Source
The

HP16

The community newspaper for HP16

p3

NEWS

p8/9

SOURCE YOUTH

Issue 4, April/May 2008

p10

COMMUNITY

p16

SPORTS & LEISURE

NATS to blight our skies?
No, ‘NATS’ isn’t a spelling error
and we’re not scare-mongering
about an imminent plague of biting insects. This is the much-reported consultation by NATS – the
National Air Traffic Service – into
proposals to change the routes that
aircraft take over a large part of
southern and eastern England, an
area with a population of some 12
million people and home to some
of the UK’s busiest airports. These
routes include the skies over HP16.
In recent weeks some sterling
efforts have been made by local
residents to raise the profile of this
issue with leaflets and posters distributed widely around our communities sporting the slogan ‘Stop
the Jets’. Over 150 people attended
a public meeting at which representatives of the London Luton
Airport Consultative Committee,
CPRE, Chilterns Conservation
Board and the Chiltern Society,
along with David Lidington MP,
gave their views on the proposals.
So is this an important issue
for you? Possibly not, given that
only 1% or so of us attended the
widely publicised meeting? Let’s
consider the facts: air travel is
pretty much an essential part of
modern life; the majority of us use
it occasionally and growth in air
traffic reflects consumer spending.

The NATS proposals do not directly take account of the number
of flights or the future growth in
air traffic, which are both governed by the airlines, airports,
government policy on aviation
growth and consumer demand.
What the proposals do include is the position of the ‘corridor’ through which planes will fly,
i.e. over much of our community,
and the height at which they will
do so – potentially lower than
they do currently. What will this
mean? You will see more aircraft
in the skies over your home than
you do now and there will be
more aircraft noise if the proposals are accepted.
As you may imagine, we
have received a sizeable post bag
about this subject containing a
variety of comments. Our local
environment groups focus on
the issues of noise and air pollution, both of which will increase
if the proposals go ahead and if
aircraft numbers rise in future.
However, one correspondent
commented that “serious noise
pollution doesn’t come from
planes, or trains for that matter; it
comes from cars and motorbikes,
especially the bikers who race on
the A413 at weekends”. Another
reader stated: “To date I have rarely

Flight path map (courtesy of NATS)
been annoyed by the presence of
commercial aircraft – more annoying are the helicopters. My dog
would say the most annoying are
the hot-air balloons!” Our politi-

cal lords and masters advise us that
the NATS consultation is flawed
because it does not take proper account of the Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty and offers no alter-

May the fourth be with you
Welcome to the fourth edition of The Source, your free, independent, community newspaper. Support from volunteers reached a
new high for the last edition and shows no sign of changing and

we thank everyone who has become involved. We make the point
about the independence of the newspaper because we’re keen to
demonstrate that we don’t aim to be issue-based or to become

native proposals, not even a ‘no
change’ strategy. So what can you
do about this? The consultation is
open until 22nd May and you can
send your comments online via

www.consultation.nats.co.uk.
If you don’t have internet access,
ask a neighbour who does and
they will probably be able to print
off a form for you to complete.

aligned with any particular group or organisation. We will print
whatever we can fit in these pages that is relevant to the area and
has been produced by local people and, in our editorial, we will
try to reflect a range of views. So far we have published details of
a wide range of topics and events, stories and interviews and, judging by the letters we receive from you, we are hitting the right note.
Please keep them coming! (see page 14 for your letters).
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Show us
your cash!
If you are averse to blatant requests for cash please read no
further. If, on the other hand,
you are one of the many
wonderful, intelligent, philanthropic, high-net-worth individuals who inhabit the
beautiful homes in our community then please read on.
The Source is a major voluntary undertaking that has a minimum break-even annual budget
of over £12000 in its current
form. It has been incredibly well
received by the local community

and we would like it to remain a
permanent feature. We have excellent financial contributions
from our advertisers and from a
range of individuals and organisations who have donated funds
but we need more. Can you
help? Have you got a spare few
thousand quid that you wouldn’t
miss? Let’s face it, that new
swimming pool can wait, can’t it.
Just remember: The Source
is for life, not just for Christmas.
Please contact us in confidence
to discuss making a donation.

Please get involved!

We are very keen to hear from you if you would like to be involved
in HP16 CIC. As it is a community organisation we are particularly
keen to welcome new community voting members. HP16 CIC will
use all its income and assets to promote its community benefit purposes, so membership will bring no financial interest or benefit (i.e.
the CIC will operate on a "non-profit distributing" basis). Each
member will have one vote. The subscription is £5 and acceptance
as a member is at the discretion of the board of HP16 CIC. Should
you simply wish to make a donation in addition or instead of
membership we would be very grateful for your support.

I
I

I wish to become a member and enclose a cheque for £5
payable to HP16 CIC
and / or
I wish to make a donation to HP16 CIC and enclose a
cheque for
made payable to HP16 CIC

Full name:
Address:

Phone number:
Email address:

Please cut out this portion and return it in an envelope
with your cheque(s) to HP16 CIC, c/o Great Missenden
Library, High Street, Great Missenden, HP16 0AL.

Editorial panel
Stuart Jones
Maurice Roberts

Ê

MEMBERSHIP AGREEMENT - HP16 CIC
Registered Company Number: 06338762
In consideration of subscribing the sum of £5
I request that the Directors of HP16 CIC (“the
Company”) register me as a member of the
Company. I warrant that I am over 18 years
of age and reside in the HP16 area of Buckinghamshire.
I understand that by becoming a member
of the company I may lose my £5 subscription should the Company become insolvent.
I also understand that the only right I attain as
a result of membership is to vote at the

Sharon Kavanagh
Colin Veysey

HP16 -The Source
c/o Great Missenden Library
High Street, Great Missenden HP16 0AL
Telephone: 01494 865333
Website: www.hp16.org.uk
Editorial: email editor@hp16.org.uk
Advertising: email adverts@hp16.org.uk
© HP16 CIC 2008. It is our policy to correct any errors in print. If you
find an error of fact in these pages please let us know. We will carry any
corrections or clarifications at the earliest opportunity. While every care
has been taken to ensure that the data in this publication is accurate, neither the publisher nor its editorial contributors can accept, and hereby
disclaim, any liability to any party to loss or damage caused by errors
omissions resulting from negligence, accident or any other cause.
HP16 - The Source does not officially endorse any advertising material
included within this publication. However, we are proud to be associated
with businesses in HP16 area and hope that you will support them.
To protect the rights of authors, we have to state that all rights are reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in any retrieval system, or transmitted in any form – electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording or otherwise. However, if contacted, we are
happy to assist you to obtain the rights to use articles or photographs in
non-profit situations or arrange an appropriate payment structure for
commercial applications.

HP16 – The Source is independent and
non political.
This community newspaper is printed on
100% recycled paper. Please recycle it again.

ISSUE 4, APRIL/MAY 2008
Deadline for contributions and
advertisements for June/July edition is
Friday 30th May.

As if by magic!
It seems some of our readers believe that The Source is fashioned
from sugar and spice and delivered to their door on a magic carpet by elves. Well it isn’t; the last
edition of the newspaper took
weeks to produce and over one
hundred people were involved in
the effort, including an army of
over fifty volunteers to deliver the
six thousand professionally designed and printed copies.
We have also had a small
number of complaints where
people haven’t been getting a

copy and for that we apologise;
if you’re in one of the larger settlements the omission has been
an oversight. If you live more remotely it’s possible we just
couldn’t get anyone to deliver to
you, in which case we really need
you to help us to make sure
everyone gets one next time.
For now this is simply a note
of thanks to all of the volunteers
involved in this mammoth undertaking; you know who you
are. It truly would not happen
without you.

Thanks for your support
This edition of The Source has been made possible by
our many advertisers and volunteers, all of whom we
thank. We are also very grateful for donations received
from Mrs Le Mare, Mr & Mrs Osborne, Mr & Mrs
Green, Mr Pearce, Mr Stroud and Cllr. Tricia Brichley.
In return for much needed help with distribution we
have made donations to Prestwood Nature, The Roald
Dahl Foundation, Breast Cancer Care and African
Dream and will do the same for other local charities
and community groups who help us in future.

Annual General Meeting of the Company or
such other meetings as the Company may
from time to time in its discretion call.
Specifically I understand that I have no
right to or expectation of the payment of any
dividend at any time either now or in the
future. The company has been formed to
support community activities and accordingly
any profits generated will be used to further
support and develop the operations of the
company.
I consent to my name being published as
a member of the Company.

Membership alert
Once again we had a good number of new members
after the last edition who paid their £5 to support HP16
CIC, the Social Enterprise behind The Source. This is a
critical part of the ongoing sustainability of your community newspaper because it gives a voice to local people who want a say in how the paper is run and it
provides essential additional funds. If you haven’t already done so, please take the opportunity to become a
member today by completing and returning the coupon
on this page, where you will also find a copy of the
membership agreement.

