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What’s new at
The Source?
Welcome to the third edition of The Source. A big ‘thank you’
to the dozens of you who are already involved in this community enterprise. There are people doing interviews, taking
photographs, drawing cartoons, designing crosswords – and
loads of you delivering the newspapers – it really wouldn’t
happen without you and it’s great that the idea of our own
newspaper is gathering momentum. So why not join in if
you’re not already on board? Just drop us a line and let us
know what you can do or tell us the news and gossip from
your corner of the community. Many of you have told us
how valuable you find The Source, so please help us all to
keep the ball rolling. And while you’re at it, please sign up as
a member so that you have a say in our newspaper’s future
(see page 2 for more information and contact details).
training comprised six phases
based in Milton Keynes and Oxford, the first four including rigorous drill yard exercises, lectures
and written exams.
Tina, along with Watch Manager Bryan Tomes and their colleagues, regard their Station as a
focal point in the community.
In addition to their frequent
fundraising for local charities – the
last car wash day raised £1800. On
Friday, 15 February, the Missenden

by Marilyn Burrows
With all the talk of local 999 calls
being routed outside the county it
would be easy to forget that we
have a dedicated team of firefighters based in Great Missenden
who ensure that we can sleep
soundly at night. But what do you
know about them? Here’s an insight into the crew, some of whom
have more hair than others!

It's a murky Tuesday evening,
and Barney the border collie and
his handler have just popped into
the Great Missenden Fire Station
to check out the weekly training
session. The pair are qualified
members of the Bucks Fire Investigation Search Dog Unit and as
such are an integral part of the
Station's team of part-time
fire-fighters.
Barney's colleagues comprise
nine men and one woman who

are on call at all times under the
Retained Duty System which
serves HP16. Their commitment
would not be possible without
the goodwill of their employers,
and the understanding and patience of their close family and
friends, as their duties impact on
their personal lives.
The Great Missenden team is
wholly focussed on delivering the
best possible response to emergencies, from the initial call-out

via personal pager systems, to getting the fire engine ("the pump")
out on the road, they must take
no longer than five minutes, otherwise the call is redirected. This
Station prides itself on an average
response time of just three minutes, which is certainly reassuring.
Last year this Station answered
170 emergency calls in HP16.
Recently qualified fire-fighter
and mother of three Tina Jackson
enthuses about her new job. Her

Bucket-loads
of enthusiasm

fire fighters were the first to attend
when the roof of the Oldham Hall
went up in flames. Fortunately noone was seriously injured.
Tonight, however, Barney the
collie has other things to do, and
his handler has hung up her protective boots and jacket. He's off
to dog training classes, having
just qualified for the Crufts obedience competition. Tuesday is
his training night, too, and practise makes perfect.
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Keep on
joining us

Contents
and Contacts

Still more of you are signing
up as members of HP16 CIC,
the Social Enterprise behind
The Source, and we are very
grateful to those who have.
Membership enables you to
have a vote in the future of the
newspaper and your £5 goes
towards making The Source financially viable. Please take
the opportunity to become a
member today by completing
and returning the coupon on
this page. The membership
agreement is also printed here.

Letters – page 14
News – pages 2 & 3
Interview and Feature – page 4
Community – pages 4, 5, 6 & 10
Environment – page 7
Source Youth – pages 8 and 9
Business – page 11
Puzzles – page 12
Health & Wellbeing – page 13
Events – pages 15
Sports & Leisure – page 16

The Vision develops
After two years’ hard work on
the ‘Community Vision for
HP16’ project we produced and
circulated a document entitled
an ‘Emerging Vision’ at the end
of 2007, including what might
be done in our area to preserve
and enhance it for the future.
Just over half of those who
replied were happy with the suggestions but many more had other

Editorial panel
Stuart Jones
Maurice Roberts

Sharon Kavanagh
Colin Veysey

HP16 -The Source
c/o Great Missenden Library
High Street, Great Missenden HP16 0AL

Please get involved!

We are very keen to hear from you if you would like to be involved
in HP16 CIC. As it is a community organisation we are particularly
keen to welcome new community voting members. HP16 CIC will
use all its income and assets to promote its community benefit purposes, so membership will bring no financial interest or benefit (i.e.
the CIC will operate on a "non-profit distributing" basis). Each
member will have one vote. The subscription is £5 and acceptance
as a member is at the discretion of the board of HP16 CIC. Should
you simply wish to make a donation in addition or instead of
membership we would be very grateful for your support.

© HP16 CIC 2008. It is our policy to correct any errors in print. If you
find an error of fact in these pages please let us know. We will carry any
corrections or clarifications at the earliest opportunity. While every care
has been taken to ensure that the data in this publication is accurate, neither the publisher nor its editorial contributors can accept, and hereby
disclaim, any liability to any party to loss or damage caused by errors
omissions resulting from negligence, accident or any other cause.

I

HP16 - The Source does not officially endorse any advertising material
included within this publication. However, we are proud to be associated
with businesses in HP16 area and hope that you will support them.

HP16 – The Source is independent and
non political.
This community newspaper is printed on
100% recycled paper. Please recycle it again.

ISSUE 3, FEB/MARCH 2008
Deadline for contributions and
advertisements for April/May edition is
Friday 28th March.

nity gatherings over Lent to enable you to have your view on the
kinds of challenges that face us
all (see more details in this issue).
Please remember this is not a
Council initiative, it’s about local
people and their community. You
can view the ‘vision’ online at
www.gmprg.org.uk/cv4hp16.html.
Send your comments to
cv4hp16@gmprg.org.uk.

Ê

Telephone: 01494 865333
Website: www.hp16.org.uk
Editorial: email editor@hp16.org.uk
Advertising: email adverts@hp16.org.uk

To protect the rights of authors, we have to state that all rights are reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in any retrieval system, or transmitted in any form – electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording or otherwise. However, if contacted, we are
happy to assist you to obtain the rights to use articles or photographs in
non-profit situations or arrange an appropriate payment structure for
commercial applications.

ideas to add. The next stage will be
to develop an action plan for things
to do in the community over the
coming years. Suggestions range
from a review of traffic calming to
creating an information centre for
the area, as well as a number of environmental projects.
To check our assumptions,
we’re working with our local
partners on a series of commu-

I
Oh do behave!

I wish to become a member and enclose a cheque for £5
payable to HP16 CIC
and / or
I wish to make a donation to HP16 CIC and enclose a
cheque for
made payable to HP16 CIC

Full name:
Address:

Some people
behaving badly
Crossing Prestwood High Street
should be a safer process as a result of the new zebra crossing,
but local Community Police
Support Officer, Chris Ging, is
concerned that things may not
work out that way. He and his
colleague have noticed that locals are parking as they did before, now not only on the
double yellow lines but even on
the new zebra crossing zigzags.
Chris has asked The Source to

report the danger that this represents for people crossing
there; his particular concern is
for youngsters and the elderly
who might not be seen by drivers, whose view is obscured by
illegally parked vehicles.
The Source has received a
number of comments about the
location of the crossing but,
given that it is where it is, we
hope not to have to report any
serious accidents there!

Phone number:
Email address:

Please cut out this portion and return it in an envelope
with your cheque(s) to HP16 CIC, c/o Great Missenden
Library, High Street, Great Missenden, HP16 0AL.
MEMBERSHIP AGREEMENT - HP16 CIC
Registered Company Number: 06338762
In consideration of subscribing the sum of £5
I request that the Directors of HP16 CIC (“the
Company”) register me as a member of the
Company. I warrant that I am over 18 years
of age and reside in the HP16 area of Buckinghamshire.
I understand that by becoming a member
of the company I may lose my £5 subscription should the Company become insolvent.
I also understand that the only right I attain as
a result of membership is to vote at the

Annual General Meeting of the Company or
such other meetings as the Company may
from time to time in its discretion call.
Specifically I understand that I have no
right to or expectation of the payment of any
dividend at any time either now or in the
future. The company has been formed to
support community activities and accordingly
any profits generated will be used to further
support and develop the operations of the
company.
I consent to my name being published as
a member of the Company.

