I wonder if those mothers citing dog faeces as the reason for not walking their children to school are merely making excuses for using their 4x4s for this purpose.

Dennis Gambier

What’s in a name?
When I moved to Prestwood in 1968 I was led to believe that the path (“Not a pretty
pathway”, The Source April/May) was called "The Brumigem". I regret that I have no
idea of the origin of that name.

David Abbis

Eyesore or motel?
With reference to the article in The Source (April/May) I wish to let you know that
my husband, myself and our two adult children who live in Prestwood feel strongly
that a Motel at the Deep Mill site would be a huge advantage to this area. At present
there is limited accommodation in Great Missenden and the surrounding areas. People planning weddings and other events find that it is necessary to organise accommodation for their guests quite a distance from here. In addition, from a tourist point
of view, a motel would provide good accommodation for people who wish to explore
the area (walkers, cyclists etc). We cannot understand why anyone can say that a motel
would contribute nothing to the area in terms of useful facilities.

Mary Craig

More accommodation needed for visitors
The council part-justified its local new village road speed restrictions to allegedly encourage more walkers, cyclist and tourists but the available hotel or overnight accommodation
in this area is abysmal and doesn’t encourage these aims, so why the apparent conflict of
motives? We need more accommodation so that visitors can enjoy the Chilterns.

Don Richards
Please send your letters to The Source by email to editor@hp16.org.uk
or by post to HP16 – The Source, c/o Great Missenden Library,
High Street, Great Missenden, HP16 0AL.

Email: editor@hp16.org.uk
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Source HP16 events
The

Saturday 14 June to
Sunday 29 June
Bucks Open Studios. 21 artists in 17
studios. Information available from
end of April at www.bucks-open-studios.org.uk or in directory available
at the end of May. Further details
Trish Woodcock 01296 614283

Saturday 21 June
Family Fun Afternoon at Roald
Dahl’s Gipsy House garden in aid
of the Roald Dahl Foundation.
Amersham Brass Band, children’s
side shows, Dahl readings, Mr
Marvel Magician, teas, Pimms tent,
ice creams. 2pm to 5pm. Entry £5,
children £2.50. Whitefield Lane,
Great Missenden. Details Jo Smith
01494 890465 or fundraising@
roalddahlfoundation.org

Sunday 22 June
Summer Fayre, Little Kingshill
Combined School. BBQ, fun and
entertainment for all the family.
12-3pm. Contact sararik@aol.com
for further information

Tuesday 24 June
Neighbourhood Policing:
Consultation Meeting. Prestwood
Village Hall. 7pm

Thursday 26 June

Road Prestwood. Sponsored by The
Thomas Ball Children's Cancer
Fund. Enquiries 01494 890157 or
07947646387.

Saturday 2 August

Saturday 13 September

Thursdays

Gospel illusionist and entertainments: Lighthouse Marquee, Buryfield 8.00pm Details: 07530395687

Weekly lunch club in the Baptist
Hall Great Missenden for over 55's.
Details Sally Appleby 01494 488549.

Tuesday 8 July

Monday 4 August

Flower Festival to celebrate 230
years of Great Missenden Baptist
Church. Great Missenden Baptist
Church 9.30am – 6pm. Admission
free. Refreshments available

Prestwood Evening W.I., Bucks
Cottage Crafts by Mrs. Dineen,
Prestwood Village Hall 7.45pm.
Details Mrs. Helen Glenister 01494
863972
First planning meeting for Prestwood’s Spirit of Christmas 2008.
Prestwood schools and charities
and other interested organisations
and traders in Prestwood are invited to attend. JNP, Chequers Parade 6pm. For details tel. Laurel
Swayne 01494 863080

Thursday 10 July
Little Kingshill WI. Centre of Hearing Dogs for Deaf People. 2pm
Little Kingshill Village Hall. Details
Margaret Emery 01494 863859
Prestwood Gardening Society, Pot
plants in the home by Nicholas
Morgan, superintendent of Glass,
Propagation and Research at Wisley.
Prestwood Village Hall 8pm. Details
from Joan Hawes 01494 865272

Saturday 12 July

GM Public meeting – the future of
Great Missenden, Memorial Centre
and Parish: 7.30 p.m Great Missenden Memorial Centre

Prestwood Gardening Society
coach trip to West Green Gardens,
Hampshire, a National Trust
garden. Details from David Latham
01494 714272

Friday 27 June

Wednesday 16 July

Visit the book doctor at Great
Missenden Library 10.30am to 12
noon. Free information and advice
about books and authors, and coffee.