Email: editor@hp16.org.uk

NEWS 3

Missenden welcomes Minister for Noise
DEFRA minister Jonathan Shaw
stepped off the train at Great
Missenden Station in March and
straight into the debate over aircraft noise. Mr Shaw arrived
here at the start of a day in the
Chilterns Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty. He first visited
Warrens Water just below Missenden Abbey to hear about the
low and erratic river flows – as
the Misbourne cascaded over the
sluice and surged down the valley. Then he went to a farm in
Prestwood to hear about the impact of the agricultural Entry
Level Scheme and other matters

concerning farmers.
Mr Shaw acknowledged that
one of his responsibilities at the
Environment Department is
that of noise. Asked for his comments on the proposals to reroute flight paths from Luton
airport across the Chilterns and
for planes to fly at lower levels,
he admitted to not knowing
about them but said he would
find out. Mr Shaw was then
taken to Coombe Hill, which
will be directly below the new
flight path, before going on to
lunch as guest of the Chilterns
Conservation Board in Chinnor.

Jonathan Shaw (centre) with, from left to right, Steve Rodrick,
Sir John Johnson and Cllr Shirley Judges of the Chilterns
Conservation Board and farmer Virginia Deradour of Prestwood

Christian
Aid Week
Between 11 and 17 May
volunteer collectors will be out
and about knocking on your
doors for Christian Aid Week.
Please give generously, or just
a cheery smile will help us
on our way, as we trudge
the streets for a cause we believe in. If you would like to
help us with the valuable work
call Ken Foot on 01494 863413.

Eyesore or Motel? Hall to rise from the ashes
For many years the gateway to
Great Missenden from the south
has been marked by the aesthetically appealing derelict petrol station site at Deep Mill. For reasons
known best to themselves the relevant authorities have deemed
this site to be unsuitable for rede-

velopment as a motel, which
would allegedly contribute nothing to the area in terms of useful
facilities and would apparently
look less appropriate than a disused forecourt.
Well, a new application has
been submitted for a motel and it

would be interesting to hear what
local people think about the idea.
What would be appropriate on
this site? Can dereliction be
preferable to utility? Please let us
know and, if you feel strongly
about it, let your local councillor
know, too.

Work on Oldham Hall
The Oldham Hall, next to Great
Missenden Church of England
Combined School, is to be refurbished and renovated following
the fire in February.
Urgent repair work to make
the building wind and water
proof, undertaken by Daniel
Clayfield, has progressed well but

Some of the costs will be met by
insurance claims but the rest will
have to be found through donations or fundraising.
It is hoped that the work will
be completed speedily to enable
the many community and church
groups who regularly use the hall
to resume their activities.

Care home to move

Derelict site at Deep Mill

Outstanding school report
A recent Ofsted inspection took
Prestwood Junior School by surprise in more ways than one.
With the short notice now
served by Ofsted on schools,
head teacher Marc Ackland
found himself back in school
only hours after surgery, demonstrating along with his colleagues a commitment well
beyond the call of duty. The
massive effort proved worthwhile when the resulting report
designated the school as ‘outstanding’ in every area.

the kitchen, the hall ceiling and
lighting still have to be restored.
The Parish Church Council has
proposed some additional works
to be carried out at the same time
including improvements to the
heating system and the toilets,
which will raise the overall standard of the building considerably.

On receiving the news Mr
Ackland commented “We are delighted to have been recognised
as providing an outstanding education for all the children at our
school. The report is testament to
the exemplary behaviour and attitude of our pupils, the commitment and hard work of our staff
and governors and the excellent
support of our parents and community.” Kyran Locke, an eleven
year old pupil and School Councillor added “I like how it says we
cooperate. It shows what our

school is really like: great pupils,
great teachers and great activities
and we get to do lots of different
and enjoyable lessons.”

Residents of Chalk Leys in
Great Missenden are to move in
2010 to a purpose built home
in Chesham.
A representative of Fremantle Trust, which runs Chalk
Leys, commented “In today’s
society the elderly are supported by the local authority in
their own homes until they can
no longer cope, so when they
come to us they are likely to
have personal nursing and dementia needs which our existing buildings are not adequately
equipped for. Our Maple Court
home in Chesham will be demolished following its residents’ move to Princes
Risborough and the building
that replaces it will provide
Chalk Leys residents with larger

private rooms, modern facilities
and better care provision.”
Kim Hann, the manager of
Chalk Leys, is positive about the
move but sensitive to the concerns of residents and staff. “I

am sure that we can make the
eventual transition to our new
home, confident that the modern facilities will enhance
the comfort, care and support
we give.”

Chalk Leys
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Eat well and Cream Tea summer
season begins now
you’ll live well!
Tiffany Crouch – Café Twit

Cream Teas taken on the sloping
lawns of St Peter & St Paul
church overlooking Great Missenden, or inside the wonderful
twelfth century church itself,
began again on 20 April.
Providing tea with cakes,
scones and lashings of cream
has become something of a cot-

tage industry over the past years
providing sustenance for walkers, visitors, tourists and local
people alike. All home made
produce, served by volunteers
with cheerful smiles in a traditional rural setting, could easily
make you believe you had
stepped back into a gentler time.

Call by between 3pm and
5pm for a taste of homely comfort food every Sunday afternoon
between now and 5 October.

The Old Bird
remembers
Tiffany doing what
she does best

by Nicky Short
The delicious smells wafting
around the Roald Dahl Museum
are not only generated by the
iconic chocolate doors, but also
from the kitchen at Café Twit
where Tiffany Crouch and her
team will be brewing fresh coffee
and cooking up breakfast and
lunchtime treats.
After training in Cape
Town’s Cordon Bleu Cookery
School and cheffing in an Irish
country house, taking the position as head chef at Gipsy House,
home of renowned food lover
Felicity Dahl, was a dream job for
Tiffany. She was given free reign
to experiment with local produce

and access to a library of cook
books by the world’s great chefs,
some of whom were personal
friends of the Dahls. Tiffany’s
cooking career is a rather unique
one, having catered for the cast
of Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory and re-invented the
BFG’s favourite fizzy Frobscottle
and other Roald Dahl inspired
treats for Gipsy House picnics.
“The family atmosphere at Gipsy
House created a fantastic learning experience where I was often
invited to join Felicity and her
guests – including on one occasion Heston Blumenthal - and
share the meals I’d prepared”,
says Tiffany.
Tiffany, who grew up in Zimbabwe and helped out at the

Country Inn where her mum
worked in the Nganga Mountains, feels very much at home in
Great Missenden. She and her
team serve meals and snacks to
Museum visitors and locals including delicious made-to-order
paninis, cookies, truffles and the
famous ‘Bogtrotter’ chocolate
cake to which many regulars have
become addicted! Everything is
made on the premises from fresh,
local ingredients; some from
Gipsy House garden itself.
Having realised her dream
of running her own café, Tiffany
has now spread her spatulas to
include outside catering for
events and speciality cakes. You
might say she has her fingers in a
few pies!

Nevil Coulson of Ballinger is
very proud of his mother. He has
recently published a memoir entitled ‘The Old Bird Remembers’,
a lively and humorous account
of diplomatic life and its eccentric fringes.
Mavis Coulson was born in
1920 and brought up in the enchanting surroundings of Ashdown Forest. She found herself,
nonetheless, at the scene of
many crucial events in 20th century history. First as a very
young secretary to the Tehran
Conference where Churchill and
Roosevelt met Stalin, and then
to Washington where she met
her husband, John, who was left
as Chargé d’Affaires at the moment when the Suez invasion
took place.
Her book abounds in anecdotes about the people she met.
It includes Princess Elizabeth in
Paris, Nancy Mitford in Venice
and George Brown in Stockholm. Mavis has published other
travel books and poetry and this
latest offering is available from
the distributors, Book Systems
Plus or through Waterstones
and Amazon.

Mavis
today

Email: editor@hp16.org.uk
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Not a pretty
pathway in
Prestwood
Look at a local map and you
won’t find it marked, and Google
maps can’t find it. But ask even
the youngest child in Prestwood
who has to walk down it twice a
day or more, and they can take
you to the pedestrian route between Chequers Lane and the
High Street known as ‘Dog Poo
Alley’. The Prestwood Junior
School Travel Plan committee
carried out a survey on the problems faced on the school journey,
and around half of parents cited
dog faeces on pavements either

Lola, Boris and
Henry fight to be
responsible

as a reason for driving their children to school, or as something
they dreaded if they did walk.
How does this makes the dog
owners of Prestwood feel? Responsible owners who, dispose of
their dog’s ‘messages’ are probably ashamed and embarrassed
that the alley is now named after
the defecation of their canine
companions. Please will dog
owners give more thought to the
consequences of their actions, or
inaction. Let’s wipe “Dog Poo
Alley” off the map.