Email: editor@hp16.org.uk
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True sanctuary for
suffering horses
The Horse Trust in Speen is
pleased to report a positive response for most of the animals
that were rescued from appalling
conditions after RSPCA intervention in January.
The story of atrocious treatment of the animals at Spindles
Farm in Hyde Heath made national news. However, the animals are now responding well to
the good food, water, shelter and
TLC that the Trust’s staff provide, as they start their journey
back to health.
The Trust has received generous gifts of horse rugs, feed,
bedding, volunteers’ time and of
course cash donations to help
fund the necessary expensive
veterinary treatment. There is
still much to be done and all donations are both essential and
hugely welcome.
“I have never seen anything
like this in my whole life,” says
Shirley Abbott, yard manager at
The Horse Trust. “You don’t
think things like this go on in
this country, but they do.”
All the horses in the Trust’s
care are receiving special nutrition
and veterinary care to nurse them
back to health. It costs, on average,
about £100 a week to keep a horse
at the Trust and many of these
horses are undergoing additional
tests and receiving fairly expensive
emergency treatment.

Think I like this
‘Neigh’bourhood!

Grow your own?
Photo by Barney Drake

Get a life – get
an allotment!
by Sue Styles

With resources stretched in
this crisis, the Trust is appealing
for donations. Donations to
an emergency appeal called
“Horse Heaven” can be made
directly via the Trust’s website
www.horsetrust.org.uk or cheques
may be sent to The Horse Trust,

Speen, Princes Risborough, Bucks
HP27 0PP.
Becky Evans, head of welfare at
the Trust, said: “As you handle
these horses you can sense their relief at being rescued. They are wary
of people but they see that we come
with food and water and a clean

sheltered stable to sleep in and their
trust is growing as their strength increases gradually each day.” The
RSPCA is working to collate evidence on the condition of the living
animals and the numbers of the
dead. Watch the national press for
progress on the case.

Long haul for Sprinters!
The long awaited finishing of the
car park and lighting at the Sprinters leisure centre may well be
about to happen. The local

trustees of Prestwood Sports and
Leisure, involved with the Sprinters Leisure centre, are hoping that,
finally, after many frustrations,

false starts and financial constraints, the recently received revised plans will be accepted and
the work can go ahead. The centre,

which is run by Nexus (formerly
Wycombe Leisure), is currently
seeing four times the originally
projected usage.

If you are one of those who
dream of freshly-harvested vegetables full of natural goodness
and taste, or one who drools at
the thought of a basketful of
home-grown fruit brought
straight to the table or bottled as
mouth-watering jams and preserves, then there is only one answer: unless you are one of the
lucky few with a garden large
enough to accommodate a fruit
and veg patch then it has to be an
allotment and the good news is
that, if you live in Heath End (just
outside HP16 but a welcome contributor to The Source), there are
some available on your doorstep.
Admittedly, keeping an allotment can be hard work, but

what better way to burn off
those excess pounds whilst helping to preserve the planet – not
to mention the state of your wallet? There are few activities that
offer so many rewards.
So, if you think you’d like to
give it a go, you’ll be pleased to
know that, on the corner of
Spurlands End Road and Heath
End Road there is a substantial
allotment site with a large number of well-tended plots. There
are two full plots here which are
currently vacant, together with a
smaller, partial plot. These allotments are administered by the
Parish Council, so if you are interested in a full, or smaller, plot
at this site, you should call 01494
864792, or you can call me on
01494 714187 if you’d like to talk
to an allotment holder.

Worrying schemes
planned in HP16?
Among the usual planning applications for garages and extensions
we discovered one in Prestwood
recently that could create a potentially worrying precedent for
those who fear for the urbanisation of the area. If it goes ahead, it
could mean that anyone living
next to or near a decent size garden should be concerned.
The application is for the
demolition of an existing home
on Green Lane (and a very nice
one at that) and the erection of a
three storey block of flats with

underground car park, bringing
with it all the associated environmental impact – security, removal of trees and bushes,
traffic, parking, lights, etc.
In a district where odd planning decisions are commonplace
– those for Deep Mill service station and South Heath mushroom farm come to mind – what
will be the fate of this one? And
would this sort of scheme affect
the rural ambience that many
locals cherish? We would be interested to hear your views.

Thanks for your support

Swimming pool? –
No! Car park!

This edition has been produced with help from too
many people to mention but we would like to thank
them, our advertisers and our new members for their
support, in addition to others who generously made
donations: the Elmtree Green Residents’ Association,
Linda Lazenby, Heather Rodrick and Judith Moir.
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A peach
of a job
Amelia Foster – Director of the
Roald Dahl Museum & Story Centre
by Marilyn Burrows

Amelia (right) receiving
another award

Amelia Foster acknowledges that,
in 2006, she landed a Giant Peach
of a job – as the Director of the
Roald Dahl Museum and Story
Centre. “It was the perfect progression for me personally and
professionally, but it was a leap of
faith for the Charity’s Trustees in
appointing me!” she admits,
After graduation and PGCE
training, Amelia spent nearly 3
years teaching in London, during
which time her love of literacy
evolved. Her move to the National Literacy Trust, for the next
five years of her career, enabled
her to develop innovative literacy
teaching methods, and she regularly lectured at conferences and
seminars. So she came here with
enormous enthusiasm for creativity and learning, which is fundamental to the Museum’s ethos.
“I was grateful to the
Trustees for enrolling me on the
Museum Leadership Programme
at the University of East Anglia –
I had quite good business skills
already but this gave me a real insight into the industry, and the
professional contacts I made on

Making children’s dreams
come true in Africa
After Sophie Wynter lost her husband, Mark, to cancer in 2005, she
did what few people would have
done under the same circumstances: she set up a charitable organisation that founded a school
in Uganda. Prestwood-based Sophie has had a long association
with the country, her husband
having visited annually to preach
there from the late 1990s, so the
opportunity to do something positive was a natural thing for her.

The now well established St
Mark’s Memorial Primary and
Orphanage School has eight
classrooms and eleven teachers
supporting 276 boys and girls
aged 4 to 16, 100 of whom are
orphans, in classes of up to 40
(state schools can have up to
150 per class). The children
walk up to six kilometres a day
just to get to school – no parents’ cars, buses or taxis here!
Money for school fees is scarce

so the kids don’t always attend,
which means even their primary education can take many
years. St Mark’s needs to raise
funds to support the orphans
and to meet the running costs
of the school and this is where
you can help. £3 per month
would cover the cost of an orphan’s school fees, breakfast and
lunch. Other donations could
contribute to uniforms costing
just over £3 each, teacher

salaries, and building developments, such as the latrine block,
and on-site kitchen.
Sophie still visits the school
at least once a year and “An
African Dream” now exists to
support a number of projects of
which St Mark’s School is one.
For further details contact Sophie at 33 Lodge Lane, Prestwood, HP16 0SU, call 01494
865852 or email anafricandream@wynter.org

the course have proved very
helpful and encouraging.”
The Museum is not solely
about the famous author and his
appealing stories, it has a serious
purpose: to nurture all aspects of
creative thinking and doing within
the literary context – in writing,
story-telling and illustration.
Amelia has devised many
ways of getting the creative message across, with roadshows in
Bicester Retail Village and London’s Regents Park, appearances at
literary festivals such as Althorp,
and outreach work in local schools
and libraries. “We always try to involve the local community in what
we do; for instance, the Misbourne
School’s Young Enterprise group
have been meeting here weekly
and GNVQ students have visited
to discuss business methods. We
have three opportunities for
HP16 residents to visit the Museum for free each year – Village
Visit Day in the summer, World
Book Day in March and of course
the Christmas late night opening.
Our illustrator in residence has
also been working with local
schools and we’re staging an outdoor family concert this summer.
We continue to support Commu-

These kids could
use your help

nity Vision to regenerate the village further.”
Amelia is also interested in
raising the profile of the Museum nationally. “The 2012
Olympics may provide exciting
possibilities for us, especially as
we have links with ‘Discover!’ in
Stratford, east London. And
wouldn’t it be great to eventually
have satellite museums around
the country!” With the Museum
now fully established and appearing in guide books and
newspaper reviews, the congratulatory gongs are starting to arrive. The award for ‘Tourism SE
Excellence 2007’, for small visitor
attraction of the year, sits prominently on the boardroom shelf,
and others are in the offing.
When she is not working,
Amelia is keen on environmental
matters. She chairs her local park
conservation group, close to
home in Oxford, where she still
has many friends from her student days. And she likes to bring
best practice to the workplace,
such as using environmentally
friendly promotional material,
and recycling where possible.
Just as well, really, as she has the
BFG looking over her shoulder!

