Source
The

HP16

The community newspaper for HP16

p2/3

NEWS

p8/9

SOURCE YOUTH

Can it survive?

Great newspaper
but please do more
than just read it!
Welcome to the second and potentially the last
edition of The Source. Alright, that may be
overstating things a little but here’s the problem: we had excellent feedback from you about
the first edition of The Source; it seems to have
hit the spot in terms of content and coverage
and could fill a real gap in the local media but
it can’t do that if we don’t have help. We’re a
small group of local volunteers – that’s right,
none of us gets paid for this – and we can’t continue to produce this for you if we don’t have
more support. Without your help in supplying
articles, taking photos or even delivering copies
in your neighbourhood this could possibly be
our last edition. Judging by all the positive messages that we have received that would be a real
shame. So if you want to see the third edition
please write to us or give us a call!
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SPORTS & LEISURE

It’s that time
of year again!
Yes, the Christmas decorations
have been in the shops since
August, which means that we’ve
reached the point in the year
when you’re possibly thinking
about heading into town for
some seasonal cheer pretty
soon. But wait a second; what’s
going on closer to home on the
festive front? Well, you might be
surprised to know there’s plenty
to keep you busy and even some
interestingly quirky shopping
options, too. Let’s start with the
chap opposite; Father Christmas works as a temporary
member of the local Rotary
Club staff every year and takes
his sleigh to pretty much every
street in the area along with his

A load of old baubles

band of over-sized elves. If you
should see him please give generously as it’s for a worthwhile
cause. Check the events page to
see when he’s going to be near
you along with details of all the
local church services and other
events taking place between
now and the New Year.
Great Missenden and Prestwood both have evenings scheduled for switching on the street
lights and decorations on 28
November and 1 December respectively, including some seasonal specials from local pubs,
restaurants and shops, information for which you will find inside. On the retail front you’ll see
a great new venue for the Flower

Have you seen this man?
Room (New Covent Garden eat
your heart out!) and some nice
festive discounts on beauty
treatments including those at
the recently opened Oasis Spa in
Missenden High Street. If that’s
not your thing then perhaps a
new hair style to go with your
New Year’s resolution from one
of the growing band of quality
hair-cutters in the area including
the new Scizzor Handz on Prestwood High Street.
It’s unlikely that home improvements or groceries will be
on your Christmas list but other
festive face-lifts to look out for
are the newly refurbished Garage

Door Company, the relocation of
Jeremy Swann estate agents to offices next to the Red Pump
Garage and the planned redevelopment of Rusts, which will become a Co-Op by February.
Lastly, watch out for the new
restaurant in the former Hockey’s
antiques emporium soon and
hopefully something attractive in
that long-term derelict shop in
Missenden High Street; we hear
strong rumours that the lease
problems have been resolved at
last. So, it may not be Oxford
Street, Bluewater or Brent Cross
but why not try something more
local this year?
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Every Adult
Matters
by Mike Colston,
County Councillor
We are all angered when we read
about instances of abuse of our most
vulnerable citizens and that’s why
the County Council has launched
the Because Every Adult Matters
(BEAM) initiative to bring the issue
of vulnerability to the forefront.
Most people will become vulnerable at some stage and they and
their families represent a significant part of our communities. The
elderly once looked after us and
those with disabilities do not possess our advantages so in public or
private places they deserve respect
and dignity from people of all ages.
BEAM offers practical help with
housework, shopping, gardening,
informal carers, respite at home and
a telephone support system that will
maintain contact with those without
their own support networks.
As a community around HP16
we can all help. We can all consider
putting a bit back by being a volunteer or just keeping an eye on a
vulnerable neighbour, which is
what community spirit is all about.

HP16 -The Source
c/o Great Missenden Library
High Street, Great Missenden HP16 0AL
Telephone: 01494 865333
Website: www.hp16.org.uk
Editorial: email editor@hp16.org.uk
Advertising: email adverts@hp16.org.uk
© HP16 CIC 2007. It is our policy to correct any errors in print. If you
find an error of fact in these pages please let us know. We will carry any
corrections or clarifications at the earliest opportunity. While every care
has been taken to ensure that the data in this publication is accurate, neither the publisher nor its editorial contributors can accept, and hereby
disclaim, any liability to any party to loss or damage caused by errors
omissions resulting from negligence, accident or any other cause.
HP16 - The Source does not officially endorse any advertising material
included within this publication. However, we are proud to be associated
with businesses in HP16 area and hope that you will support them.
To protect the rights of authors, we have to state that all rights are reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in any retrieval system, or transmitted in any form – electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording or otherwise. However, if contacted, we are
happy to assist you to obtain the rights to use articles or photographs in
non-profit situations or arrange an appropriate payment structure for
commercial applications.