Road Farm’s environmental project
by Marilyn Burrows
Road Farm, on the boundary of
Great Missenden, is well into the
second phase of a Government/
EU supported stewardship
scheme to regenerate chalk grassland and enhance wildlife habitats. John Knight and his son
David have entered a ten year
agreement run by Natural England, the statutory body for land

management, nature conservation and countryside access,
whereby farmers receive grants
to implement their strategies.
“This Higher Level Scheme
required us to assess the historic
and environmental assets of our
farm, and show commitment to
improve biodiversity,” David explained. “The land has been used
for mixed farming for hundreds of
years, with parts of the farmhouse
and listed buildings dating back to

The Trefoil Guild
celebrates 60 years
Possibly the oldest Guild in the
country Great Missenden
Guild was set up by Miss Sylvia
Abrahams, on 24 February
1948. Guests attending a celebratory luncheon party included past members, County
Guiding personnel and the Editor of the National Trefoil
Magazine.

the 17th century. We still have the
original well and underground
water storage units used to water
the livestock. Many birds and animals which are common on our
land are rare by UK standards. By
improving their habitats we encourage them to multiply and spill
out into a wider area of the country. Some elements, like restoring
species rich grassland, managing
our ancient hedgerows more sympathetically, and retaining unhar-

vested headlands, will reap rewards
in a few years, but we must also
plan for the long term, both for
agriculture and the environment.”
Species of interest include
skylarks, barn owls, harvest mice
and glow-worms. The farm will
be open to the public on 1 June,
and David will give guided tours
by appointment. Please contact
him on 01494 864360 or e-mail:
roadfarm@btinternet.com if you
wish to visit.

Entertainment, Lighthouse-style

Lighthouse appeal
Lighthouse Children’s Christian
Holiday Week will take place
again this summer between 28
July and 1 August. If you are interested in helping in any way
you can find out more by visiting the website www.lighthouse-

missenden.org.uk or emailing
helpersinfo@lighthousemissenden.org.uk or call 07769
580142 and leave a message. As
ever there will be lists of collectables for craft activities available
in local churches.

David with Lee Common Cubs making small bird
and barn owl nesting boxes and bat boxes, giving
them the chance to see environmental work in action as part of their Global Conservation badge

Wycombe Night
Shelter project

The Guild has 22 members
most of whom have given many
years of service to the Guide
movement. Said secretary Julia
Johnston, “We meet regularly,
on the first Monday of the
month, to listen to speakers on
all topics, to take part in varied
and interesting activities or just
to chat.”

Volunteers
at the
shelter

Guild members celebrate

Members from Little Kingshill
Baptist Church joined other
volunteers to run a night shelter project in Wycombe during
the harsh winter months.
Opening on 7 January, the shelter rapidly filled with homeless
people who welcomed the
warmth, friendship, hot meal,
bed and breakfast.
Each person who came to the
shelter was offered up to 28 days’

stay. There was a set process for
assessment and support. The
project is over now and some
guests have been accommodated
via the Rent Deposit Scheme,
others housed or given places in
the Old Tea Warehouse Hostel,
while more are on the waiting list.
The Shelter is grateful for the
many and varied gifts it received,
reinforcing the wider community
involvement with this project.

Full of surprises!
49, The High Street,
GREAT MISSENDEN

01494 866208
www.elizabethgallery.co.uk
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ROPE aids refuge
provision in Kenya
Missenden based charity Relief
for Oppressed People Everywhere
(ROPE) has released funds to buy
urgent supplies for people suffering since clashes in Kenya took
place following the elections.
Conflicts began in the Mt
Elgon district last summer.

Houses and stores were burnt
down and lives were lost. People
sought shelter in safer places but
the situation has worsened.
These traumatised individuals are susceptible to disease
and lack of nourishment. Our
ROPEholder writes “The stories

There is a real need for medication, clothing,
food and trauma counselling in Kenya

of the suffering children, old
people and disabled are harrowing. Many of the displaced
mothers are trying to find ways
of provide for their often large
families. Sadly, in some cases
this includes selling their bodies
to buy food. Disturbingly, the
elderly and disabled are sometimes left behind as others flee,
and subsequently die alone in
the bush.”
The area of Kimilili is an
oasis of peace where many displaced people have come, including over 300 orphans. The
displaced people are not in
camps but are staying in
churches, chief ’s centres and
with individuals. ROPE has been
able to provide some urgent supplies but now it is important to
establish the exact numbers staying in the Kimilili district, identify their needs and prioritise
resources and responses. For
more information visit the website www.rope.org.uk or call
01494 866724.

Hughenden’s
stunning gardens
October planting at Hughenden
Manor yielded a fantastic
spring display for visitors to the
stately Victorian garden.
Frank Parge, Hughenden's
gardener in charge, and his
team of volunteers brought
about a cleverly designed Victorian style planting scheme devised by one of the garden’s
most imaginative volunteers,
Jacqui Hunt.

The Gardens are now open
for the season. There is plenty for
all the family to enjoy and new
‘hands-on’ trunks in the house
contain goodies for little ones to
touch and feel as they learn about
and experience the history of
Benjamin Disraeli’s home. For
more information, including how
to volunteer, call 01494 755573,
visit the website or email hughenden@nationaltrust.org.uk

News
from the
theatre
‘Our Country’s Good’ by Timberlake Wertenbaker will be performed at Prestwood Village Hall
on 15, 16 and 17 May 2008.
The production, directed by
Archie Wilson, is a serious play set
on board a convict ship bound
for Botany Bay in Australia and in
the penal colony established once
the ship reaches its destination.
The production, one of the
more ambitious plays Prestwood
Theatre Club has put on, requires a largely male cast. Archie
specifically wanted to direct the
play as it is a challenging piece
which deals with actual events
with complex relationships involving a multitude of emotions.
The play itself is based on a
novel called ‘The Playmaker’ by
Thomas Keneally. The original
production won a Laurence
Olivier award for best new play
in 1988 and on Broadway was
nominated for 6 Tony awards.
The performances will commence at 8pm and tickets are
available via the Ticket Hotline
07092015796 or from Wynyard
Wright-Ellis in Prestwood.

Frank and the garden volunteers worked hard
planting the gardens last autumn

Local artists
on show
Bucks Art Week Open Studios
events are part of a national
scheme to showcase creative talents and give local people the
opportunity to view the work of
living artists in their own intimate, productive settings. It is
often fascinating to see the environment in which an artist

works and to learn more about
what inspires them.
During June and July you will
see yellow signs across the area indicating where there is an Open
Studio. Opening times vary. Advance information and catalogues
will be available through Great
Missenden Library.

Email: editor@hp16.org.uk

The best
of the Lee
There is a variety of apple
which comes from The Lee,
called Bazeley (“best of The
Lee”). It developed because it
did well on soils there that did
not suit many other varieties.
At one time every farm and
cottage in this area had a Bazeley, but it is now very rare. It

ENVIRONMENT 7

Old cooking-apple
at Collings Hanger
orchard, Prestwood

Old eating apple at
the Polecat orchard,
Prestwood

was particularly used for
mince pies.
Another apple local to The
Lee was the Long Reinette (or
Long Runnit). This variety was
rescued from the last known
surviving tree belong to Mr and
Mrs Senior, where it was 90
years old and lying horizontally.

A unique find In search of Nimble Dick
The only known example of a
Black Eagle cherry has been
found in the garden of Mr Morris Randall in Prestwood, a remnant of an old commercial
orchard. The variety, which was
once prevalent, was rescued from
a single tree that was known to
be over a hundred years old. In
1950 a map of Prestwood

showed half the village covered
by cherry orchards. They were so
famous that charabanc trips were
organised from London in the
early 20th century to see the
glory of the orchards at flowering-time in the spring.
Do any readers have memories of these times? Please write
in and tell us.

“Alfred Lord Rothschild
considered Prestwood cherries
best for making cherry brandy.”

Nimble Dick was once a familiar
name in Prestwood, and Mr
George Lewis of Perks Lane, is
keen to track it down. Prestwood
used to be noted for its cherry orchards, and Nimble Dick was a
local favourite. A man with a mission, long term resident George is
keen to preserve vestiges of our
heritage that are fast disappearing
and he has discovered a nursery
where old varieties of fruit trees
are being propagated.
Mr and Mrs Tolman of Bernwode Nursery in Ludgershall,
have agreed to propagate any old
named varieties which George

can track down. Old fruit varieties
have largely been discarded because they do not conform to
modern standards, however the
Bernwode Plants catalogue features nearly 300 different varieties,
almost all with distinct flavours,
shapes and colours. They also list
40 pears (some of which look like
apples), 33 plums and damsons
and 20 cherries.
Bernwode Plants graft cuttings on to dwarfing stock suitable for gardens, and the trees
are grown according to organic
principles. To find out more
about planting a tree that could

help preserve a part of our heritage call 01844 237415.
Thanks to another lifetime
resident of HP16, the Tolmans
have been able to collect fruit and
take cuttings of ‘Prestwood Black’
and ‘Black Eagle’ cherry trees.
George says, “As likely
sources are located I contact Mr
Tolman and arrange a visit to the
owner. This may be a single tree
in a garden, an orchard or even a
tree in a hedgerow. A fruiting
sample is taken for identification,
along with cuttings for propagation. With the help of Prestwood
Nature, we are also hoping to lo-

cate a plot in our village where
we can establish a community
orchard where these endangered
varieties could be preserved, thus
making a living history for future
generations. “So far, there is one
type of cherry that we have not
been able to locate. It was known
as ‘Nimble Dick’. If you know
where this dubious character can
be tracked down, please contact
me as soon as possible.”
If you have information
about this or any other old variety, phone Prestwood Nature
on 864251 and they will pass it
on to George Lewis.