Email: editor@hp16.org.uk
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Thanks from
cancer charity
by Bob & Laurel Swayne

It’s good to talk!
A real opportunity to talk about
the real issues!!! Sometimes
phrases like “there’s a healthy public debate” seem somewhat empty.
In over 10yrs here, I have never located a local forum where everyone… ‘the public’ ie. you and I,
and anyone else can really discuss.
The possibility of listening, possibly rethinking, considering different points of view, maybe even
speaking out. We share so much in

common… roads, water, air,
countryside, young people, old
people etc.. Surely there’s much to
be gained by talking!
So, now, an opportunity is
available… called ‘Community
Gatherings’, and happening
throughout the Lent period. The
first one, on health, happened on
Feb 8th at GM Memorial Hall, and
covered access, advocacy, availability (and that’s just the “a’s”). To

come are issues of housing and the
area, safety in the community, and
the Community Vision. Each aims
to have three locals, people actually
‘doing the stuff’, opening the discussion for 3 minutes (ish) and
then round-table discussions with
coffee, tea etc. – a real opportunity
for public debate.
See the meeting schedule on
p2 for details – or phone Colin
Veysey on 01494 862257

Thunderbirds are go!
With no clear reason ... just to
get out of the house, Mrs
Matthews set off from Prestwood, hardly noticing the driving rain. Much later her
daughter called to find her…
missing – realised the situation
and raised the alarm.
After three hours of police
note taking and checking local
streets – still no sign! Low cloud
ruled out a helicopter, so a specialist police search officer was
called in, who mobilised the
Search & Rescue Team. Assistance within 15mins was promised! (The team manager being a
Prestwood resident) - the police
were suitably impressed! Within
60mins the Search & Rescue control vehicle parked up in Holy
Trinity. Soon high-vis jackets were
scouring local footpaths, cars covering local roads and the coverage
translated into highlighted areas
on the increasingly colourful
master map. Suddenly, from the
control radio, ‘Priority message,
missing person located’. Found and no ambulance needed!. Mrs
Matthews, had only walked past
the local farm shop when four
searchers caught up with her.
Feeling wet and shivery, she was
soon homeward bound and wondering what the fuss was about.
This recent training exercise
is typical of the work Bucks

Search & Rescue do for Thames
Valley Police. Searchers are
trained volunteers, who can train
further in skills like heights access, water awareness and search
management. With around forty
members, (quite a few living in
HP16) BSAR also help the
County Council Emergency
Planning Unit (in the flooding
incidents last summer!), training
every Wednesday evening at HQ
in Beaconsfield, (if not out practicing or dangling from ropes
elsewhere). Please do visit our
website www.bsar.org.uk or
arrange a visit one evening.
Prestwood resident Bob
Davy, the Operations Manager

recently represented BSAR at
Lancaster House where the PM
thanked all the services involved with the summer’s
flooding incidents. Mr Brown
said: "We are celebrating something important .. the service of
people to their communities in
this country.
We are proud and so grateful
for your efforts. Thank you for
protecting properties…providing warmth and friendship…
helping elderly people in particular… saving hundreds of thousands from losing their energy
supplies… thank you to all who
risked your own safety to save
the lives of strangers.”

Anyone for ‘Hide and seek’?

Four years ago we started Prestwood Supporters of Cancer Research UK and from 14 events
nearly £44,000 has been raised!
If you are among the 1600 people who attended these events,
we say a big ‘thank you’ on behalf of the charity.
As fund-raising necessarily
goes on, events for 2008 include,
- a fashion show in Prestwood
(Thursday 24th April, see events
listing); the Prestwood Garden
Trail (Sunday 29th June); charity
golf match at The Oxfordshire
(26th September); and ‘Black &
White’ Casino Night, Prestwood
Village Hall (15th November) .
We hope you will support
these this very worthwhile cause!
Cancer Research UK receives NO
research funding from the Government, yet only through research can we hope to eradicate

Fun Fundraising!

this disease. In all its forms it affects 1 in 3 people, and only with
your help can the necessary research funds be made available.
Come and meet us at our ‘Spirit

of Prestwood’ stall, where details
of the programme will be available. Or contact 01494-863080
/ 776600 or email prestwoodcruk@uwclub.net.
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Strictly comes
to Prestwood
Do you know how to twinkle?
What about the occasional zig-zag?
If you haven’t a clue, we’re talking
about Old-Time Sequence Dancing, which is held in Prestwood Village Hall most Monday Evenings
from 7.30-10pm. It costs £2.50 per
person per session, which includes
tuition and refreshments, plus a
raffle for the princely sum of £1.
Most people think that old
time dancing is something your
grandparents used to do. Well
that’s as maybe but there are
hundreds of dances to learn and
new ones being choreographed

every day – tangos, waltzes, saunters, gavottes and fox-trots to
name but a few. We’re constantly
learning and often forgetting but
always having fun while the brain
and the body are being tested.
Everyone is welcome whether
beginners or dedicated dancers.
Ann and John, the instructors, are
patient and understanding but a
sense of humour is essential. Just
turn up if you are interested. (just
wear comfortable clothes and
shoes) or if you would like to
know more phone Stella or Paul
on 01494 863201.

The Rotary Club of Great Missenden raised nearly £6500 for
local charities over the Christmas period collecting in the

Missendens and Prestwood with
their Christmas sleigh.
Thank you for your generous support which benefited

You can help us!
People and places, good news stories, events, photos,
suggestions… send them to us by email at
editor@hp16.org.uk or by post to the address on page 2.

Christmas collections
As an expression of thanksgiving at Christmas, collections from St Peter and St Paul church, which came
to nearly £3,000, were shared between the following
charities: Florence Nightingale House, The Hospice
of St Francis, The Old Tea Warehouse, Wycombe
Night Shelter Project, Age Concern Great Missenden,
African Village Support and The Church Army.

Located in Hughenden Valley Surgery (corner of Cryers Hill and Valley Rd)
We dispense NHS and private prescriptions (including vet
and dental) for surgery and non-surgery patients.
We offer: • A wide range of over the counter medicines
• A full time pharmacist for health care advice
• Caring staff offering a professional and friendly service
• First aid supplies
We are found at Hughenden Valley Surgery, Valley Road, Hughenden,
High Wycombe, Bucks. Free parking available for customers
Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday 8.00am -12.30pm,1.30pm - 6.30pm

Massive thank you
from Rotary Club

John Coates President and Dr John
Church who received a cheque from the
Rotary Club for Cancer Dogs research

Hughenden Valley Pharmacy

Cancer Dogs, Chiltern Air Ambulance The Red Cross,
Macmillan Cancer Support and
other local charities.
Cancer Dogs may be not so
well known as the other Charities and carries out research into
the training of dogs to recognise
an odour or pattern of odours
characteristic of bladder cancer,
leading to early diagnosis and
ultimately saving lives. With
Lighthouse, the Club also coordinated the collection of more
than 2000 shoe-boxes full of festive gifts which were sent to children in need in Romania
If you would like more
information about the Rotary
Club or would like to dine with
them at Missenden Abbey
please contact John Coates on
01494 764249 or John Skrimshire
on 01494 862288 or visit
www.greatmissendenrotary.org.

Seasonal themes to
Choral Society concerts
After participating in the solemn
but uplifting Festival of Remembrance in the Royal Albert Hall.
Great Missenden Choral Society
knuckled down to rehearsals for
their December concert. Inspired
by the presence of the composer
Ronald Corp one evening they
performed his “Mary’s Song”
after Beethoven’s “Mass in C” and
Rutter’s “Joy to the World” to a
packed St. Peter & St. Paul

Church, and for once Beethoven
was put in the shade! “Our best
concert under my baton”, said
conductor John Cotterill.
The Choral Society’s Spring
concert entitled ‘Springtime in a
Country Church’ is on Saturday 26
April, at the same venue at 7.30pm.
The concert includes exuberant,
rhythmic and haunting works by
three 20th Century composers:
Vaughan Williams, Poulenc and

Kodaly. Programmes (tickets) cost
£12.50 each (£6 for students) and
will be on sale from March at
Christopher Pallet in Gt. Missenden – phone 01494 890088.
Numbering approximately
seventy choristers, there is always room for more tenors,
basses and sopranos, so if you
would like to join this friendly
choral society please contact
Tony Overton on 01494 863581

It’s behind you –
until the next season!
Prestwood Theatre Club once
again entertained local audiences
with its traditional brand of pantomime. Dick Whittington, the tale
of a young man looking for fortune
and adventure on the streets of
London was completely sold out.
As in every good panto the
evil villains, Queen Rat and her
army of rats, try to stop our heroes, Dick and his trusty cat
Tommy, but the ending is a happy

one, where Dick and his side-kick
defeat the bad guys, Dick gets his
girl and, as we all know, becomes
Lord Mayor of London.
The task of bringing a panto
to a village hall is never easy but
director Steve Aves did a great
job.The Club is always looking for
new members, so if you feel like
being the next pantomime Dame
or fancy a crack at the more serious plays, or just want to be a part

of the fun and help out back stage,
you will be very welcome. Come
along to one of the Club Nights on
the first Monday of every month
at the Chequers pub in Prestwood.