HP16 – The Source is independent and
non political.
This community newspaper is printed on
100% recycled paper. Please recycle it again.

Community Vision reminder
Do your bit to help

You will soon receive the ‘Community Vision for HP16 Emerging Vision’ leaflet through your
door. As we mentioned in our

More members please
Thanks to everyone who has signed up so far to be a member of HP16
CIC, the Social Enterprise behind The Source. You will be receiving a
letter from us very soon. We still need many more people to become
members and remember that your £5 goes towards making The Source
financially sustainable and also gives you a vote about its future.
For new members we want to avoid sending letters so that we can save
a tree and keep our costs to a minimum. For that reason we’ve printed
the membership agreement below in full legalese. Please sign up!
Just complete and return the coupon on this page.
MEMBERSHIP AGREEMENT - HP16 CIC
Registered Company Number: 06338762
In consideration of subscribing the sum of £5
I request that the Directors of HP16 CIC (“the
Company”) register me as a member of the
Company. I warrant that I am over 18 years
of age and reside in the HP16 area of Buckinghamshire.
I understand that by becoming a member
of the company I may lose my £5 subscription should the Company become insolvent.
I also understand that the only right I attain as
a result of membership is to vote at the

Annual General Meeting of the Company or
such other meetings as the Company may
from time to time in its discretion call.
Specifically I understand that I have no
right to or expectation of the payment of any
dividend at any time either now or in the
future. The company has been formed to
support community activities and accordingly
any profits generated will be used to further
support and develop the operations of the
company.
I consent to my name being published as
a member of the Company.

ISSUE 2, DECEMBER 2007

Thanks to our sponsors

Deadline for contributions and
advertisements for our first issue of 2008
is Friday 25th January.

We would like to thank the following people and organisations who,
along with our members and advertisers, have made this second
edition of The Source possible through their generous donations:
Jane, Slava and Keith Miles; John Skrimshire, Little Kingshill Baptist
Church; Alex Eaden; Christine Channon; Sheila & Richard Underhill; Ray Wainwright; Cllr. Mike Colston; John & Marian McDonald.

first edition, this is the result of
recent surveys of the area and it
needs your input so please read
it, tick the boxes, tear off the

form and return it. It will only
take a few minutes and the future of the local community
could hinge on your views.

Ê

Please get involved!

We are very keen to hear from you if you would like to be involved
in HP16 CIC. As it is a community organisation we are particularly
keen to welcome new community voting members. HP16 CIC will
use all its income and assets to promote its community benefit purposes, so membership will bring no financial interest or benefit (i.e.
the CIC will operate on a "non-profit distributing" basis). Each
member will have one vote. The subscription is £5 and acceptance
as a member is at the discretion of the board of HP16 CIC. Should
you simply wish to make a donation in addition or instead of
membership we would be very grateful for your support.

I
I

I wish to become a member and enclose a cheque for £5
payable to HP16 CIC
and / or
I wish to make a donation to HP16 CIC and enclose a
cheque for
made payable to HP16 CIC

Full name:
Address:

Phone number:
Email address:

Please cut out this portion and return it in an envelope
with your cheque(s) to HP16 CIC, c/o Great Missenden
Library, High Street, Great Missenden, HP16 0AL.

Email: editor@hp16.org.uk
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Missenden Christmas
comes early this year
by Karen Pither

One less to block the traffic!

Lucky escape
Jed Maher had a lucky escape last month when the
tractor he was driving at Little Hampden caught fire.
Believed to have been started by an electrical fault,
the fire soon took hold and the tractor was well

After months of preparation
Great Missenden will hold its
Festive Evening on Wednesday
28 November from 5pm (if
you’re reading this after that date
you will understand our com-

ments on this page about delivery issues – the Editor). Come
and join us on the High Street
where you will find mulled wine
and mince pies; carol singing
and festive music; plus storytelling and children’s activities.
The George, Cross Keys,
New Akash and Ho Ho restau-

rants will be offering a special
£5.99 menu for the evening
and the Christmas lights will
be switched on at the library at
7pm by the winner of a children’s raffle. And of course,
Santa will be dropping in on
his sleigh (courtesy of the Rotary Club).