How to go cherry picking
Young boys were employed as bird-scarers, causing a racket throughout the village in the early summer with
their banging and shouting. Tall 60-rung ladders were used to pick from the tallest trees, pickers looping one
leg through the rungs to avoid falling off and leave both hands free for picking. Round wicker baskets known
as “sieves” held 24lb of cherries and had concave bases for stacking.

Bucks Cherry
Turnover recipe
Take some good short pastry
and cut into large ovals, mould
up one side, then lay on black
cherries to fill. Sprinkle with
fine sugar, fold pastry over,
after wetting edges with water.
Join edges of pastry thoroughly to keep in the juice and

pinch all along the top of the
pie. Bake in a hot oven and
sprinkle with caster sugar
when serving.”
Taken from “A Pageant of
Prestwood” 1999, published as
part of Holy Trinity Church’s
150th anniversary celebrations.
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Moor Road, Chesham
Bucks HP5 1SE

01494 776975
www.cheshammoorfitness.org.uk

Heated 25 metre outdoor
swimming pool
Open May to September.
Adult and general swims, inflatable fun sessions, aqua aerobics,
therapy and toddler swims. Lessons available. Pay as you go and
season ticket options.

Chesham Moor
Gym & Swim
is managed by
Chesham
Town Council

Fitness centre

Party venue

Friendly gym with the latest equipment – one to one personal induction. Pay as you go or
monthly/annual options.

Pool, inflatable and barbecues
available for hire.

Complementary therapies
On site by Chiltern Natural Therapies.

Tennis and football
Floodlit tennis and multi court –
book and pay as you play. Three
football pitches available for hire.
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COMMUNITY

Optician holds
clinics in India
In January Susan Metwali, went
to Karnataka, South India on her
fourth Vision Aid Project to work
as a volunteer. Susan is employed
by Susan Collier Ltd in Prestwood
as a contact lens specialist and dispensing optician. She has already
taken part in two projects in
Malawi and one in Northern
Ghana. On the projects her main
responsibility is spectacle dispensing. Projects last for two weeks
and the working environment is
very different from a practice in
this country. On average a team of
five volunteers will sight test and
check the ocular health of around
200 people a day.
“Having vision corrected
has truly life changing effects on
people,” said Susan. “It can mean
the difference between working
or not for an adult and for children, being able to go to school
and see the board. Grandparents
sometimes see their grandchildren for the first time. We also
carry out training for local
health care workers and help to
set up optical workshops.”
The team of five optical professionals was based in Banga-

Sheepwash planting

Susan dispensing spectacles
lore and travelled out to different villages and small towns each
day in order to hold eye clinics,
working alongside an Indian
charity called Project Drishti,
based at the Mahaveer Eye Hospital in Bangalore.
Susan told The Source,
“Spectacles can be produced relatively cheaply in India, so after
the patients had been tested, I was
able to order the required prescriptions or provide readymade
reading glasses. “When patients
were found to be suffering from
other eye conditions such as
cataracts, we were able to trans-

port them back to the eye hospital in Bangalore where they were
often operated on the following
day. VAO paid for these services.
“This was my first visit to
India and a wonderful experience.
I am so happy to be able to take
part in these projects and hope to
return to Africa again next year. In
the past many people in Prestwood
and surrounding area have left
their outdated specs at the village
practice and I will be gratefully accepting all future donations of
spectacles on behalf of VAO.”
You can learn more about
VAO on www.vao.org.uk

The Lee’s hidden treasures

The Lee Old Church
The Green at The Lee, idyllic and
beloved of filmmakers, is not the
only treasure to be found in this
picturesque village. Walk through
the Church lych-gate at the far end
opposite the well known “Cock
and Rabbit” pub, and set before

you is a secluded and peaceful
place, it is the Old Church.
Built around 1220 in the
reign of Henry III and Magna
Carta, it is the oldest building in
the Chiltern District and Grade I
listed. The Lee Old Church

Rock on for charity
Supporters of the Thomas Ball
Children’s Cancer Fund, based in
Prestwood, believe in having fun
while raising funds. Proceeds
from the next spectacular event
on 7 June at Adams Park, High
Wycombe, will go towards purchasing a holiday chalet in Hampshire for children suffering from

cancer and their families. Drag
out the 50s gear and go dancing
to B17’s live Rock n Roll Band.
Tickets are available from
JNP Partnership, Prestwood, or
call 01494 890157.
More information about the
charity can be found on the
website www.thomasball.org.uk

Trust, was set up 26 years ago
with the late Arthur StewartLiberty at the helm, to take care
of the building and promote its
use for worship and other charitable purposes.
After a ten year programme
of repair, the roof, the ancient
stonework and glass, the mediaeval wall paintings, the font and
memorials are all in order. The
Trust holds a programme of cultural events throughout the year.
It is a significant part of life at
The Lee, offering friendship and
fun, and a warm welcome.
To join the Lee Old Church
Trust tel 01494 837501/837752,
or find more on the history via
www.thelee.org.uk.

Helen & Bill Bartington
at last year’s bash

On Easter Saturday dozens of
volunteers planted over a thousand aquatic plants at the recently restored pond, Sheepwash,
in Prestwood. The 28 different
species represent the sort of
plants that once grew around
ponds in this area.
Most ponds these days only
support two or three varieties, if
any at all. This may be simply
due to neglect and early dryingout, but the large growth in the

local duck population does not
help. More than one or two mallards on even a large pond can
eat all the vegetation in sight and
pollute the water with their
droppings.
Fund-raising for a viewing
and dipping platform has been
successful thanks to the Great
Missenden and Prestwood Revitalisation Group who have
adopted this project. Work on this
should commence next winter.

The working party

Email: adverts@hp16.org.uk

BUSINESS 11

Maximise your
ISA allowance

Safeguard your future

by Gary Ross
Whether you are looking for income or capital growth. Using
up your ISA allowance is usually
a good place to start. From April
2008 the government is making
changes to the regulations on
ISAs and PEPs.
The main changes that apply
to ISA and PEP investment are:
all PEPs will automatically become stocks and shares ISAs; the
total amount you can invest in
an ISA each year is increasing to
£7,200, which can be invested in
a stocks and shares ISA or up to
£3,600 in a cash ISA with the
balance in a stocks and shares
ISA; You can transfer the value of
ISA investments from previous
tax years, including money in
cash ISAs, into a stocks and
shares ISA in addition to the
£7,200 limit. If you haven’t used
up your ISA allowance, it is

Newspaper headlines shout
“Doom and Gloom” for pensions, but is this really the case?
Yes, the stock market is volatile,
but markets go up and down all
the time. If you have a personal
pension you are dependent on
investment growth, but pensions

are long term investments; the
occasional downturn in the markets is not a disaster. If your pension fund invests in a spread of
assets such as Cash, Fixed Interest investments, Property and
Equities, over the long term this
should do well.

Changes in pension legislation over the last few years mean
that you do not have to lock yourself into poor annuity rates, you
can vary your income in retirement and you can access a tax free
lump sum prior to retirement to
help repay debts or mortgages.
A well-managed, well-funded
pension scheme will provide you
with a good income in retirement. Could you afford to retire
on a Basic State Pension of £4,716
p.a.? Look at the big picture and
make sure your pensions are reviewed regularly.
Kim Williams of Michael
Moore Life & Pensions will answer readers’ financial questions
in future issues so please e-mail
her at kim@mmlp.co.uk.

Acknowledgements
worth remembering that, once
the deadline has gone, you can-

not claim your ISA allowance
from a previous tax year.

We are fortunate to have the support of many local businesses and for this
edition we have enlisted the help of CE Hill accountants of Ballinger to handle our ongoing monthly accounts and Somerfield of Great Missenden who
receive the pallet of newspapers for us ready for distribution. We are grateful
to both organisations for their help.

Don’t forget to protect
by Andrew Thompson

Your money
or your life?
With the uncertainties that seem
to be facing us all in the new financial year, we felt it would be
appropriate to focus on personal
finances for this edition and we
have contributions from two
leading local organisations in the
field. We welcome one of these,
Michael Moore Life & Pensions

of Great Missenden, as our
sponsor for the business page for
this and future editions. If you
operate a local business and
would like to discuss the option
of sponsoring a page in future
editions please contact us at adverts@hp16.org.uk or phone
01494 865333.