Email: editor@hp16.org.uk

Boug’s meadow
Next to the car park on the
Link Road in Great Missenden
is a neglected field of nettles
and docks where the River
Misbourne used to run. It is
now going to be restored it to
its former glory. Rotary Great
Missenden have put up a new
noticeboard featuring an orig-

inal painting by local artist
Paul Moore. Prestwood Nature aims to re-create a flowery hay meadow, with a copse
of native trees in one corner. It
had been named after a farmer
who pastured cows there in
the mid-19th century George
Boug, of Rignall Farm.

ENVIRONMENT 7

Restoration of ancient
pond encourages wildlife

Frogs face
deadly disease
It’s not another Chinese New
Year. Year of the Frog is a new
campaign launched by international conservation groups because a new disease is wiping
out frogs and toads across the
world and may easily become
established here. It has already
arrived in this country twice, in
imported American bullfrogs
released in Sussex, and again in
imported alpine newts in Kent.
The department of infectious disease epidemiology in
London describes chytridiomycosis as the worst ever infectious
disease among vertebrates. It is
an infectious fungal skin disease
which spreads quickly and can
wipe out whole populations.
Parts of Europe have already
suffered from loss of toads and
frogs from this cause. Three European species are already on
the brink of extinction.

If you see lots of dead
froglets and toadlets between
May and June or dead newtlets
between June and September,
or other lethargic amphibians
with flaking skin please report
it immediately to Prestwood
Nature 01494-864251. Dead
amphibians should be placed
in a freezer, as they may be
needed for a governmentfunded emergency research
project to survey for the disease. Prestwood Nature will
provide further instructions.
Prevention, however, is better than cure. In order to prevent introduction of the disease,
exotic amphibians must never
be released into the wild or kept
in situations where they may
come into contact with native
animals and never transfer
aquatic plants or frog spawn
from one pond to another.

As The Sheepwash
was in days gone by
The Sheepwash, once the largest
pond on the Prestwood Commons used to clean sheep before
shearing, is undergoing major
restoration. Local resident Ron
Hatt, who has lived near the
pond all his life, says his mother
could remember the last occasion, before the First World War,
when sheep were corralled here
and ducked in the pond to clean
their fleeces. Old postcards in
his possession also show that the
pond was still full of water in the
1930s, although some scrub had
grown up around it from disuse.
Some of these bushes, left unmanaged, grew into trees whose
leaves filled the pond and whose
roots soaked up the water.
Most of these trees have
been removed as part of restoring the pond. Tony Marshall of
Prestwood Nature, the local conservation group carrying out the
restoration, said “It was devastating to see so many mature
trees coming down, although
most of the oaks have been left,

and it is a messy business excavating a century’s accumulation
of mud. Our machine got stuck
once and had to be pulled out by
another jeep. Ultimately, how-

ever, the site will look so much
better when we have finished
tidying up and creating safe access-ways. With the increased
light we should be able to en-

courage water-plants to grow
and amphibians and other creatures will then return.”
Prestwood Nature was
awarded funding from Great
Missenden Parish Council, its
partner in the project, and from
the Chiltern Conservation
Board’s Sustainability Fund.
The County Council (via Councillor Michael Colston's Community Budget) has funded a
safety fence fronting the road.
The Parish Council is registering
the site as common land and
they will work with Prestwood
Nature to maintain it. They have
had the support of neighbouring
landowners Wren Davis Ltd and
Mr Priest, and many local residents who are keen to see the
pond looking as it once did.
The second phase of the
project includes the building of
a viewing and dipping platform, for which the Great
Missenden and Prestwood Revitalisation Group are seeking
further funds.

The site in Prestwood where
The Sheepwash is being restored

Have you
Mysteries of
seen a raven? the Misbourne
Common toad could be wiped out.

In the last few years there have
been occasional sightings of
ravens flying over our area. Until
recently they only lived in the
north and west of Britain, having once been common all over
the country centuries ago. There
is a good possibility that they
may nest here once more. While

the red kite was reintroduced by
man, other creatures have come
back to HP16 by their own accord in the last decade, including
buzzards, skylarks, lapwings and
polecats. It is a rare gleam of
light in environmental circles for
which many of our local farmers
must take some credit.

With plenty of rain recently
there seems a good chance we
might get flow back in the
upper part of the River Misbourne. The main spring is at
Mobwell Pond. It is reassuring
that great crested newts have
reappeared here very early, due

to the very mild weather for
January. It is strange how the
stream will appear in one place
and disappear again, as it meets
porous areas and continues underground. Restoration of a
healthy river depends on future
climate conditions now.

8

SOURCE YOUTH

HP16 – The Source February/March 2008

Email: editor@hp16.org.uk

SOURCE YOUTH 9

10

HP16 – The Source February/March 2008

COMMUNITY

Secret garden
by Barbara Rippington
Nestling off the Great Missenden
to Heath End road is one of the
area’s best-kept secrets. Priestfield
Arboretum, the only arboretum
in the Chilterns is a private collection of rare trees growing in a
small woodland setting at Stony
Lane, Little Kingshill. Once the
apple orchard and kitchen garden
for Harewood, a large estate, it has
over time been sold off in portions. Thomas Priest, a lover of
trees, acquired the 5.5-acre plot in
1917, and planted over 70 different conifers by 1943 when it was
sold to the grandfather of Patricia
Davidson, the current owner.
The first project of the
Chilterns Small Woodlands
Group, formed in 1982, was massive scrub clearance. Friends of
Priestfield, a small group of volunteers, holding half-day work
parties continue the care of this
lovely space. Further planting, has
increased the number of rare trees
to over 200. Guided tours are
provided annually on the Two
Open Days in May / June and October. The guidebook lists all the
specimens. The volunteers are
now ageing, so more support is
needed from those living in the
neighbourhood. If you are keen to
help please call 01494 565269.

A place of retreat
at Lee Common
Photo by Barney Drake

Peaceful retreat
by Marilyn Burrows
Tucked in amongst the cottages
along Oxford Street at Lee Common, sits the Methodist Chapel.
Constructed in 1839 of traditional
brick and flint, its role in the community is refreshingly diverse. A
family communion service once a
month brings its small congregation together; Mother and Toddler
groups meet for coffee and
fundraising. It is an ideal, peaceful

Hope for children’s charity
The Roberts family have lived here
since 1968. The fire on New Year’s
Day 1979 changed their lives and
altered the architectural line of
Moat Lane. Many will remember

Anne’s Playgroup in “The Sheiling”,
Moat Lane, because you either
helped or sent your children there.
Since Anne’s death in 1999, we
have provided a Respite Centre,

Administration Building and
funded many other projects for the
Children’s Hospice in Belarus. Our
aspirations are also to fund heart
surgery for children in Chennai,
India, supporting Dr. Manni, who
worked in Great Ormond Street
Children’s Hospital. Minor operation costs about $2800: while a
major costs about $4900.
Funds are always appreciated, but we are looking for
helpers to play a role using their
time and talents to further the
aims of the charity. For more information call 01494 864639.
Anne Roberts Foundation of Hope for Children.
Charity Reg. No 1115387.

Winnie says thanks!
We’ve received a message from
Winnifred ‘Winnie’ Beaumont,
until recently the Prestwood ‘lollipop lady’, who has a few words
that she would like to share with
those of you who know her: “I
would like to thank the parents and
children of Prestwood Infant and
Junior schools for their generous
gifts, which were presented to me

on my recent retirement as school
crossing patroller in Prestwood, a
position that I held for the past 22
years. Thanks also for the wonderful book, which was made by the
pupils of both schools and signed
by every one of them as well as by
parents and staff. The kind words
and messages were very much appreciated – thank you all!” Winnie

and her husband are in the process
of relocating to Christchurch,
Dorset, where they intend to make
the most of their retirement, including regular walks along the
coast and in the New Forest, trips
out on their motor-boat and tending their small vine-yard, but there
will always be a special place in
Winnie’s heart for Prestwood.

venue for meetings, and retreats
for quiet contemplation. Visitors
from local ecumenical groups, the
Home Counties and London are
attracted by the homely atmosphere, modern facilities and proximity to restorative walks in the
beech woods and lanes.
Unlike the austerity of many
religious buildings of this age, the
interior of the main meeting room
is surprisingly comfortable, with
recent refurbishment of the chapel
bringing it into the 21st century.