The way we were

ablaze by the time the fire brigade arrived. Owner of
the tractor and Little Hampden farmer, Don Brazier,
said “This was a real setback after what had been a
difficult harvest, but at least no-one was hurt”.

Why didn’t I get a copy?
Many thanks to everyone who stepped in to help
when we were let down on delivery in October.
A number of people still complained that they didn’t
get a copy and here are the main reasons why:
1. Your driveway starts in HP16 but your house is
in EC3! 2. Getting in your letter box or past your
gates and guard dogs would challenge the SAS.

3. Your house is so far away from any others that
we didn’t know it existed.
If you are one of the above then we’re sorry. We’ll
try our best next time but will make sure that
copies are also available in local newsagents and
the library for you to collect one if you can manage
to find your way out of your drive!

The spirit of
Christmas
Autumn lights up the HP16 area
in an amazing array of colours
and the “Christmas Tree” in
Prestwood is a great example.
Come along at 5pm on Saturday
1 December to light up the Tree
and Chequers Parade and join in
with carol singing led by a choir
of local adults and children.
The switch-on will be by the
winners of the poster competition
which has been sent to schools

It’s a Christmas tree, really!

and children's organisations in
Prestwood. They will also receive
book tokens kindly donated by
Mike Bennett and Prestwood
Pharmacy. Many of the local
shops and businesses will be open,
providing food and drink for you
to enjoy in this season of goodwill.
There will be a competition for
children and Father Christmas
has confirmed that he will be joining us and bringing his reindeer.

Interested in local history? Peter Hawkes of Hawkes Design Ltd has a collection of over 200 postcards and prints
of Great Missenden, Ballinger, The Lee and district, for reference or purchase. Call 01494 793000.

Deliver to donate (photo Rob Scarlett)

Help us
deliver

Deliveries of The Source have been an issue so how about this
for an idea: If you have a favourite local charity, club or society that
could do with extra funds then we will donate £25 for every 500 papers delivered in central areas and £30 for every 500 in outlying areas.
As a bonus it’s amazing how many opportunities there are to talk to
people on your travels (if you want to) and tell them about what
you’re doing and why you’re doing it.
We want to provide an opportunity for you to divert the
funds that would go to delivery companies into the hands of
those who will make a real difference in this area. So please contact us on 01494 865333 or email editor@hp16.org.uk if you
would like to know more about how to help.

Community
Leader’s Fund
Your local County Councillor,
Mike Colston, has access to a fund
each year that is available as a grant
to support local groups whose efforts benefit the community. If
anyone wishes to access this Community Leader’s fund they should

contact Mike either by email at
mcolston@buckscc.gov.uk, by
phone on 01296 383903 or
07843343886, or by visiting the
Councillor’s surgery held at the Library on the first Saturday of the
month (except Bank Holidays).

Bidding for a
better future
Since our first edition, when we
mentioned the availability of
European rural development
funding, bids have now been
submitted for consideration.
Among them is a local proposal,
derived partly from the Community Vision findings, drawn
up with help from members of a
range of local groups.
Plans include: a Visitors’
Centre; Heritage trails; a
Special Trees trail; a dedicated
cycle route; the Chilterns Study

Centre; a ‘Greening Great Missenden’ project; and other
facilities including visitor accommodation.
These projects are intended
to benefit the area as a whole,
improving facilities for local
people and visitors and bringing
revenue to local businesses and
farmers. This won’t happen by
itself so if you would be willing
to help in any way please contact
Shirley Judges at shirley.judges
@dial.pipex.com.
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Liam plays the real
king of instruments

Liam Cartwright, new organist
at Great Missenden
Liam Cartwright, newly appointed organist at the parish
church in Great Missenden, is
well on the way to realising his
ambition to achieve a successful
career in music.
Earlier this year Liam graduated from the Royal College of
Music, where he is now pursuing

a Masters degree in performance.
The fact that the 1915 Binns
organ at Saint Peter and Saint
Paul church was completely refurbished last year was a strong
motivation behind Liam’s application for the position.
“To me the organ is the king
of instruments,” said Liam, who

also plays the piano and the
harpsichord. “The opportunity
to play such a fine example
here is fantastic. It is tonally unaltered and has great integrity as
an instrument. It is marvellous
that it has been restored and preserved for several more generations to enjoy.”