Sunday 29 June
Barbeque and Fun Day at Ballinger
Memorial Hall. Details 01494
866161 or 837214
School Fayre at Prestwood Junior
School, from 11am
Prestwood Supporters of Cancer
Research UK. Prestwood Annual
Garden Trail along Hotley Bottom
Lane starting at the Moat Lane end.
Tickets adults £4, children a donation on the day from Moat Lane
end of Hotley Bottom Lane or any
participating house. All types and
sizes of wonderful gardens, including one of the largest ponds in
Prestwood and a maze. 1p.m. to
5p.m. Details 01494 863080

Saturday 5 July
Little Kingshill Village Society Summer Social Supper. Our food bring your own wine. Tickets from
Cromar Carpets, Great Missenden
or committee members. Little
Kingshill Village Hall 8pm
Prestwood Infants School Centenary Summer Ball. Tickets on sale
now from the school. 01494 862263
Quiz and Supper Evening organised
by Holy Trinity. At Prestwood Village
Hall 7pm Tickets £10 including
supper from Mike Marsh 01494
862736 or Doreen Clarke 863397.

Monday 7 July
Open morning at Wycombe Magistrates Court. See the courts in
action. Booking essential. 9.30am to
12.30pm. Tel. 01494 651035 E mail
magswycombe@btinternet.com
Dragonflies parent bereavement
group 7.30 - 9.30pm. Set up by and
for parents who have lost a child
from babies to grown up children,
Dragonflies’ friendly and supportive
monthly meetings are held at Holy
Trinity Church Cottage, Wycombe

Prestwood Mother and Toddlers
Group Teddies’ picnic party with
entertainer, Barrel of Fun. At The
Youth Hut, Prestwood Common.
Tickets £2 per child. 9.45 - 11.45am.
Details Helen Armitage 01494 890761
Favourite Poems. A National Year
of Reading Event for adults. Great
Missenden library 2.30 -3.30pm.

Thursday 17 July
Gipsy House and the Plant
Specialist. £4, children free. Teas
available. 2pm -5pm, Whitefield
Lane, Great Missenden. Details Jo
Smith 01494 890465 or fundraising@roalddahlfoundation.org
Great Missenden W.I., Graphology
by Mrs C Ruth Riley. Great Missenden Memorial Hall 7.30pm. Details Elizabeth Webster 01494 862000

Saturday 19 July
The Lee Flower Show. Exhibitors’
marquee, side shows, fabulous teas
accompanied by the Ellesborough
Band. Fun for all. Entry £2.50, children and oaps £1. The Lee Cricket
Ground. Gate opens 1.45pm

Tuesday 22 July
National Blood Transfusion Service
Donor Session. 2-3.55pm and 4.457.15pm. Prestwood Village Hall.

Friday 25 July
Buckinghamshire Pottery & Sculpture Society meeting, speaker
Marilyn Andreetti. Little Kingshill
Village Hall 8pm. Details Richard
Ballantyne 01296 738983

Saturday 26 July
Prestwood Nature Butterfly Walk.
Meet at Prestwood Picnic Site
car park. Leader Tony Marshall.
10am-1pm Details 01494 864251
Auction of Goods and Promises.
Lighthouse Marquee, Buryfield
8.00pm. Details: 07530395687

Tuesday 29 July
Prestwood Society Talk on the
history of foot and mouth painting.
Prestwood Village Hall 8pm

Dragonflies parent bereavement
group 7.30 - 9.30pm (see 7 July for
details)

Wednesday 6 August
Prestwood Afternoon W.I.
Incredible Coincidences, Prestwood
Village Hall 2.15pm. Details from
01494 866894

Thursday 14 August
Prestwood Gardening Society,
Namaqualand Spring by Dr Peter
Branham, Prestwood Village Hall
8pm. Details from Joan Hawes
01494 865272

Tuesday 19 August
National Blood Transfusion Service Donor Session. 1.30-3.25pm
and 4.15-6.45pm. Prestwood
Village Hall.