Mellow pine shutters hung internally screen the large windows.
Those high on the gable end open
to reveal a matching pair of art
deco-inspired stained glass windows. They are exquisite in their
simplicity and symmetry, their
soft blue-green tones reflecting
into the room. For information, or
to hire the chapel for family celebrations, marriages and baptisms
contact Mrs. Janet Moseley on
01494 837594 or via email at
janmoseley@yahoo.co.uk.

Email: adverts@hp16.org.uk
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Home sweet home office?

Balancing or cooking?

by Graham Nice

Balancing
the books
You’ve just got over the pain of
signing your January cheque to
the tax man and you turn your
attention to the year ahead for
your business. If you’re a retailer
your customers will need to park
somewhere but, if your shop is
anywhere near our High Streets,
customer parking could get a lot
more difficult.
As you’ve probably heard,
the District Council based its
budget for its Special Parking
Area on parking fines and, not
unsurprisingly, they find themselves with a deficit – £100,000 to

be precise – which they hope to
fix by putting in parking meters.
This will make our lovely village streets look more like urban
suburbs and it could kill the retail trade. Our shop-owners need
to make a profit but parking isn’t
their only problem: they also
have to pay significant business
rates and get scant return for
their money.
So, are the Council's proposals appropriate? We think not. If
you agree, please email
p&d2008@chiltern.gov.uk as
soon as possible with your views.

Call it an aspirational move to
leverage the years of experience
under my belt or merely a move
of necessity – either way, when I
left corporate life to work as a
consultant, I found myself “on
my own” working from a home
office in Prestwood, but still responsible for global Business
Development for a US embedded software company.
The morning and evening
commute to and from the office
has been reduced to around 30
seconds, depending on whether
I call into the kitchen for a coffee
on the way or not. However, one
soon comes to appreciate that a
reasonable commute time can be
beneficial in either gathering
ones thoughts before starting

work, or archiving them at
the end of the day, before
transitioning from work mode
to family mode.
Driving a business that requires interaction with time
zones that span 17 hours makes
it difficult to keep work activity
separate from home life without
compromising one or the
other – working in an office certainly used to help keep that
separation.
But the biggest downside of
working on ones own is the lack
of human contact during the day
– to partake in office banter, to
share a joke, or discuss work related items in a relaxed environment with a cup of coffee. I
know I’m not alone in being in
this position and guess there are
a lot more of you locally with
different skills and business in-

terests that could be useful to
others in the area. Maybe it’s

time for an HP16 business networking club?

Delivering to donate cash
For our December issue we offered to make donations to charities and community groups for
help with delivering The Source.
The good news is that we were
able to donate to Cancer Re-

Great Missenden Parish
Revitalisation Group
One or two careful owners,
needs some TLC from community groups.
Representatives from all local voluntary and community
groups, clubs and societies are invited to attend the
meeting of this community-led organisation on

2nd April 2008
7pm at Prestwood Village Hall
with a view to developing projects in the area.
For further details contact David Gardner on

search, African Dream, Guide
Dogs for the Blind and Prestwood Nature, and we would like
to say thanks to the many people
who helped with our deliveries
to the more than 5000 homes

The
Source
going
global
Our fame spreads far and wide!
Local man Keith Miles has had a
new book published that includes economic and business
articles written about Slovenia
over many years and the publisher has chosen to include a
cartoon that features The Source.
Keith has long connections with
Slovenia, which is the first country from the former communist
world to hold the EU presidency, and he is a member of the
country’s Strategic Council for
Economic Development.

and business in the HP16 area.
Thanks also to those volunteers who wanted their donation
to stay in the newspaper’s coffers, which was a great help for
keeping our minimal budget in

the black. If you run a local business and are able to help us with
future deliveries, perhaps as part
of your CSR policy, please contact us on 01494 865333 or email
us at volunteers@hp16.org.uk.

Specialists in corporate design for print.
Quality business cards, letterheads
brochures and mailers at good prices.
Hawkes Design & Publishing Ltd, 59a The Broadway,
High Street, Chesham, Bucks HP5 1BX
t> 01494 793000 e> phawkes@btconnect.com

Full of surprises!

01494 732759

49, The High Street,
GREAT MISSENDEN

www.gmprg.org.uk

01494 866208
www.elizabethgallery.co.uk
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PUZZLES

Source crossword no.3
Hidden in the completed diagram find the name of an HP16 community and its pub!
£10 prize for the first correct entry drawn after the closing date of 28 March 2008.
by Dialogos

Solution to SOURCE
Crossword No.2

Please send completed
entries for crossword 3
to HP16 - The Source,
c/o Great Missenden
Library, High Street,
Great Missenden,
HP16 0AL.

ACROSS

DOWN

1.
7.
9.
11.
12.
13.
14.
16.
17.
19.
20.
21.
22.
24.

1. Width over height in TV picture, top is a
trace awry (11, 2 words)

28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

Reply’s acid test for one that takes messages (11)
Former member of old punk group? Long cut (4)
The French person’s 24-hour car race (6)
Peace is the sound of Cubs and Brownies (3)
Type of drink that makes one shiver (5)
Decimal point in code (3)
Sin in the centre of Derry (3)
Schoolmaster’s here: silence in room starts (3)
Graduate’s one to bleat (3)
Love, perhaps: woo, then desire returns (8)
Young person, not quite very small (4)
Record by “Fallen Tree” (3)
Fashion mag that can be read back to front (4)
German ship beaten in Battle of the River
Plate (8, 2 words)
Skate head to tail in Scottish port (3)
Predecessor of ITC – I have 17 mostly (3)
What may come before or after chicken (3)
One of five in a sock (3)
Oil of reversed leaf in book (5)
Poet’s before Cockney in this place (3)
If rule is broken one gets very angry (6)
Who’s drummer once a month? (4)
Mixed up on a letter, such as Pluto
(11, 2 words)

2. Big hit’s nine! (3)
3. Note the remedy includes an anaesthetic (5)
4. Looking out east is sensible for this city! (6)
5. Don’t start way past this Leicestershire town (5)
6. This Spanish drink for man who sells houses
(11, 2 words)
8. Stealing, nearly caught at the start, is wrong (7)
9. Note’s to descend finally (9, 3 words)

The winner of Crossword No.2 was Mr CP Higman
of Prestwood who received a £10 prize.

10. Just a pool (4)
12. Old coin, French to come after provides a
memento (3)
15. Load of eggs in a line by the sound of it … (3)
18. … confused with gall in a lively movement (7)
21. Sort of party for the birth of a child (6)
23. Shelter Bruce perhaps (3)
24. Say hello and agree to exclude outsiders (5)
25. Repeated phrase in the origins of rock in
free form (4)
26. Quiet evil American con man’s sidekick (5)
27. In favour of not being amateur (3)
33. Eternity, to the end of time, no turning
back (3)

Where is this?

Photo by Rob Scarlett

Practice
makes
perfect?
Some of us have a romantic notion that “in the old days” a trip
to Chequers Surgery, John Hampden or Prospect House or indeed any local GP had to be
during work hours on a weekday
and generally involved a long wait
followed by a good chat with an
ageing doctor who would either
scribble on a green piece of paper
or recommend “Two aspirin and
go to bed”! Well, it seems now
that all that practice has led to all
kinds of changes in the world of
local doctoring. Perfect… well,
maybe better?
It is said to be easier to
make an appointment nowa-

Can you tell where in HP16 this photo
was taken and what it shows?
Judging by the huge number of correct entries, December’s competition was relatively straightforward. The
£5 prize was won by Kitt Thomas who correctly identified the view of a cottage on Moat Lane. Eight-yearold Kitt told us to say “Prestwood rocks!”.
For this edition we have plumped for something
rather more obscure. Can you guess where and what it
is? Please send your answer to HP16 - The Source, c/o
Great Missenden Library, High Street, Great Missenden, HP16 0AL. There’s a £5 prize for the first correct entry drawn after the closing date of 28 March.

Mobile:

07885 910893
E-mail:

katy@theolivetreereflexology.co.uk
Web:

www.theolivetreereflexology.co.uk

days and that the choice and
range of services available has
expanded enormously. Local
doctors now offer a huge range
of services from chiropractic
treatment to minor surgery and
you can even book to see them
at weekends. There’s even the
offer of ‘your own private GP’ if
we want one! You can see a few
examples of the local services
that are on offer advertised in
this issue.
We would be interested to
hear of your experiences of the
new practice arrangements if
you have used them, so please
contact us with your views.