Among Liam’s musical heroes are J.S. Bach and Olivier
Messiaen, and he enjoys the diverse repertoire available to him
which spans from the renaissance to the present day. Fond of
travel, he gets a thrill from getting to know new instruments in
new places. Particularly memorable experiences have included
playing the famous instruments
in St. Sulpice, Paris, and St. Bavo,
Haarlem, and forthcoming concerts include various well known
venues, including St. John’s
Smith Square in London.
While concentrating on
teaching and performing, Liam
realised that he was missing
working and interacting with a
choir. This was also part of the
reason for his interest in Great
Missenden. He is looking forward
to recapturing the excitement of
coaching and improving the performance of the singers. “There is
plenty of musical knowledge, enthusiasm and potential,” he went
on. “I would love to increase the
musical repertoire and the scope
to programme more ambitious
works as part of the liturgy here.”
At the end of each Sunday
morning service Liam has taken
to performing a stirring piece of
music written for the organ, and
he publishes the title and composer of the piece, as well as the
morning’s choral items, on the
church notice sheet. He gave a
recital at the final cream tea of
the season and prepared a moving rendition of Fauré’s Requiem for All Saints’ Day.
This young man has set high
standards for himself which will
benefit the local community and
enhance the worship of the
congregation.

Sue Bottomley of GMCS with the British Legion
President and Huw Edwards

Choral Society plays
Remembrance event
Local singers were honoured to
take part in the annual Festival
of Remembrance at the Royal
Albert Hall in the presence of
the Queen in November.
This was the third time the
Great Missenden Choral Society
has been invited to contribute to
this spectacular event. The choir
sang festival favourites with the
massed Bands of the Guards Division, the Royal Marines and
the Royal Air Force.
In previous years soloists including Russell Watson and Will
Young have been backed by the
choir and this year was the turn
of young opera stars Katherine
Jenkins and Alfie Boe. The

Choral Society also provided
harmonies for the hymns during
the Service of Remembrance.
This culminated, as always, in
thousands of poppies falling
silently, a symbol of all those lost
in war.
It was a very long day including a morning rehearsal, an
afternoon performance and the
evening televised programme.
During the breaks the singers
mingled with the musicians, all
in active service, and talked to
people just back from Iraq and
Afghanistan. That, as much as
the Festival of Remembrance itself, made for a poignant and
unforgettable day.

You can help us!
People and places, good news stories,
events, photos, suggestions…
send them to us by email at editor@hp16.org.uk
or by post to the address on page 2.

Email: editor@hp16.org.uk
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New POD for Prestwood
POD – Prestwood Open Door – is a new venture organised by local residents for local residents, aiming
to let people meet each month in a café style environment on the third Monday of each month in Prestwood Village Hall. In October, Annabelle Douglas, manager of Hughenden Manor, encouraged us all to
go and look at the new rooms that are being opened up there, revealing yet more of the national treasures
on our doorstep. For the next POD we have Douglas Tyler speaking on Christmas Decorations on 17
December from 2.30-4pm. There will be a New Year Social on 21 January with an update from local charity ROPE and The Source. Do come along!

Village hall is
still in demand

Prestwood pupils
approve travel plan

More funding for
Prestwood School
Prestwood Junior School has been awarded around £5,000 of additional funding after its Travel Plan was
approved by Bucks County Council. The Travel Plan is aimed at cutting congestion to make roads around
schools safer and encourage more children to walk all or part of the way to school. Walking to school is
being promoted and, where this is not practical, parents are being asked to park further away and walk
part of the way to school. Marc Ackland, Head of Prestwood Junior School, commented that safety outside school had improved due to the travel plan.