Saturday 23 August
Prestwood Nature work-party in
Angling Spring Wood. Meet at gate
by main road for spreading woodchips on to paths, removing old
fences, pulling holly saplings.
10am-1pm. Details Tony Marshall
01494 864251

Saturday 30 August

Clearance at Brickpits Pond by
footpath off Nairdwood Lane,
Prestwood, opposite Honor Road.
This is a joint event by Prestwood
Nature with Chiltern Society Volunteers. 10am-1pm. Details Tony
Marshall 01494 864251

Sunday 14 September
Flower Festival at Great Missenden
Baptist Church. 12 noon – 6pm (see
Saturday above for further details)

Tuesday 16 September
National Blood Transfusion Service
Donor Session. 2-3.55pm and 4.457.15pm. Prestwood Village Hall.
Growing Together, Studying Together following part one of the Emmaus Bible study course. Venue
details available from the St Peter and
St Paul church office 01494 862352.

Thursday 18 September
Great Missenden W.I., Dolls Houses
- Christine Boxham. Great Missenden Memorial Hall 7.30pm. Details Elizabeth Webster 01494 862000

Tuesday 23 and
30 September

Iain Rennie Hospice at Home street
collection at Post Office and
Co-Op, Prestwood 9-1pm.

Growing Together, Studying Together. (see 16 September for details.)

Sunday 31 August

Buckinghamshire Pottery & Sculpture Society meeting, speaker
Jo Connell. Little Kingshill Village
Hall 8pm. Details Richard
Ballantyne 01296 738983

Great British Duck Race at Moseley
Lock, near Hampton Court. Adopt
a duck in aid of the Thomas Ball
Children’s Cancer Fund (see article
on page 10)

Monday 1 September
Dragonflies parent bereavement
group 7.30 - 9.30pm (see 7 July for
details)

Wednesday 3 September
Prestwood Afternoon W.I. Harvest
Lunch, Prestwood Village Hall
2.15pm. Details from 01494 866894

Friday 5 September
Buckinghamshire Adult Learning.
Find out about courses for
2008/9. Great Missenden library.
11am to 2pm.

Saturday 6 September
Prestwood Gardening Society
Annual Show, Prestwood Village
Hall 2pm

Sunday 7 September
Orchard & farming memorabilia;
John Parker, who until recently had
spent all his life in Prestwood, will
be opening his garden for a display
of old equipment and photos.
Refreshments. High Holborn Farm,
Little Kimble (off lane north from
B4009 by the railway bridge in
village). 2.30-5pm

Tuesday 9 September
Prestwood Evening W.I, flower arranging by Mrs Cundell. Prestwood
Village Hall 7.45pm. Details Mrs.
Helen Glenister 01494 863972

Thursday 11 September
Prestwood Gardening Society,
Shrubs of Distinction by John Negus.
Prestwood Village Hall 8pm. Details
from Joan Hawes 01494 865272
Little Kingshill W.I., Sylvia Eastgate
– Egg Decorating in the Fabergé
style. 2pm Little Kingshill Village
Hall. Details Margaret Emery 01494
863859

Friday 26 September

Saturday 27 September
Autumn Dinner at Ballinger
Memorial Hall. Details 01494
866161 or 837214
Great Missenden Community
Group Country Western & Barn
Dance Evening at Misbourne
School, 7.30 till late. Great Food &
Licensed Bar. Dress Optional.
Tickets Available for Sale from
Samways, Village Café, Wainwright
Direct & Café Toria.

Sunday 28 September
Back to Church Sunday, an invitation from St Peter and St Paul
Church, Great Missenden to a special service for visitors at 10am.

Tuesday 30 September
Growing Together, Studying Together. (see 16 September for details.)

Visit a church
Visit St Mary Magdalene Church,
Great Hampden.
Short guides to the ancient Church
are available as well as histories of
Hampden House. Open on the following Sundays from 2-5pm: 6 and
20 July, 3 and 17 August. Light refreshments available.
Cream teas at St Peter and St Paul,
Great Missenden.
Cream teas will be available in the
church each Sunday until 5 October
between 3pm and 5pm. Musical
recitals on occasion.