Email: editor@hp16.org.uk
Sensible
shoes?

How smart is
your right foot?
This will boggle your mind and you will keep you trying
over and over again to see if you can outsmart your foot
– but you can't. It's pre-programmed in your brain!
1. Without anyone watching you (they will think you
are GOOFY) and while sitting where you are at your
desk in front of your computer, lift your right foot off
the floor and make clockwise circles.
2. Now, while doing this, draw the number "6" in the air
with your right hand. Your foot will change direction.
I told you so! And there's nothing you can do about it!
You and I both know how stupid it is, but before the day
is done you are going to try it again, if you haven't already
done so.

HEALTH & WELLBEING 13

Where have all
the hours gone?
by Maurice Roberts
It’s nearly spring! Am I the only
one saying “Where’s January
gone”? Well, where has it gone?
We are programmed to make
New Year’s Resolutions. Did you
make any? Before Big Ben’s
chimes heralded in 2008, did you
spend a few moments reflecting
on 2007 as it slid away? How
many of 2007’s resolutions did
you make come true? Or in week
two were you saying “I’ve already
fallen by the wayside; leave it
until next year”?
No guilt complexes. Guilt
leaves us looking for scapegoats someone to blame. The ‘look
back’ is to give ‘feedback’, to
tweak strategies. In the first two
issues of The Source we looked
at “Some day” and “If only” and
we explored our “Comfort

Zones”. So, back to where we
started. How many “some days”
and “if onlys” did you discover?
What ‘comfort zones’ did you
uncover? Don’t beat yourself up;
have some adventurous fun.
This is a Leap Year after all. Leap
out of your comfort zone and do
the things you labelled as “some
day”. “If only” is then history.
It’s essential to set short,
medium and long term goals.
They help us to design strategies
and a vision to go for. “Resolutions” can sound onerous and
heavy. How’s this for short term?
“Today I will do this – work on
this – achieve this."
Firstly, forgive yourself - let
go - and you will feel much better. The more grudges you carry,
against yourself or others, the
heavier your burden becomes.
This is a new day, a new week, a
new month – a new beginning.

In “Byways of Blessedness”,
James Allen wrote: “Most beginnings are small and appear trivial and insignificant but in
reality they are the most important things in life”.
“Beginning” is another way
to describe the most powerful
six-letter word in the vocabulary
of achievers: A-C-T-I-O-N.

Newton’s law of inertia - a
body at rest will remain at rest must encourage us to take the
first step even if it is a baby step.
Just look at what you have
achieved since you took your
‘first step’ to the squeals of
delight from those who witnessed that wonderful moment!
MOMENTUM!
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LETTERS

Letters
Message from the Editors
We’re continuing to receive lots of messages of support for The Source and a sizeable
mail-bag of letters on a range of issues including the inevitable focus on traffic-related
problems. We’ve tried to include as many of your letters as we can here and would encourage you to continue to send us your views about the people, places, events and issues of the HP16 area. It’s your newspaper so please use it.

Support grows for The Source
I know from my schedule of constituency visits over the years about the variety and
energy of community life in Missenden and Prestwood. There is so much to celebrate
and too often the good news fails to make the headlines of either the national or the
local media. I really do welcome the launch of The Source and hope that you go from
strength to strength.
David Lidington, MP

HP16 – The Source February/March 2008

Familiarity breeds contempt for speed limits
I have lived in Mobwell Terrace for the past six years and during this time the traffic
flow along this stretch of road has increased year on year and is now sadly at an unacceptable level in terms of usage and more importantly speed! Cars, coaches and lorries use Aylesbury Road as a short-cut route through to the A4128 from Prestwood to
Aylesbury and back.
The police carried out a speed check recently and the result, somewhat ironically,
was that the majority of people using the 30 mph speed limit stretch of road were locals doing in excess of 35 mph upwards. Unfortunately, this useful exercise has not deterred the offenders and the problem continues unabated.
This is such a beautiful part of the world and it is unfortunate that the peace and
tranquility, not only in the vicinity of Mobwell Terrace but other parts of the community too, is constantly shattered by traffic noise, pollution and excessive speeding levels.
Is there anything that we can do as a community to resolve this problem?
Lillian Jones

Many congratulations on 'The Source'. It has appeal for everyone and I particularly
welcome all the information about our local environment and forthcoming events.
Tricia Birchley, County Councillor, Chiltern Ridges
May I congratulate you for putting such an excellent publication together to inform
the community in and around Great Missenden and Prestwood. I wish you good luck
with future issues.
Cheryl Gillan, MP
I am writing to say how much we enjoyed "The Source" December edition. We were
particularly interested in Mike Colston's item on BEAM. So far we are fairly fit and still
able to do most of the jobs around the house but we seem to be teetering on the edge of
needing practical help with heavy gardening jobs and maintenance on the house which
requires climbing ladders, so it is comforting that help would be available if we need it.
Heather Rodrick

"Missenden has no heart" (The Source,
December 2007) – another view
I think The Source is a great idea but that doesn’t stop me agreeing with your contributor. I don’t agree that it’s too late to change, indeed I offer two solutions:
The creation of a village green – open up the access to the Buryfield from the HSBC
bank and the pub, install a pond plus seats, even let shops develop alongside, so physically
and mentally re-orientating the village. With that change will come more families outside
enjoying the facilities, more visitors. I am sure this could revive the "heart" of the village.
Removal of traffic restrictions - surely the shopkeepers hate the restrictions (width
and parking) as much as the visitors and local residents? A village High Street should
be what it says it is: a place for shops, shopkeepers and their customers. It’s not as if a
main road bypassing the village doesn’t exist. Am I a lone voice on these two issues?
Hilary Wharf

Street lighting debate continues
In response to Roger Almond's letter on street lighting switch-off (Source, December
2007), in my opinion he confuses two issues. The first is that accidents aren't caused by
street lights or their absence but by drivers not coping with road conditions. A more
practical solution would be to switch-off as proposed and use the money saved to contribute to funding traffic calming schemes, which are also effective during the daylight
hours when accidents are more likely to happen. The second point, that we shouldn't
at least consider making savings (energy, C02 emissions and cost) from a street lighting
switch-off scheme because we all use too much electricity at home, isn't entirely logical.
Roger rightly pointed out that we probably all need to make our own small contribution
to energy savings in the knowledge that it all adds up to something significant, as well
as supporting some of the bigger schemes.
Grant Ingram
In the last edition, Roger Almond described what he called the real cost of the lighting
switch-off scheme (Source, December 2007). It is easy to whip up support by talking
about fatalities if you don't look too carefully at the context. In fact the most frequent
contributory cause of road crashes is speed, not lighting inadequacy.
Decades ago Professor John Adams raised the point that drivers will go at whatever
speed that maintains their risk perception threshold for the circumstances, e.g. alignment, weather and lighting. If you want to use fatality figures to prove anything then
it would be more sensible to apply the argument to the need for enforcement of the
20mph limit in Missenden High Street. Sooner or later a child will step off the narrow
footway outside the Dahl Museum and get hit by some stupid driver who is going too
fast. I write as someone who has spent the last 40 years designing and implementing
road safety and traffic measures.
Peter Wiltshire

Please send your letters to The Source by email to editor@hp16.org.uk
or by post to HP16 – The Source, c/o Great Missenden Library,
High Street, Great Missenden, HP16 0AL.

Email: editor@hp16.org.uk
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Source HP16 events
The

Tuesday 26 February
Community Gathering – Discuss
the issue of Local Housing – open
forum. Great Missenden Village
Hall, 8pm details from 01494
862257

Friday 29th February
Buckinghamshire Pottery & Sculpture Society meeting – Ian Wells. Little Kingshill Village Hall. 8pm.
Admission £5 for non-members. Details Richard Ballantyne 01296 738983

Saturday 1 March
Prestwood Nature. Work party at
Longdown Bank 10am-1pm. Meet
promptly at Hampden Bottom Farm
for transport to this remote site for
clearance of ash saplings. Details
Tony Marshall 01494 864251.