Built in the early 1920s, Ballinger War Memorial Hall had an award-winning refit in 2000
and is now capable of holding functions for up
to 150. The hall boasts a substantial kitchen for
catering and is equipped with an impressive
sound and lighting facility that is used by local
theatre groups such as Ballinger Players as well
as small bands and discos. Many local organisations use the hall, including the Horticultural
Society, Brownies, Rainbows and NADFAS and
it is a regular venue for wedding receptions and
children’s parties. Coming up in early December is the pantomime Dick Wittington and tickets are available from John Gourd on 01494
862442. For hall bookings contact Jane Ogden
on 01494 837379 or visit www.ballingerhall.org

Bridge drive
tops £1400
Resurfaced car park

Grant funding
opportunity
Local registered charity, The
Friends of Holy Trinity, provides
grants to assist in the maintenance of the church and surrounding area and also to further
other general charitable purposes
that either directly or indirectly
benefit the church. The charity is
a means by which local people
can support the church while not
necessarily wishing to be regular
church-goers.
The largest project that they
have recently supported was the
resurfacing of the car park at Holy
Trinity for the benefit of the regu-

lar congregation at church and
the many community groups that
use the Church Hall and Church
Cottage. Other projects include a
regular contribution to the cost of
a part-time Youth Worker and refurbishment of a meeting room
in the Church Cottage.
The charity currently has
funds available to support projects both directly for Holy Trinity
Church and in the community at
large. If you have a project that
you would like them to consider
please contact the Chairman,
John Liggitt, on 01494 863981.

During the Crimean war soldiers
would cross the Galata Bridge in
Istanbul making a bid to get to a
certain coffee house. There they
would play cards – a game they
called Bridge. At a recent Bridge
Drive many tables of mixed ability Bridge enthusiasts met in Little Kingshill Village Hall. Lots of

serious bidding ensued without a
single auctioneer in sight and as
they played they raised money for
Ian Rennie Hospices and Prestwood Area Community Transport. Brilliant organisation by
Mary McConnell and her team
with almost military precision
meant that over £1400 was raised.

If you live in
LITTLE KINGSHILL

and if you care
about our village
please join the Little Kingshill
Village Society Committee and
help us care for it!
RING JENNY ON 01494 864347

Beat that!

Support for Service
personnel
by John Lambert

The Royal British Legion and SSAFA (Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Families Association) are charities that exist to support Service personnel and
their families with a range of personal needs arising from their time in
Service. Although the charities are, by tradition, associated with the twentieth century world wars their work now deals additionally with the consequences of more than 20 military campaigns since the end of WWII.
Many people who could benefit from this support don’t do so,
possibly because of the threat to the privacy and pride of the individuals, who would be asked to divulge financial and other personal details, albeit to a well trained caseworker. The casework is always
handled with extreme sensitivity and in the utmost confidence.
If any readers are aware of people with a Service background who
might be in need of financial, emotional or practical help please encourage them to contact Mr Kerr Gibb on 01494 675343.
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Autumn concert at Holy Trinity

Harvest concert
A capacity audience at Holy
Trinity Church in Prestwood
gave an enthusiastic reception to
the Autumn Concert arranged by
the Friends of Holy Trinity. Featuring a varied programme put

together by Laura Borenstein,
with instrumental performances
by local musicians from Irish
folk, Flanders & Swann and a
modern day version of the Red
Riding Hood story by children

from Holy Trinity, to a first ever
performance of a new choral
work by local composer, Philippa
Wallin. A great evening of local
music and entertainment which
raised £650 for the Friends’ fund!

Wodehouse enthusiast
publishes new book
A few weeks ago local resident,
Tony Ring, published ‘The Wit
and Wisdom of P.G. Wodehouse,
his eleventh book about the author he admires with a passion.
The book, published by the
Hutchison imprint from Random House, is a 120 page compilation of some of the best
quotations from the whole range
of P.G. Wodehouse’s work.
Tony explained how the publication evolved from concept to
reality. “I felt about three years ago
that the world was ready for a
small book of Wodehouse quota-

tions of the type you see near
bookshop tills. Hutchinson had
no use for it then, but last year
their sister imprint Arrow regained from Penguin the right to
publish over 40 Wodehouse paperback books in 2008. I suggested
that ‘The Wit and Wisdom of P.G.
Wodehouse could be used as a
‘taster’ for that launch, and their
agreement generated some hard
work, and a very attractive result.”
Tony’s previous major project is a mammoth 600,000 word
Millennium Concordance of
Wodehouse’s fiction, published

in eight annual volumes from
1994 to 2001. His niche work
‘You Simply Hit Them With An
Axe’ recounts the tribulations
Wodehouse had to face in order
to receive fair treatment from
the tax authorities in the US and
UK, particularly before the introduction after World War II of
rules to mitigate the penal effect
of double taxation.
Tony’s next project is a detailed review of Wodehouse’s career as a straight playwright, the
most neglected area of his phenomenal career.