Many people neglect to consider
the effect that their death or
partners death will have on the
family’s finances.
Today, more than ever,
households require two regular
incomes to support their day to
day living – what would hap-

pen should one income suddenly stop?
The average employee benefit
package will provide death in
service of three to four times
salary. The average wage in the
UK is approximately £25,500 and,
under a death in service scheme
of four times salary, this would
payout £102,000 to the employee’s next of kin. If this were

to be invested to provide an income for the surviving partner,
assuming a return of 5% per
annum, you can only expect to receive an annual income of £5,100,
a reduction in income of 80%.
Could your household cope with
such a dramatic decrease?
The life assurance market
has never been so competitive
and this has forced insurance

companies to offer better policies at lower premiums. Currently life insurance premiums
are at their lowest rate ever. Even
if you have taken out a policy in
the last couple of years, then the
chances are that you will be able
to obtain more cover for the
same premium you are paying
now or you could pay less for the
same level of cover.

Business networks
In our last edition we had an
article about home working
and it prompted a number of
repsponses including the following from Liz Hudson of
Prestwood: “In reply to the letter from Graham Nice in Issue

3 of The Source, there are several business organisations to
join which enable you to meet
up with like-minded people,
for example Refer-On, which
meets every Wednesday morning at 7am in Missenden Abbey,

(contact John Welburn on
07860 899 091) or the Chiltern
Business Club which meets
once a month in the evening,
again at Missenden Abbey
(contact Sandra Webb on
01494 890980).

Alternatively, let’s set up an
HP16 Business Networking
Club. I’m sure The Source will
forward to us the names of anyone who is interested”. And she’s
right – we will. Just email us at
editor@hp16.org.uk.

In association with
INDEPENDENT
FINANCIAL

ADVISERS

Authorised and Regulated by the
Financial Services Authority

59 High Street, Gt. Missenden,
Buckinghamshire, HP16 0AL
Telephone: 01494 863614 (5 lines)
Fax: 01494 890070
Email: mail@mmlp.co.uk
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PUZZLES

Source crossword no.4
Hidden in the completed diagram find the name of an HP16 community and its pub!
£10 prize for the first correct entry drawn after the closing date of 30 May 2008.
by Dialogos

(with apologies to
WC North)

Solution to SOURCE
Crossword No.3

The winner of
Crossword No.3
was John Symonds
of Little Kingshill
who received
a £10 prize.

ACROSS

DOWN

1. This disruptor of public events could make
you stare! Erk! (8)
7. Deep diving mammal loses tail (3)
9. Arum-spike creates a big hit with stuff in (6)
11. West Ham pop-group (4)
13. It’s good for us to get such exuberant
enjoyment … (5)
14. … at the home of Guevara, it’s said (4)
15. Headless spectre makes you stare (4)
16. Some Greek and odd bits of art, as in Oxford University course (6)
17. Fabergé losing crown is mixed up in French
abridged version (6)
18. Ephesus in Turkey is spelled with two letters
(4)
20. Sandwich-filler sees H35 re-processed (11, 2
words)
23. Mark of wickedness hiding good (4)
25. Two hundred yards separates helmsman
from base of spine (6)
28. The bird’s quiet suitor (6)
29. Top part of tape-recorder (4)
31. WC North is a simpleton (4)
32. Star of “The Good Thief ”, observe, smuggles
in a pound (5)
34. ---- Bonn, 40s comic/singer featured on
sleeve of Sergeant Pepper (4)
35. This the French girl? (6)
36. Porky’s endless song (3)
37. Showing respect: always in tears almost (8)

1. Hang down, chat up (3)
2. Blow up one hemlock spruce … (5)
3. … from a tree blown up, this fruit does not
need cooking (5)
4. Modified clone ceased at this age (11)
5. He came between two Edwards (11, 3 words)
6. Former County Councillor hides broken
screen, takes drug for monstrous growth
(11)
7. The female has a fine bundle of corn (5)
8. Martin, perhaps, has a short girl (4)
10. Private sector liquidity – something written
after letter before beginning of letter (3)
11. How he electrocutes includes an old
instrument of torture (5)
12. Arizona detective, an old Mexican (5)
15. Humanoid destructive dwarves of Middle
Earth (4)
19. Transmit signals, start to finish (4)
21. Take heroin for ailments – the Chilterns
have plenty (5)
22. This messenger would lose nothing in
jealousy (5)
24. Bird goes up in the air, inhales oxygen (5)
26. Some singers sound like a load of paper (5)
27. Type of beta-blocker: ten for a half of a tenpound note (5)
28. Friend takes in one bucketful (4)
30. Cockney’s nether regions are as long as your
arm (3)
33. Arboreal enemy of 15D (3)

Please send completed
entries for crossword 4 to
H P 1 6 - T H E S O U RC E ,
C / O G R E AT M I S S E N D E N
L I B R A RY, H I G H S T R E E T,
G R E AT M I S S E N D E N ,
HP16 0AL
When sending completed entries for crossword 4, please
enter your name and address here:

Where in HP16 is this?
Can you tell where this photo was taken and what it shows?
Well, we clearly confused most of you in our last edition with the somewhat obscure photo of what we thought was a well-known local landmark. The rather
lighter post-bag did, however, produce a winner in the form of Carol Addison of
Lee Common who spotted the inscription on the Jubilee Well in - Lee Common;
what a surprise! Carol has obviously been paying attention when she's walking
the dog and receives a £5 prize for her keen observation. If you haven't seen the
well it's worth a look as it's one of our many listed landmarks.
For this edition we're being a little more kind with a photo of what should be
a slightly more recognisable structure. Can you tell where and what this is? Please
send your answer to HP16 - The Source, c/o Great Missenden Library, High Street,
Great Missenden, HP16 0AL or email us at editor@hp16.org.uk. As usual there's
a £5 prize for the first correct entry drawn after the closing date of 30 May 2008.
Available now, for a limited
period… the last copies of the
late George Piggin’s highly popular,
72-page second book. Anecdotal
histories of Chesham’s industries,
sports clubs, social life and people.
Ideal for the family tree enthusiast.
SPECIAL OFFER: HALF PRICE:
now £3.25 from Hawkes Design at
the address shown left (please
add 70p postage and packing.)

Graphic design, typography,
stationery, magazines,
book publishing, printing

Photo by Barney Drake

Hawkes Design & Publishing Ltd,
59a The Broadway,
High Street, Chesham,
Bucks HP5 1BX
t> 01494 793000
e> phawkes@btconnect.com

Available May 2008…
a 2009 calendar featuring
some of the earliest portraits of
Chesham town and surrounding
villages; images of the highest
quality and many unique in print.
£7.99 from Orbit Press in
Chesham, or phone for details.
Can be personalised for
home or business.

Email: editor@hp16.org.uk
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How to make a
child delinquent!
Portsmouth Area Family Concern.
Use of ‘He’ covers both sexes
1. Give the child everything he
wants, from infancy. He will
grow up believing the world
owes him a living.
2. When he picks up bad language, laugh at him. He will
think he is clever.
3. Avoid using the word
‘wrong’. It may cause him a
guilt complex!
4. Pick up everything he leaves
lying around – books,
shoes, clothes. He will be
experienced in throwing responsibility on others
5. Let him read any printed
matter he can get his hands
on. Ensure the crockery and
cutlery are sterilised, but let
his mind feast on rubbish.
6. Quarrel frequently in front
of your children. They
won’t be too shocked when
the home is broken up

7. Give the child all the
spending money he wants.
Never let him earn his
own. Why should he have
things as tough as you had
them?
8. Satisfy his every craving for
food, drink and comfort.
See that every sensual desire is gratified. Denial may
lead to frustration.
9. Never give him any Spiritual training. Wait until he
is 18 or 21 and then let him
decide for himself.
10. Take his part against teachers, police, neighbours.
They are all prejudiced
against your child.
11. When he gets into trouble,
apologise for him, saying,
“I never could do anything
with him”.
12. Prepare for a life of grief.
You will likely have it.

HEALTH & WELLBEING 13

Success is a journey
by Maurice Roberts
It’s Quarterly Report time!
In issue one we looked at “Someday and If only” scenarios in our
lives, reflecting on Oliver Wendell Holmes comment, “ Most
people go to their graves with
their songs still unsung”.
In the second, we pondered
on stepping out of our “Comfort
Zones” taking that first step; remembering Lao Tzu’s “ A journey of a thousand miles begins
with one step”.
In issue three we asked,
“Where have all the hours gone?”

Have any of your New Years Resolutions begun to take root? If
not, why not?
For me, there was a slow realization, that having written the
articles I had put my own head
on the block. The little voice sitting on my shoulder, asked,
“Well! What have you done? I
wake up in the morning and
start to roll over for a few more
minutes, determined to keep my
eyes shut. Anyone else do that? I
digress. Then a little voice whispers in my ear, “The morning
breeze has secrets to tell you, do
not go back to sleep.” (Rumi)
“It’s quarterly report time!”
I have stepped out of my com-

fort zone and done something
that used to be a “someday and
if only” whinge of mine. I would
be happy to share my progress
with anyone who wants to write
in through the “Source”. A word
of warning! I’ll want to hear
your story.
Each day is a new beginning.
That first step need not be gigantic. Most beginnings are small
and appear trivial and insignificant, but in reality they are the
most important in life.
Start your journey. Winston
Churchill once said, “Courage is
rightly considered the foremost
of virtues because upon it, all
others depend”.