Tuesday 4 March
Community Gathering – Discuss
the issue of Local Safety – open
forum. Prestwood Village Hall, 8pm

Wednesday 5 March
Prestwood Afternoon W.I Recycling - speaker from Chiltern DC
Prestwood Village Hall 2.15pm. Details from 01494 866894

Saturday 8 March
Prestwood Nature Bird Walk at
Shardeloes. 9.15 for 9.30 Meet by
the Crown at Little Missenden.
Parking available at Village Hall.
Leader John Obee Details Tony
Marshall 01494 864251

Saturday 8 March 2008
Wine and Cheese Quiz Night at the
Oldham Hall, Great Missenden 7.00
pm for 7.30 pm. Fundraising event
by the Friends of the Roald Dahl
Foundation. Tickets £12.50 each.
Details Jo Smith 01494 890465 or
fundraising@roalddahlfoundation.org
Music Quiz. Prestwood Infant
School. 7.30pm Tickets and details
01494 862263 e mail office@prestwoodinfants.org.uk

of old fences and holly saplings,
clearance of ride. Details Tony Marshall 01494 864251.

with Attitude Prestwood Village
Hall 7.45pm. Details Mrs. Helen
Glenister 01494 863972

Café Lite – Fun packed hour for 411yr olds and time to relax in the
café for parents and carers. Prestwood Methodist halls 4-5pm details
from 01494 862257

Thursday 10 April

Sunday 16 March
Elvis Night and Curry. Great Missenden Combined School PTA. At
Old Bengal, Old Town, Beaconsfield
at 7pm for 7.30pm. £25. Tickets
from Belinda Owen 01494 899932

Monday 17 March
POD (Prestwood Open Door) –
café style gathering for over 50’s,
supporting the local ROPE charity.
Prestwood Village Hall 2.30-4pm
Details from 01494 864768

Fri 21, Sat 22, Sun 23 and
Mon 24 March
Creative Art Café. See artists
demonstrate their own work in
raku, willow, fused glass and pottery and encourage your participation in the creation of your own
stunning piece of artwork to take
home. No booking required. At The
Village Café, 73 High Street Great
Missenden. 10am to 3pm. Details
01494 866393 or 07711 701117
www.artworksforbusiness.co.uk

Friday 28 March
Buckinghamshire Pottery &
Sculpture Society meeting Matthew Blakely. Little Kingshill
Village Hall. 8pm. Admission £5 for
non-members. Details Richard Ballantyne 01296 738983

Saturday 29 March
Prestwood Nature Demonstration
Wildlife Garden at Sprinters Leisure
Centre 10am -1pm Honor End
Road continued clearance. Carparking on site Details Tony Marshall 01494 864251.

Prestwood Evening W.I Burial
Grounds of London, Prestwood
Village Hall. 7.45pm. Details Mrs.
Helen Glenister 01494 863972

Prestwood Theatre Club presents
Death at the School Reunion, a
Murder Mystery Dinner. Prestwood
Village Hall. 7pm. Tickets £20 per
head for a 3 course meal from Carol
Williams 0709 203 7972

Thursday 13 March

Monday 31 March

Tuesday 11 March

Little Kingshill W.I. Talk by Bill
Giles, the weather man. 2pm Little
Kingshill Village Hall. Details
Margaret Emery 01494 863859
Natural Wonders of the Canadian
Rockies, Prestwood Gardening Society. Prestwood Village Hall 8pm. Details from Joan Hawes 01494 865272
Community Gathering – Discuss
the issue of Local Vision – open
forum. Ballinger Village Hall,
8pm details from 01494862257

Friday 14 March
Race night, Little Kingshill Combined
School 8:30 pm Sponsorship, Tickets
and information saraik@aol.com

Saturday 15th March
Please support the Iain Rennie Hospice at Home, who will be holding
a street collection in Great Missenden. IRHH provides nursing
care at home for patients with lifethreatening diseases and relies
heavily on voluntary contributions
to carry out this valuable service.
Prestwood Nature. Work party at
Angling Spring Wood 10am-1pm.
Meet at gate by main road. Removal

Dragonflies parent bereavement
group 7.30 - 9.30pm. Dragonflies
parent bereavement group is open
to all parents who have lost a child
regardless of how their child died
and the age of the child. Parents
who have lost grown up children
sometimes feel left out but losing a
child is unbearable even if their
child was an adult. Meetings are
held at Holy Trinity Church Cottage Wycombe Road Prestwood
Dragonflies is sponsored by The
Thomas Ball Children's Cancer
Fund. Enquiries 01494 890157

Tuesday 1 April
Prestwood Society Annual General
Meeting. Prestwood Village Hall 8pm

Wednesday 2 April
Prestwood Afternoon W.I Introduction to Reiki Prestwood Village Hall
2.15pm. Details from 01494 866894

Thursday 3 April
Little Kingshill Village Society Annual General Meeting at Little
Kingshill Village Hall at 8pm

Tuesday 8 April
Prestwood Evening W.I Ageing

Little Kingshill W.I. Christine
Bloxham – Cooking pots to word
processors. 2pm Little Kingshill
Village Hall. Details Margaret
Emery 01494 863859
Plants for small gardens Prestwood Gardening Society. Prestwood Village Hall 8pm. Details
from Joan Hawes 01494 865272

Thursday 10, Friday 11
and Saturday 12 April
The Odd Couple, a comedy by Neil
Simon performed by the Ballinger
Players. Ballinger War Memorial
Hall, doors open 7.15, performance
starts 8pm. Tickets £8 from Jennifer
- 01494 489833. Members of the audience are invited to bring their supper with them. Most people manage
their first course before the show
and the dessert during the interval

Saturday 12 April
Prestwood Nature Deep Mill Ponds,
Great Missenden. Afternoon &
evening sessions. Leader: Chris
Bartlett. Combined event with Bucks
ARG. Grass snake, smooth newt and
great crested newt were all seen here
last year and this time we hope to explore the site more fully. The site is
also good for a variety of bats. Phone
01494 864178 for times and details.

Saturday 19th April
Café Lite – Fun packed hour for 411yr olds and time to relax in the
café for parents and carers. Prestwood Methodist halls 4-5pm details
from 01494 862257

Monday 21st April
Dragonflies parent bereavement
group 7.30 - 9.30 pm* see 31
March for details
POD (Prestwood Open Door) –
café style gathering for over 50’s,
supporting the local ROPE charity.
Prestwood Village Hall 2.30-4pm
Details from 01494 864768

Thursday 24 April
Prestwood Supporters of Cancer
Research - Fashion show by Papillon Boutique, Fleur & The Bridal
Shop – Prestwood Village Hall
.Tickets £15 each, including a free
glass of sparkling wine and canapés.
Tickets 01494 863080 / 776600 or email: prestwoodcruk@uwclub.net

Friday 25 April
Buckinghamshire Pottery &
Sculpture Society meeting. Annual
General Meeting, followed by a
demonstration by Emma Johnstone. Little Kingshill Village Hall.
7.30pm. Admission £5 for nonmembers. Details Richard Ballantyne 01296 738983

Saturday 26 April
Springtime in a Country Church.
Great Missenden Choral Society
Concert. Vaughan Williams –
Benedicite; Poulenc – Gloria; Kadaly
– Missa Brevis. 7.30pm Church of St
Peter and St Paul, Great Missenden
Tickets £12.50, Students £6, from
Christopher Pallet, Station Approach, Great Missenden

Wednesday 7th May
Prestwood Afternoon W.I Resolutions for National AGM Prestwood
Village Hall 2.15pm. Details from
01494 866894

Thursday 8 May
Little Kingshill W.I. Resolutions
for National AGM. 2pm Little
Kingshill Village Hall. Details Margaret Emery 01494 863859
Imaginative Containers with Staying Power Prestwood Gardening
Society. Prestwood Village Hall
8pm. Details from Joan Hawes
01494 865272

Visit a garden
Hughenden Manor gardens reopen
on 1 March. 27 March, 2pm a Seasonal Garden Tour by the gardener
in charge, £10 per head including
cream tea. Booking Essential 0870
4288933. Spring Hunt for children
on Wednesday, 9 and Thursday, 10
April, at £2 per trail, plus normal admission fees. Details 01494 755573.
Several local gardens are open to
the public under the National Gardens Scheme

Sundays 23 March, 20
April and 18 May

1000 Celebration Communion
1400 Service for the Deaf
1500 Cream Teas
1800 Evensong

Weekly events
Tuesdays
Drama workshops for children in
school year 1 to year 6. Little Kingshill Village Hall Details www.thedramagym.com 07905 357563

Monday 17th – Thursday 20th
March – Joint morning prayer at
Immaculate Heart of Mary RC
Church 7.00-7.30am
Good Friday 21st March, Walk of
Witness, meet at St Peter & Paul at
9.15am; Immaculate Heart of Mary
RC at 9.30am; or Holy Trinity at
9.30am - Converging at the Green
Man, Prestwood at 10am – followed
by a short service at Prestwood Village Hall at 10.30am (including
kids work!)