Notes on the Glis glis
from Great Hampden
by Peter Lemon
Visit the Hampden Arms pub in
Great Hampden on a Friday or
Saturday evening between 6pm
and 7pm and not only will you be
able enjoy a pint or two during the
‘happy hour’ but you’ll probably
hear the latest on the Glis glis invasion of the village. The offenders
look like small, fat grey squirrels

with long, black whiskers and big
eyes and ears. They hibernate for
seven months of the year, spending
about three months preparing for

it. That’s when the noise starts.
There are tales of people taking 70
or more from their lofts, at least
three found drowned in toilets,
children woken by Glis scurrying
across their bedroom walls and
one of a man who woke with one
running up his pyjama trousers!
For some sensible advice on
how to deal with this cheeky
pest, turn to our Environment
correspondent on page 7.

Light up a Life
…for someone special this Christmas
and help the Iain Rennie nurses to care
Churches working together in Prestwood
will be supporting the Hospice Light up a
Life ceremonies this Christmas. The
Prestwood Tree will be on the forecourt
of Prestwood Methodist Church where
the dedication ceremony will be held on
Wednesday 19th December at 7pm.
If you would like to dedicate a light to
someone close to you, which will shine
throughout the Christmas and New Year
period, please fill in the dedication form and
return it with your sponsor money to
Pam Sitford, 82 Wycombe Road, Prestwood
HP16 0HW. Each name dedicated will be entered in the Book of Remembrance, which will
be open at the ceremony, and each dedication
will receive a personal card.
By sponsoring a light you will be honouring or remembering someone special in your
life as well as supporting the work of the Iain
Rennie Hospice at Home.

YOUR DETAILS: Please use BLOCK CAPITALS.
Name:
Address:
Telephone:
GIFT AID: If you wish the Charity to treat this
donation as GIFT AID and receive a tax refund at
no extra cost to you please sign here:
I would like to sponsor
(state number) lights
and enclose my donation of £
PAYMENT DETAILS: Please make cheques
payable to IAIN RENNIE HOSPICE AT HOME.
Please tell us if you will be attending the
ceremony: yes/no (if yes how many
)
Closing date 9th DECEMBER 2007
BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE DETAILS:
Name(s):

CARD TRIBUTE: (if required – maximum 10 words)

Email: editor@hp16.org.uk
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Eating us out of
house and home New county

Susan Brook of Frith Hill
writes to The Source: “Three
different varieties of alien
invader ladybirds overwintered in our house last winter, and each May we have
fat healthy stag beetles congregating at night under an
outside light.
However, we have been
invaded by Glis glis during
the past three years. Like
clockwork they arrive chittering through the trees at
11.30pm and leave at 4.45
am. We have recently discovered they have destroyed the
main internal supporting
structure of our roof.
In view of the dangerously destructive tendencies
of these intrepid creatures,
perhaps it is time to declare
open warfare on them.”

Public enemy number one?
(photo © Dr Pat Morris)

Our Environmental Correspondent replies:
Thanks for those observations
on the Harlequin Ladybird and
Stag Beetles. There are only a
tiny number of naturalists
around to record these things,
so we depend a lot on others
letting us know anything significant they see.
Susan’s tale of woe is not
unusual. Glis glis is over half as
big as a grey squirrel, very destructive and happy to live close
to us, in gardens and orchards,
where it eats fruit, buds, bark,
insects, toadstools and even
raids birds’ nests. It is a forestry
pest in conifer plantations, but
it finds our lofts a very presentable alternative. Apart from
structural damage and noise,

they have an obnoxious smell
and can pollute water supplies
by drowning in water tanks.
It is not a native to this
country, but was introduced
from Europe by the 2nd Baron
Rothschild in 1902. Now they
have spread up over an area of
the Chilterns between Luton,
Aylesbury and Beaconsfield, and
are estimated to be about 10,000.
The Romans prized them as a
gourmet meal, fattening them
with walnuts. They are still eaten
in some European countries.
Their populations have declined in Europe and they have
been placed on the Red Data
list as “near threatened”. This
means that they must be a pro-