Have you ever considered
the value of an hour? It is priceless. Invest one hour each day
and you will accumulate nine
‘40-hour’weeks, during a year.
Nine ‘40-hour’ weeks. Wow!
Is getting what you want in
life worth one hour a day? I certainly hope so. Please adopt an
hour a day. How much more love
could you give and receive? How
much fitter could you be? How
much more….? Doing precedes
Having. Small step? How about a
“Magnificent Obsession”?
Three simple steps! • Follow
through on your Vision. • Refuse
to compromise on the ‘onehour.’ • Avoid the comfort zone.

Learning at the Abbey
Beautiful Missenden Abbey, an
historical building of national
heritage, is an excellent conference venue for corporate clients.
Many of you know it as a residential centre offering weekend
courses since 1947, or for weeklong art courses its Summer
School, running for the last 29

years, has a national reputation
as a centre for City & Guilds
study of creative subjects.
Living in the Chilterns, we
are privileged to have such a
wonderful resource in the heart
of our community. Are you taking advantage of the opportunities that Missenden Abbey offers

you, to learn new skills and to
develop your creativity?
The exciting Summer
School programme, which
brings 1000 visitors to the village, starts on 20 July.
Don’t delay – request your
copy of the new 2008/2009
brochures, due out in mid-May,

call 01296 383582 or consult our
website www.arca.uk.net/missendenabbey
Better still visit during open
days on each Saturday in June
(11am – 4pm), as well as Summer School Saturdays - between
26 July and 23 August (10.30am
– 12.00pm).
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LETTERS

Letters
“Plans are nothing; planning is everything”
(Eisenhower)
The article in Issue 3 drawing attention to the possibility of a three storey block of
flats emphasises the need and importance for all planning decisions for an area to be
taken by individuals who have been familar with the locality for many years (and not
by those who have little or no knowledge of the area). With persons of integrity and
local knowledge making planning decisions, this should then overcome "odd planning
decisions" in the district. I deplore developments impacting on the local environment
and in places, such as Great Missenden and Prestwood, any attempt to adversely affect
the rural setting in which dwellings have been established.

John Dummer
I was deeply relieved to hear that the planning application to demolish Overstroud
House in Green Lane and erect a three storey block of luxury flats with underground
parking was turned down last week by the Chiltern District Council Planning Committee. I gather it was a unanimous vote against. It is very pleasing these days when
sense prevails over profiteering. Looking at the CDC website it is impressive how
much support there was from the community for resisting a precedent like this. This
being a fine example of HP16 community spirit. After a young school boy’s tragic
death last year on a similar local road without pavement, a cynic would say it is only
a matter of time as more and more school children walk to school in line with government wishes.

Green Lane Resident

Are NHS changes working for us?
The Government has spent £12 million of taxpayers’ money on a survey, which resulted in 84 people out of every 100 being satisfied with the service they received from
their GPs. But despite this, they are trying to force through changes in the way general
practice is funded and organised. Money will in fact be taken away from our local
NHS surgery and given to private companies.
Even though there is no shortage of doctors’ surgeries locally, the Government are
also insisting that a new surgery is opened somewhere in High Wycombe. The private
company running this will be given NHS money to set it up – from the budget of our
local surgeries so that it can operate seven days a week using shifts of doctors and
nurses.
If this new surgery is opened near to us here, existing practices in this area may be
forced out of business. If the surgery has to close, we will no longer have a “local” GP
but will have to travel to High Wycombe.

throughout our lovely county and, indeed the whole country, if we have a mind to. Just
stick to the speed limits.
Bucks County Council have recently introduced what I think is a brilliant scheme,
“Making the Commitment”, which we can ALL sign up to, to try and drive within the
speed limits. It works; when you’ve signed up you DO feel as through you’re contributing to a safer community and it DOES make you feel more responsible ... and
you can even be given a car sticker to justify it!

Barbara Rowett
I was walking my dog recently along Honor End road, which, to motorists who are not
familiar with the road name, is the stretch of road between the Chequers pub and
Sprinters Sports Club. The road or path is not very wide and the weather that morning
was atrocious, very wet and puddles all along the road by the kerb. I started waving
my arm up and down to get the cars to slow down. Most, however, made no effort to
avoid splashing through puddles and spraying rain water over the path.
Sadly I was caught by a driver in a smallish navy blue car and had to continue my
walk completely soaked. Now I knew that once home I could at least change into dry
clothes but what about the school children who would have to spend their school day
in wet clothes not to mention the walk or bus ride getting there.
The driver of the navy blue car quite clearly couldn’t care less as he or she made
no effort to wave an apology, I wonder what they would feel like if someone threw a
bucket of water over them when they got to work, because that was what it felt like.
In all this it was the rudeness more than the getting drenched that made me angry so
to all drivers PLEASE have a greater awareness of the road conditions and spare a
thought for pedestrians and SLOW DOWN!

Angry of Prestwood

The heart of the village
I fully endorse the feelings of Hilary Wharf, in her letter, "Missenden has no heart."
As a resident of Great Missenden for nearly twenty five years I think that the traffic
calming of the High Street was the beginning of the decline of the village life.

Sheila Mathers

Charity donations
The recent street collection in Great Missenden for the Iain Rennie Hospice at Home
raised the sum of £351.33 towards providing nursing care at home for patients with
life threatening diseases. Many thanks to all all the collectors and those who donated.
There will be a further collection in Prestwood on August 30.

Mary Wiles

Liz Hudson

“There is more to life than simply increasing
its speed” (Gandhi)
What will it take to persuade the local authority to reduce the speed limit in Nags
Head Lane to 20 mph and install a rumble strip at both ends of the residential section?
This part of Nags Head Lane has no pavement, no lighting and has blind bends. Residential roads in High Wycombe off Priory Road which have pavements and lighting,
and are less densely populated than Nags Head Lane, have warranted sleeping policemen and a 20mph speed limit. What will persuade the local authority? The death of
a child in Nags Head Lane having been run over on a bend by a car doing 30mph?

Roger Thomson, Nags Head Lane
If we are to save what remains of our quiet lanes and peaceful villages the glaringly obvious first step is to stop bringing more and bigger vehicles on to the roads and put
that trend into reverse. Let us be realistic - hardly anyone really wants to do that and
take the consequences. So Government should give us a lead? What a hope! Road traffic, from oil well through to scrapyard, is all 'economic good’, producing employment,
purchasing power, taxes. Global warming is not unbearable – well, not yet …

John R. Catch
In reply to Lillian Jones’ letter in The Source Feb/March 08 entitled “Familiarity breeds
contempt for speed limits” I echo her sentiments exactly and suggest that we ALL hold
it within our own grasp to instantly solve the problem of traffic travelling too fast

Please send your letters to The Source by email to editor@hp16.org.uk
or by post to HP16 – The Source, c/o Great Missenden Library,
High Street, Great Missenden, HP16 0AL.

Email: editor@hp16.org.uk

EVENTS 15

Source HP16 events
The

Thursday 24 April

Friday 16 May

Prestwood Supporters of Cancer
Research - Fashion show by Papillon Boutique, Fleur & The Bridal
Shop – Prestwood Village Hall.
Tickets £15 each, including a free
glass of sparkling wine and canapés.
Tickets 01494 863080 / 776600 or
e-mail: prestwoodcruk@uwclub.net

Christian Aid Week Pot Luck
Lunch. Please bring some items to
share, plus items to sell on bring
and buy table – plants, cakes, preserves, bric a brac etc, Holy Trinity
Church Hall 1.15pm

Friday 25 April
Buckinghamshire Pottery &
Sculpture Society meeting. Annual
General Meeting, followed by a
demonstration by Emma Johnstone. Little Kingshill Village Hall.
7.30pm. Admission £5 for nonmembers. Details Richard Ballantyne 01296 738983

Saturday 26 April
Springtime in a Country Church.
Great Missenden Choral Society
Concert. Vaughan Williams –
Benedicite; Poulenc – Gloria; Kadaly
– Missa Brevis. 7.30pm Church of St
Peter and St Paul, Great Missenden
Tickets £12.50, Students £6, from
Christopher Pallet, Station Approach, Great Missenden

Monday 5 May
Spirit of Prestwood on Prestwood
Common. Community event –
stalls, sideshows and entertainment
by local groups and charities.