Fridays
Story time for pre-school children,
Great Missenden library 2pm every
week during term time

In school holidays
Great Missenden library Summer
Reading Scheme and other events.
Look in the library for more information.

Great Missenden library
Opening hours Monday – closed;
Tuesday 9.30am-5pm; Wednesday
9.30am-5pm; Thursday 9.30am1pm; Friday 9.30am-7pm; Saturday
9.30am-1pm; Sundays and Bank
holidays – closed

Prestwood Mobile library
Prestwood Village Hall alternate
Wednesdays 11.40-12.30 18 June
(later dates not available at time
The Source went to press)

Local Councillors’ Surgery
County, District and Parish Councillors available to meet with residents, Great Missenden Library 1st
Saturday of each month 10-11am.

Events at The Roald
Dahl Museum and
Story Centre
81-83 High Street Great
Missenden Bucks HP16 0AL.
01494 892192
www.roalddahlmuseum.org
The Museum, Shop and Café
Twit are open 10am to 5pm
Tuesday to Sunday,
plus half-term Mondays.
Unless otherwise stated there
is a charge for activities, in addition to the museum entry
charge. Many activities
should be pre booked.
For more information
contact the Roald Dahl Museum and Story Centre.
Thursday 19 June
Revolting Rhymes Open Air
Concert. Fantabulous concert featuring Roald Dahl’s ‘Cinderella’
from Revolting Rhymes. Bring your
cushions (and umbrellas!) Tickets
£10. Doors open 6.30 pm. Performance at 7.30 pm
Saturday 21 June 1.30pm and 3pm
Make your own three little pigs.
For all ages
Sunday 22 June 2.30pm to 3.30pm
Make your own revolting recipe.
For 6+ years.
Saturday 28 June 1.30pm and 3pm
Down in the jungle – make your
own animal print For 5+ years.
Sunday 6 July 2.30pm to 3.30pm
Make your own revolting recipe.
For 6+ years.
Saturday 12 July
12.30pm, 1.30pm and 2.30pm
Discover Dahl’s Archives. For 10+
years. FREE for Museum visitors

Wednesdays

Sunday 13 July
Chocolate decorating. 40 min.
sessions between 11.15am and 3pm.
For all ages

"Bounce & Rhyme" Songs & Nursery Rhymes for babies & pre-school
children. Great Missenden library
10.30-11 am every week during
term time

Saturday 19 July 1.30pm and 3pm
Buckswashling Animation - create
your own plasticine characters.
For 7+ year olds:

Weekly events

Sunday 20 July 1.30pm and 3pm.
Make your own crocodile.
For all ages
Thursday 24 July 11.30am,
1.30pm and 3pm.
James and the Giant Peach mask
making. For all ages
Sunday 27 July 1.30pm and 3pm.
George’s Marvellous Experiments.
For 7+ years
Tuesday 29 July 1.30pm and 3pm
Riddles, nonsense and tongue
twisters. For 6+ years.
Wednesday 30 July
40 min. sessions between 10.30am
and 3.45pm Chocolate decorating.
For all ages
Thursday 31 July 1.30pm and 3pm
Mary had a little slug: Writing Revolting Rhymes. For 6+ years.
Sunday 3 August 1.30pm and 3pm
Fantastic Mr Fox. For 5+ years
Tuesday 5 August 1.30pm and 3pm.
Cinderella’s Bum, a drawing, writing, magic and storytelling bonanza. For 7 to 11 years
Wednesday 6 August
40 min. sessions between 10.30am
and 3.45pm. Chocolate decorating.
For all ages
Friday 8 August 1.30pm and 3pm.
To infinity and beyond!
For 5+ year olds
Saturday 9 August 12.30pm,
1.30pm and 2.30pm
Discover Dahl’s Archives. For 10+
years. FREE for Museum visitors
Tuesday 12 August
Tales from the belly of the Trojan
Horse. For 6+ year olds
Wednesday 13 August
40 min. sessions between 10.30am
and 3.45pm. Chocolate decorating.
For all ages
Thursday 14 August 1.30pm and 3pm
Meet Norma the talented anteater.
For 5+ years
Friday 15 August 1.30pm and 3pm
Down in the jungle. For 5+ years
Sunday 17 August 1.30pm and 3pm
Make a Minpin tree. For 5+ years
Sunday 19 August 1.30pm and 3pm
George’s Marvellous Experiments.
For 7+ years.
Wednesday 20 August
40 min. sessions between 10.30am
and 3.45pm. Chocolate decorating.
For all ages
Tuesday 26 August 1.30pm and 3pm
Rastamouse. For all ages
Wednesday 27 August
40 min. sessions between 10.30am
and 3.45pm Chocolate decorating.
For all ages
Friday 29 August 1.30pm and 3pm.
Giants and worms. For 5+ year olds