tected species all across Europe,
even in countries where they
are not native. Chiltern District
Council provides a removal
service (through accredited
contractors) and is licensed to
trap and destroy Glis glis humanely. This costs £70 for up to
five collections over 6 weeks,
plus a returnable deposit of £35
for the cage to trap them in.
They cannot guarantee, however, that they will catch all, or
any, of your marauders. You
should not use unlicensed contractors or trap them yourself
without a government licence.
See the DEFRA website for
more information. Prevention
is the best option. Cut back

overhanging branches and
creepers and seal all possible
sites of entry to the loft with
mortar or wire mesh. Meanwhile, they are not going to go
away and will cause damage in
the countryside. Perhaps we
should consider these creatures
as a culinary delicacy – turn the
tables and eat them out of
house and home!
The Glis Glis, or Fat Dormouse should not be confused
with our native Common or
Hazel Dormouse, a small, endangered and protected species
that keeps well away from
where we live, using scrub and
coppice, and eating fruits like
nuts and blackberries.

group led by
local residents
The Bucks Amphibian and
Reptile Group (BucksARG)
was set up this year under the
leadership of Chris Bartlett and
Tony and Val Marshall.
The group was started because of the lack of recent records
of these creatures at the county’s
Environmental Records Centre.
It aims to gain greater understanding of the distribution and
frequency of reptiles and amphibians, respond to threats to
their survival, and inform the
public about them. For more information, see its excellent
website www.bucksarg.org.uk.
According to local surveys,
frogs and smooth newts are

quite common, slow-worms,
toads and grass snakes well
spread, and even the great
crested newt (a European protected species) occurs in several
ponds in this area. Less common seem to be lizards, adders
and palmate newts, although
the latter were found breeding
in a pond at Ballinger this
spring and there have been recent authenticated sightings of
adders and lizards in the Stony
Green area. Sightings of any
species would be welcome:
If you have information
about sightings of any species,
please email ecorocker@gmail
.com or call 01494 864251.

Palmate newt photographed
at Ballinger by Peter Hall

Fun finding fungi
Stump puffballs, one of
the common fungi in the wood

In October a group of about a
dozen gathered in Angling Spring
Wood, Great Missenden, for a
public fungus foray, led by Tony
Marshall of Prestwood Nature.
Everyone was fascinated by
the range of forms, colours, feel
and smell of these easily overlooked organisms. There were

toadstools, clubs, brackets and
puffballs; there were bright purples, reds, yellows, pinks, greys,
browns and white; there were
sticky ones, crumbly ones, some
that bled bright red “blood” and
others that shed white milk;
there were odours of geranium,
meal, ammonia and radish.

Two people even took away
wood blewits and lilac deceivers for their tea, having
carefully distinguished the poisonous fungi from those good
to eat. PN hopes to repeat this
popular event next year, when
there may be even more varieties to enjoy.
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COMMUNITY

More than
just stories
The Great Missenden-based Roald
Dahl Foundation, set up by Dahl’s
wife Felicity, has donated over £5.5
million to benefit children and
young people with neurological,
haematological and literacy problems across the UK. The Foundation is especially proud of its Roald
Dahl Nurses, 36 across the UK,
who care for young people with
epilepsy, haemophilia, sickle cell
anaemia and thalassaemia.
The Foundation also makes
grants to charities that help children with poor literacy skills and
Dahl himself was a great supporter
of Readathon as it encourages children to read. The charity is hugely
grateful to all those who participate in Readathon who, along with
so many of its other supporters
and the local Friends of the Roald
Dahl Foundation, contribute
funds towards its grant-making
programme. For more information about the Foundation visit
www.roalddahlfoundation.org.

ROPE unties
communities

Owl Patrol

A small office in Great Missenden is the
nerve centre for a Christian charity that
helps thousands of the world’s poorest
people in more than 70 countries.
Aiming to make a real difference for
people who have few other options for
survival, ROPE (Relief for Oppressed People Everywhere) now raises funds for
more than 100 projects working directly
to help oppressed individuals, families
and communities to help themselves

An inspirational
Christmas present
The XP Support Group was set up in
1999 in Prestwood to help families who
suffer from the life-threatening rare
genetic condition Xeroderma Pigmentosum, which makes patients 1000 times
more likely to develop skin cancer and
severely restricts their activities in daylight due to hypersensitivity to UltraViolet light. The charity provides respite
at an annual night-time camp called Owl

through a variety of schemes. One of the
ways ROPE helps is by providing sources
of clean water by digging wells. For £1500,
village life in Tanzania can be transformed, not just from the health perspective but in the time and energy that can
be released into more productive activity
than mere survival.
For more information on ROPE and
ways to get involved, visit the website on
www.rope.org.uk or call 01494 866724.