Wednesday 7th May
Priestfield Arboretum Work Party.
10am to 12 noon. Stony Lane, Little
Kingshill. Details Barbara Rippington 01494 565269
Prestwood Afternoon W.I Resolutions for National AGM Prestwood
Village Hall 2.15pm. Details from
01494 866894

Thursday 8 May
Little Kingshill W.I. Resolutions
for National AGM. 2pm Little
Kingshill Village Hall. Details Margaret Emery 01494 863859
Imaginative Containers with Staying Power by Tim Miles, Head Gardeners at Cotswold Wildlife Park.
Prestwood Gardening Society.
Prestwood Village Hall 8pm. Details
from Joan Hawes 01494 865272

Saturday 10 May
Prestwood Gardening Society Annual Plant Sale at Prestwood Village
Hall 9am. Quality bedding plants
for sale at discount prices.
Great Missenden Lawn Tennis
Club Open Day from 12 noon.
Details Joan Craig 01494 864651

Sunday 11 May
Christian aid Week begins

Tuesday 13 May
Prestwood Evening W.I. Resolutions for National AGM and Beetle
Drive Prestwood Village Hall
7.45pm. Details Mrs. Helen Glenister 01494 863972

Thursday 15 May
Great Missenden W.I. Resolutions
for National AGM Great Missenden
Memorial Hall 7.30pm. Details
Elizabeth Webster 01494 862000

Thursday 15 to Saturday
17 May
Prestwood Theatre Club presents
“Our Country’s Good” by Timberlake Wertenbaker. At Prestwood
Village Hall. Tickets 0709 201 5796
www.prestwoodtheatreclub.co.uk

Friday 16 to Sunday 18 May
Chesham Bois Catholic Players
present “Murder in Two Acts – The
Rats by Agatha Christie and Real Inspector Hound by Tom Stoppard. At
The Little Theatre by the Park,
Church Street, Chesham. 8pm Fri
and Sat. 6.30pm Sun. Tickets, including a two course supper, £15, students
and oaps £12 from 01494 758004

Saturday 17 May
Centenary Summer Fete Prestwood
Infant School. 11am - 2pm. Tickets
and details 01494 862263. E mail
office@prestwoodinfants.org.uk

Sunday 18 May
Priestfield Arboretum Work Party.
10am to 12 noon. Stony Lane, Little
Kingshill. Details Barbara Rippington 01494 565269
Prestwood 10k. Starts and finishes
Prestwood Sports Centre (Sprinters). Start 11am. Details www.prestwood10k.co.uk

Monday 19th May
Dragonflies parent bereavement
group 7.30 - 9.30pm Dragonflies
parent bereavement group is open
to all parents who have lost a child
regardless of how their child died
and the age of the child. Parents
who have lost grown up children
sometimes feel left out but losing a
child is unbearable even if their
child was an adult. Meetings are
held at Holy Trinity Church Cottage Wycombe Road Prestwood
Dragonflies is sponsored by The
Thomas Ball Children's Cancer
Fund. Enquiries 01494 890157

Tuesday 20 May
National Blood Transfusion Service
Donor Session. 2pm to 3.55pm and
4.45 -7.15pm. Prestwood Village Hall.

Saturday 24 May
Spring Sale and Plant Fair by
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and
Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust. 10am
to 1.30pm Great Missenden Memorial Centre. Admission 20p. Details
Sue Fletcher 01494 758419

Tuesday 27 May
Prestwood Society The Meaning of
Life. Illustrated talk by Tony Marshall (Prestwood Nature). Prestwood Village Hall. 8pm

Wednesday 28 May
Priestfield Arboretum Work Party.
10am to 12 noon. Stony Lane, Little
Kingshill. Details Barbara Rippington 01494 565269

Saturday 31 May
Prestwood Nature Stag beetle
search, Chalkdell Wood, Great Missenden. Meet at SS Peter & Paul
Church, Great Missenden. 10am1pm Combined event with Bucks
Invertebrates Group. (If the weather
is good we may extend this trip to
the afternoon and also search Rook
Wood, with a break for lunch.) Details Tony Marshall 01494 864251

Sunday 1 June
Priestfield Arboretum Work Party.
10am to 12 noon. Stony Lane, Little
Kingshill. Details Barbara Rippington 01494 565269

Farm Sunday Look out for notices
of events at different farms including Hampden Bottom Farm.

Wednesday 4th June
Prestwood Afternoon W.I Making
a Garden for the BBC Garden of
Year competition Prestwood Village
Hall 2.15pm. Details from 01494
866894

Saturday 7 June
B17’s live Rock n Roll Band. In aid
of The Thomas Ball Children’s Cancer Fund Tickets £15 including a
buffet. Prizes for persons in 50’s gear.
Tel. 01494 890157. 8pm at Adams
Park, High Wycombe. Tickets from
JNP Partnership, Prestwood.

Monday 7 July

Sunday 18 May

Open morning at Wycombe Magistrates Court. See the courts in action. Booking essential. 9.30am to
12.30pm. Tel. 01494 651035 E mail
magswycombe@btinternet.com

Overstroud Cottage, The Dell,
Frith Hill, Great Missenden. £2.50,
children 50p. Teas available. Details
01494 862 701.

Tuesday 8 July
Prestwood Evening W.I Bucks Cottage Crafts Mrs. Dineen Prestwood
Village Hall 7.45pm. Details Mrs.
Helen Glenister 01494 863972

Thursday 10 July
Little Kingshill WI. Centre of
Hearing Dogs for Deaf People. 2pm
Little Kingshill Village Hall. Details
Margaret Emery 01494 863859

Fressingwood. £2.50, children free.
Teas available. 2pm - 6pm. Hare
Lane, Little Kingshill.

8 June
Hughenden Manor, National Trust.
£2.60, child £1.90. From 11am, last
admission 4.30pm
More information about these gardens
and other gardens open to the public
under the National Gardens Scheme
can be found in: the Buckinghamshire
NGS leaflet available from good garden centres, libraries and bookshops;
The Yellow Book, available from bookshops; and online at www.ngs.org.uk

Prestwood Evening W.I Chinese
Wok Cookery Prestwood Village
Hall 7.45pm. Details Mrs. Helen
Glenister 01494 863972

Pot plants in the home, Nicholas
Morgan, superintendent of Glass,
Propagation and Research at Wisley
Prestwood Gardening Society.
Prestwood Village Hall 8pm. Details
from Joan Hawes 01494 865272

Thursday 12 June

Saturday 12 July

Wednesdays

Prestwood Gardening Society.
Coach trip to West Green Gardens,
Hampshire, a National Trust garden. Details from David Latham
01494 714272

"Bounce & Rhyme" Songs & Nursery Rhymes for babies & pre-school
children. Great Missenden library
10:30 to 11 am Every week during
term time

Saturday 19 July

Thursdays

The Lee Flower Show. Exhibitors’
marquee, side shows, fabulous teas
accompanied by the Ellesborough
Band. Fun for all. Entry £2.50, children and oaps £1. The Lee Cricket
Ground. Gate opens 1.45pm

Weekly lunch club in the Baptist
hall Great Missenden for over 55's
Details Sally Appleby 01494 488549.

Tuesday 10 June

Little Kingshill WI. Wendy Black –
Bhutan, a mountain paradise. 2pm
Little Kingshill Village Hall. Details
Margaret Emery 01494 863859
The Mistakes Gardeners Make by
Graham Pavey, garden designer,
writer and judge. Prestwood Gardening Society. Prestwood Village
Hall 8pm. Details from Joan Hawes
01494 865272

Saturday 14 June &
Sunday 15 June
Prestwood Colts presentation
weekend, Prestwood Common.

Saturday 14 June to
Sunday 29 June
Bucks Open Studios. 21 artists in
17 studios. Information available
from end of April at www.bucksopen-studios.org.uk or in directory
available at the end of May. Further
details Trish Woodcock 01296
614283

Thursday 19 June
Great Missenden W.I. Kate Miller –
Nepal, it changes your life. Great Missenden Memorial Hall 7.30pm. Details Elizabeth Webster 01494 862000

Saturday 21 June
Family Fun Afternoon at Roald
Dahl’s Gipsy House garden in aid
of the Roald Dahl Foundation.
Amersham Brass Band, children’s
side shows, Dahl readings, Mr Marvel Magician, teas, Pimms tent, ice
creams. 2pm to 5pm. Entry £5, children £2.50. Whitefield Lane, Great
Missenden. Details Jo Smith 01494
890465 or fundraising@roalddahlfoundation.org

Sunday 22 June
Summer Fayre, Little Kingshill
Combined School. BBQ, fun and
entertainment for all the family.
Contact saraik@aol.com for further
information

Sunday 29 June
Barbeque and Fun Day at Ballinger
Memorial Hall. Details 01494
866161 or 837214
School Fayre at Prestwood Junior
School, from 11am

Saturday 5 July
Little Kingshill Village Society
Summer Social Supper. Our food bring your own wine. Tickets from
Cromer Carpets, Great Missenden
or committee members. Little
Kingshill Village Hall 8pm

Tuesday 22 July
National Blood Transfusion Service
Donor Session. 2pm to 3.55pm and
4.45 -7.15pm. Prestwood Village Hall.