Tell people about your
forthcoming events
If you run a local community organisation planning
an event in HP16 tell us
about it. Send details including: date; event; venue;
time; cost [if any]; contact
name, telephone number
and e mail address
[if available] to:
editor@hp16.org.uk or tel:
01494 865333
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Badminton club
clocks 40 years

The kids are alright
at Sprinters

Football for kids
For three years Jennie Joy has
been running community football for Nexus at Sprinters
Leisure Centre in Prestwood. The
sessions are for children aged 711 years and in the last two
months more than twenty new
children have registered, which
has brought a fresh injection of
enthusiasm to the group. Sessions are all about encouraging

boys and girls of all abilities to
play and have fun. The kids meet
every Thursday at Sprinters from
5-6pm for a warm-up game, ball
techniques and a match on the
artificial grass pitch, with a cost
of £2 per child per session and all
proceeds going to Sprinters
Community Football. For more
information contact Sprinters on
01494 866688.

Jennie Joy

Rackets have been pounding shuttle cocks for the last four decades
at The Missendens Badminton
Club and to toast the ruby anniversary current members are
planning a slap-up celebration
meal. The club began life in the assembly hall of the Misbourne
School. But it was destined for
higher things. It subsequently
moved uphill to Prestwood Junior
School, where it now meets every
Wednesday evening in term time.
The club has changed relatively little over time; the most
noticeable difference is that the
former “all whites” dress code no
longer holds sway. First it was
the occasional pair of lightly

It won’t be all white
on the night
coloured shorts or t-shirts, now
almost anything goes. Most recently the club set up its own
website at http://missendensbadminton.org to give potential

members a flavour of what goes
on. If you want to sample the club
contact Mike on 01494 865325
or at mpetkind@hotmail.com.
The first evening is always free.

It’s showtime! Cyclists come to Missenden
The Chilterns Show returns to
Great Missenden on 19 & 20 July
for its 5th year.
Features include the Chilterns Outstanding Achievement
Awards, recognising people who
have provided outstanding and
selfless service to others, bringing
distinction and quality to local life.
There will also be a shopping village and food court, local charities

and organisations, the Chiltern
Wood Fair, countryside arena,
Kidz Fun Zone and the Chilterns
Creative writing competition. Admission prices are Adults £8.00,
Seniors £7.50 & Children (5 – 15
yrs) £3.00. Tickets are available
in advance at a reduced rate
from www.chilternsshow.co.uk or
call 01895 820202 for more
information.

More than 500 riders took part in
the Chiltern Cyclo Sportive on
June 1st. The event, organised by
the Amersham Road Cycling Club,
consisted of three different routes
crossing some of the most demanding hills the Chilterns have to
offer. The Roald Dahl Foundation
kindly provided 'The Saddlebag
Café' at the start and finish point,
the Misbourne School. ARCC

chairman Andy Saunders admitted the weather had been a worry
but on the day it was ideal cycling
conditions. He added that many
riders from across the country had
taken part and seemed to enjoy the
routes involved, their positive feedback making the months of hard
work and planning worthwhile.
Results for the event can be seen at
www.chiltern-hundred.org.uk.

The finishing line

Sponsor a runner
Great Missenden-based Anne
Roberts Foundation of Hope for
Children has six runners in the
London 10K run on Sunday 6th
July. Please sponsor the runners
by making your donation
online at http://www.charity-

choice.co.uk/charitysearch.asp
or send to 2 Mobwell Terrace,
Aylesbury Road, Great Missenden.HP16 9AU. Funds are
desperately needed to provide
additional heart operations for
children in Chennai, India.

Deadline for submissions and advertisements for our next edition is 29 August 2008