St Peter and St Paul
Church
6 February, 8pm – Ash Wednesday
10/17 February, Holy Communion
2 and 9 March Lent Series called
‘Going Deeper – exploring faith in
the company of Teresa of Avila and
John of the Cross’, Sunday evenings
6pm at the Oldham Hall
2 March, 10am – Mothering Sunday
16 March, 10am – Palm Sunday
Service with Palm Procession
16 March 6pm – Passiontide music
20 March, 7.30pm – Maundy Thursday Passover and Holy Communion
Sunday, 23 March, Easter Day
0555 Sunrise Service, Bury Field
0800 Holy Communion

Saturday 8 March
World Book Day continues…
For all ages.

Chocolate decorating. For all ages

“SPLAT” activities for teens in
Great Missenden Baptist’s halls in
term time. 7.30-9.00pm

Saturday 15 March
Make a Minpin tree. For 7+ years

Friday 21 March
Easter egg decorating. For all ages

Thursdays

Saturday 22, Sunday 23
and Monday 24 March

Weekly lunch club in the Baptist
hall Great Missenden for over 55's
Details Sally Appleby 01494
488549.

Saturday 6 April

Fridays

Churches Together for
Great Missenden and
Prestwood

World Book Day Party For all ages.
FREE Museum admission for all
from 3.30pm.

Sunday 9 March

Wednesday 23 April and
Thursday 15 May

Church events

Thursday 6 March

"Bounce & Rhyme" Songs & Nursery Rhymes for babies & pre-school
children. Great Missenden library
10:30 to 11 am Every week during
term time

Pilates classes at Little Kingshill
Village Hall From 18.45 - 20.15.
Details: Rosie Lewin, Tel. 01494
812796 Mob. 07932 607116

More information about gardens
open to the public under the National Gardens Scheme can be
found in: the Buckinghamshire
NGS leaflet available from good
garden centres, libraries and bookshops; The Yellow Book, available
from bookshops; and online at
www.ngs.org.uk

Discover Dahl’s Archives. For 10+
years. FREE for Museum visitors.

Wednesdays

Overstroud Cottage, The Dell,
Frith Hill, Great Missenden. £2.50,
children 50p. Teas available. Details
01494 862 701.

Gipsy House, home of the late
Roald Dahl, with the Plant Specialist. £4, children free. Teas available.
2pm -5pm Whitefield Lane, Great
Missenden. Details Jo Smith 01494
890465 or fundraising@roalddahlfoundation.org

Sunday 2 March

Story time for pre-school children
Great Missenden library 2pm Every
week during term time

In school holidays
Great Missenden library
See special events advertised in the
library and on the web site
www.buckscc.gov.uk/libraries
New opening hours Monday –
closed; Tuesday 9.30am -5pm;
Wednesday 9.30am -5pm; Thursday
9.30am -1pm; Friday 9.30am -7pm;
Saturday 9.30am -1pm; Sundays
and Bank holidays – closed
Prestwood Mobile library
Prestwood Village Hall alternate
Wednesday 11.40-12.30 February
27; March 12, 26
Local Councillors’ Surgery
County District and Parish Councillors available to meet with residents,
Great Missenden Library 1st Saturday of each month 10-11am.

Events at
The Roald Dahl
Museum and Story
Centre
81-83 High Street
Great Missenden
Bucks HP16 0AL
01494 892192
www.roalddahlmuseum.org
The Museum, Shop and Café
Twit are open 10am to 5pm
Tuesday to Sunday, plus halfterm Mondays.
Unless otherwise stated there is
a charge for activities, in addition to the museum entry
charge. Many activities should
be pre booked. For more information contact the Roald Dahl
Museum and Story Centre

Saturday 1 March
Make a Mother’s Day treat. For 6+
years

Easter quiz. For all ages. FREE for
Museum visitors.

Make your own Revolting Recipe.
For 6+ years.

Tuesday 8 April
Paula Metcalf, our Illustrator-inResidence. For all ages.

Thursday 10 April
George’s Marvellous Experiments.
For 7+ years.

Friday 11 April
Time-Travelling Underpants. For
6+ years.

Saturday 12 April
Discover Dahl’s Archives. For 10+
years. FREE for Museum visitors.

Sunday 13 April
Chocolate decorating. For all ages.

Tuesday 15 April
Get animated! Paula Metcalf, our
Illustrator-in-residence. For 6+ yrs.

Thursday 17 April
Be a Twit! For all ages.

Friday 18 April
The Secrets of Storytelling with
Lucy Daniel Raby, children's author
and TV writer. For 7+ years.

Sunday 20 April
Chocolate decorating. For all ages.

Saturday 26 April
Fantastic Mr Fox. For 5+ years.

Tell people about
your forthcoming
events
If you run a local community organisation
planning an event in
HP16 tell us about it.
Send details including:
date; event; venue; time;
cost [if any]; contact
name, telephone
number and e mail
address [if available].
To: editor@hp16.org.uk
or tel:01494 865333

16

HP16 – The Source February/March 2008

SPORTS & LEISURE

Karate kids’ success
February saw the latest grading
session for Prestwood Karate
Club members when as many as
40 juniors aged between 8 and
16 performed in front of a judging panel at Bisham Abbey.
“Whilst the whole ethos of
the club is around having fun,

it’s important for youngsters to
see the progress they’re making”
explained instructor Steve Langbridge. “We’d expect children to
grade every 8 months or so as
their skills and confidence improve”. The club has more than
ninety members and its sessions

take place on Mondays at
Bisham and Fridays at Prestwood Village Hall. For the
fourth consecutive year it was
ranked in the top 10 clubs in the
country by the UK All Stars
Karate Organisation. “There are
huge benefits in learning a mar-

tial art like Karate.” added Langbridge.
“It’s immensely rewarding to
see what are sometimes nervous
beginners grow mentally as they
gain confidence.” For further information see the club web site
www.prestwoodkarate.com.

Gateway’s Franks and Jutla

Golden Gateway
In the last month, Gateway
School Year 4 Boys won team gold
at a cross-country event at Chesham High School. Jamie Franks
came in third out of over 100 runners and, with team-mates finishing 7th and 10th, Gateway ended
the day top out of 20 schools. And
to complete a good performance,
the Year 3 Boys took team silver by
claiming 4th, 10th and 14th

Karate club makes the grade

places. In total nearly 70 children
ran for the school at the event.
“The popular perception of
cross country is that it’s hard
work, the sport everyone loves to
hate! But a good cross country
runner is likely to be good at
most other sports simply because of the strength they get
from running.” says Gateway’s
Head of PE Howard Judge.

Prestwood FC needs sponsor
It’s been a tough few months for
players and supporters alike at
local Hellenic League side Prestwood FC, with the first team currently second from bottom of
Division One East with just a single win all season. “The club’s
been struggling for a while” says
chairman Mike Bickerton. “We
relied on a steady flow of players
from the Prestwood Colts youth

team but that seems to have dried
up recently. Moving from the
Common to Sprinters has also
reduced our profile in the village.”
Prestwood FC is the only team
in its league that asks its players to
pay match subscriptions. Every
other club has a source of income
from its clubhouse or from local
sponsorship, which inevitably
means the better players get at-

tracted to other clubs. Bickerton
says “Football has been a part of
Prestwood life for a long time now
and we think the village deserves
better. Even an annual sponsorship
of £500 goes some way to meeting
the costs of running the club”. So if
you run a local business and want
to support the club, they’d be delighted to hear from you. Contact
Mike Bickerton on 01494 812209.

Fair play to Bombers
Winning the fair play league is a
key prize for teams competing in
the South Bucks Mini Soccer Conference and Ballinger Bombers are
well placed to take the Under 8 and
Under 10 honours this season.
Both lie second at the halfway stage
and, with the club’s emphasis on
fair play and enjoyment throughout, they are confident of winning
come the end of the season.

Ballinger Bombers was
founded in 2006 by parents frustrated at the lack of opportunities
for kids at the bigger local clubs.
Their under 10s play matches
every week whilst the under 8s play
every other week, with home
games taking place on Sunday
mornings on Ballinger Common.
“We’ve been delighted with the response from local parents and

children” says manager Simon
Hughes. “There are a lot of good
clubs round here with good players but it’s vitally important for
kids of all standards to play football if they want to”.
New players are always welcome so if you’re interested in
getting involved, call Simon or
Maggie Hughes on 01494
862971.

Where’s the goalie?

Deadline for submissions and advertisements for our next edition is Friday 28 March 2008