Visit a church
Visit St Mary Magdalene Church,
Great Hampden.
Please come and enjoy this ancient
church in its delightful setting. Short
guides to the Church for visitors to
walk around with are available as
well as histories of Hampden House.
Open on the following Sundays
from 2-5pm. Light refreshments
available. 4 and 18 May, 1 and 15
June, 6 and 20 July, 3 and 17 August.
Cream teas at St Peter and St Paul
Great Missenden. Cream teas will be
available in the church each Sunday
from 20 April. From 3pm to 5pm

Visit a garden
The Gardens at Hughenden
Manor. On 15 May at 2pm the gardener in charge will take visitors on
a Seasonal Garden Tour. £5 per
head. Booking Essential 0870
4288933. Details 01494 755573.

Sunday 8 June
Priestfield Arboretum Open Day.
10.30am to 4.30pm. Guided tours.
Wear sturdy footwear. Not suitable
for disabled. Admission £1. Stony
Lane, Little Kingshill.
Several local gardens are open to the
public under the National Gardens
Scheme

Thursday 15 May,
Wednesday 11 June and
Thursday 17 July
Gipsy House, home of the late
Roald Dahl, with the Plant Specialist. £4, children free. Teas available.
2pm -5pm Whitefield Lane, Great
Missenden. Details Jo Smith 01494
890465 or fundraising@roalddahlfoundation.org

Weekly events

Fridays
Story time for pre-school children
Great Missenden library 2pm Every
week during term time

In school holidays
Great Missenden library See special events advertised in the library
and on the web site
www.buckscc.gov.uk/libraries

Great Missenden library
Opening hours Monday – closed;
Tuesday 9.30am -5pm; Wednesday
9.30am -5pm; Thursday 9.30am 1pm; Friday 9.30am -7pm; Saturday 9.30am -1pm; Sundays and
Bank holidays – closed

Prestwood Mobile library
Prestwood Village Hall alternate
Wednesdays 11.40-12.30 7, 21 May,
4, 18 June.

Local Councillors’ Surgery
County District and Parish Councillors available to meet with residents, Great Missenden Library 1st
Saturday of each month 10-11am.

Events at The Roald
Dahl Museum and
Story Centre
81-83 High Street
Great Missenden
Bucks HP16 0AL
01494 892192
www.roalddahlmuseum.org
The Museum, Shop and Café
Twit are open 10am to 5pm
Tuesday to Sunday, plus halfterm Mondays.
Unless otherwise stated there is
a charge for activities, in addition to the museum entry
charge. Many activities should
be pre booked. For more information contact the Roald Dahl
Museum and Story Centre
Registered Charity No. 1085853 A company
limited by guarantee no. 4178505

Saturday 10 May
12.30pm 1.30pm
and 2.30pm
Discover Dahl’s Archives. For 10+
years. FREE for Museum visitors.

Sunday 11 May
40 min. sessions between
11.15am and 3pm
Chocolate decorating. For all ages.

Sunday 18 May
2pm to 3.30pm
Make your own revolting recipe.
For 6+ years. Make Hot Frogs from
“James and the Giant Peach” and
Blue Bubblers from “The Giraffe,
Pelly and Me”.

Sunday 25 May
40 min. sessions between
10.30am and 3.45pm
Chocolate decorating. For all ages.

Wednesday 28 May
1.30pm to 2.30pm and
3pm to 4pm
George’s Marvellous Experiments.
For 7+ years. Make your own
whizzbanging rockets, erupting volcanoes and super-bouncy balls.

Friday 30 May
1.30pm to 2.30pm
and 3pm to 4pm
Tall Tales. For 5+ years. Children’s
author Adam Guillain talks about
his writing and performs a rich bag
of crazy tales from around the
world.

Sunday 8 June
40 min. sessions between
11.15am and 3pm
Chocolate decorating. For all ages

Saturday 14 June
12.30pm, 1.30pm
and 2.30pm
Discover Dahl’s Archives. For 10+
years. FREE for Museum visitors
Sunday 22 June 2.30pm to 3.30pm
Make your own revolting recipe.
For 6+ years. Make Plushnuggets
from “The Giraffe, Pelly and Me”
and Mr Wonka’s flavoured fizzy lifting drinks.
Drop-in storytelling and craft activities for children and families take
place at weekends and every day in
the Buckinghamshire school holidays.

Tell people about
your forthcoming
events
If you run a local community organisation
planning an event in
HP16 tell us about it.
Send details including:
date; event; venue; time;
cost [if any]; contact
name, telephone
number and e mail
address [if available].
To: editor@hp16.org.uk
or tel:01494 865333
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Cricket on the
village greens
by Paul Roberts
The arrival of warmer weather
and longer evenings heralds many
things but for lovers of the English summer game it means just
one: the start of the cricket season,
particularly for our local league
clubs: Little Kingshill, Ballinger
Waggoners and Prestwood.
Cricket has played an important role in the sporting life
of the local community for over
100 years. Little Kingshill celebrated its centenary in 1998
whilst Prestwood can trace its
first match to the early 1900s
and a game against Great Kingshill. The game has been played
in Ballinger since before the Second World War though the current Waggoners club was
founded in 1970.
Little Kingshill CC currently
fields two XIs in the Morrant
Chiltern League and plays in the

Village Knockout. In 2006 the
2nd XI was promoted to the first
division of their league and in
that season they secured third
place. The 1st XI narrowly missed
out on third place in their league
following a last-day showdown.
Ballinger and Prestwood
both field teams in the Kookaburra Mid-Bucks Cricket
League. The Waggoners first XI
will again compete in the Premier
Division while newly promoted
Prestwood will play in Division 2.

Both clubs also hope to field second XIs in Division 3 this season,
though this will depend on having the necessary numbers.
All clubs welcome new players of all abilities and ages so for
further information please visit
www.lkcc.co.uk for Little Kingshill, www.ballingerwaggonerscc.co.uk for Ballinger or call
Mark Eden on 01494 890183 or
Richard Tomkins on 01494
862855 for information about
Prestwood.

Kingshill players in action

Local Personal Trainers Cat and
Gareth have a combined experience
in sports, training, and fitness of over
22 years. We believe personal training
should be fun as well as effective.

We offer:
I

Qualified Personal Training

I

General health & fitness programs

I

Exercise programs for new mums

I

Nutritional Analysis

I

Fat loss programs

CHALFONT
BASKETBALL
All adults 16 to 60+ are
welcome to these fast,
friendly games at
Chalfont Leisure Centre

Call 01494 793000

Hardy tennis players at Great
Missenden Lawn Tennis Club
continued to do battle with the
elements as well as their opponents over the winter but the

Mike Ouvarov and budding juniors

gaining promotion to the Premier
Division of the Bucks Shield,
which means that they and the
club’s Men’s First team will be
tested at the highest level of the
County competition this year.
The Club is delighted to welcome on board its new Head

Sports specific training
(adventure races, running, cycling, and boxing)

I

Local gym facilities or outdoor training
(home visits available at additional cost)

I

Special rates for Corporate or group training

CONTACT DETAILS: Mobile: Cat - 07951 659728 / Gareth - 07774 908065
E-mail: cat.villarreal@gmail.com or gareth.batson@btinternet.com

Wednesdays 6.30-7.15pm

new season has now kicked off
with social tennis sessions
throughout the week. Their grass
courts, the envy of many other
clubs, are due to open early in
May - weather permitting!
Missenden Ladies’ First team
had a successful 2007 season

Body shaping

I

To begin your journey towards fun & fitness contact Cat or Gareth today!

New season opens
at Missenden LTC
by Joan Craig

I

Coach, Mike Ouvarov, who will
have expert support from fellow
coaching professional Inga
Sydorenko. Mike is a former professional on the ATP world tour,
having previously been National
Junior Champion and represented Great Britain in the Junior
Davis Cup, while Inga has a considerable coaching pedigree in the
UK and Europe and was formerly
the No. 1 junior in her native
Ukraine. Regular coaching sessions will be run at GMLTC for
senior and junior team squads
with group and individual sessions also available for members
and non-members at all levels.
As one of the largest and best
supported clubs in the area with
players of all ages and standards
it’s certainly worth a visit. Potential new members are welcome to
meet the coaches and other
members at their Open Day on
11 May from midday. Enquires
can also be made via Joan Craig
on 01494 864651 or see the club
website at www.gmltc.com.

Scouts do a turn
for Sport Relief
A core value of all Scout Groups
is to form part of their community by doing good deeds – they
call them 'turns' – for other people. Last month Prestwood Scout
Group organised a 6 mile hike
and run around the villages and
woods of Prestwood and Great
Missenden to help raise money
for Sport Relief. One of the Scout
Troop ran the course in 40 minutes and more than thirty others,
accompanied by a similar num-

ber of parents and siblings, took a
more leisurely pace collecting donations on the way. In addition to
these contributions the individual group members raised
personal sponsorship which totalled more than £1300, a fantastic result and something about
which the young people can be
justifiably proud. The scouts
would like to thank everyone for
their generous sponsorship and
kind support on the day.

Prestwood Scouts on Sport Relief day

Deadline for submissions and advertisements for our next edition is Friday 30 May 2008