Village well in Tanzania

Patrol, where families meet together for
a weekend of indoor activities during the
day and outdoor activities at night.
This Christmas we are asking you
to make a gift by sponsoring a child to
attend one of these camps, which you
can do from as little as £10. Details and
further information are available at
www.xpsupportgroup.org.uk or call
01494 890981.

Great Missenden
Trade Centre

The Jeweller’s Bench
Hand Made Jewellery
Repairs & Commissions

Station Garage
Station Approach
Great Missenden
Buckinghamshire
HP16 9AZ
Tel: 01494 890 156
Fax: 01494 868 666
Mob: 07947 123456

INDEPENDENT
FINANCIAL ADVISERS

59 High Street, Gt. Missenden,
Buckinghamshire, HP16 0AL
Telephone: 01494 863614 (5 lines)
Fax: 01494 890070
Email: mail@mmlp.co.uk

Email: sales@kars.co.uk

Authorised and Regulated by the
Financial Services Authority

52 High Street
Great Missenden
Bucks
HP16 0AU
Tel: 01494 891791
www.jewellersbench.co.uk

Country Inn,
Restaurant
& Bar

Contact us for details of our
special Christmas offers.
Elemis Christmas gift boxes
now in stock!
THE OLD RED LION
62 HIGH STREET
GREAT MISSENDEN
01494 865005

Some things never change and isn’t that a welcome
relief in a world so far removed from what we are
used to. The Rising Sun – still the same!

Helping you to achieve a
balanced view of fitness

Little Hampden, nr. Great Missenden HP16 9PS

Black Horse, Frith Hill, Great
Missenden, HP16 9QF
Tel: 01494 862102
Email: wmfitnessstudio@aol.com
www.weights-measures-gym.co.uk

Tel: 01494 488393 / 488360
Fax: 01494 488788
Email: sunrising@rising-sun.demon.co.uk

www.rising-sun.demon.co.uk

Email: adverts@hp16.org.uk
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Does your CV work?
(say the last 5 years).

by Derek Smith
& Peter King
With luck most people reading
this article will only have to produce a CV a few times during
their career so let us give you a
few pointers:
• Your CV is there to sell you
to a future employer, not to
tell your life’s story.

Shop @ The Lee
(photo courtesy of www.thelee.org.uk)

• Work back chronologically
from your most recent role
and give the most detail
about your most recent jobs

Social Enterprise in action
Since Shop @ The Lee opened this
April it has experienced the highs
and lows of any retail business.
Unlike most other retailers but in
common with HP16 CIC, the enterprise behind The Source, Shop
@ The Lee is a Social Enterprise,
which means that its primary
drivers are from the community

rather than from shareholders.
That brings with it many challenges, not least of which is
staffing. The shop needs volunteers to help if only for a few
hours a week and even if they
have no retail experience. The
main barrier for most people
seems to be not knowing what is

involved; that’s understandable so
why not contact them to find out?
With an excellent track record
to date and plans to build a permanent shop in an extension to
the Village hall these are exciting
times for Shop @ The Lee. Visit
www.thelee.org.uk or drop in at
the shop for more information.

Your top financial
questions answered
Q: I have been self-employed,
working for many different
customers, since 1995 and in
recent years my profits have
averaged £60,000. Should I be
thinking of operating as a
company in the future?

could effectively sell to your
own limited company. That
would be liable to Capital Gains
Tax of £3,820 (5.1% of the
gain). If you delay until after 6
April 2008 it looks likely that
the CGT will increase threefold
to £11,722. It is therefore as
well to incorporate a limited
company as soon as you can.

A: You don’t say what kind of
business you do but based on
the bare facts supplied, the
goodwill of the business could
be worth £75,000 which you

Q: I provide computer consultancy services turning over
about £100,000 a year. The flat
rate scheme for VAT seems to
be too good to be true!

by Peter Cannon

A: You need to be careful if
you have many expenses incurring input VAT. If you do not,
you could be £2,000 a year
better off.

Peter Cannon is a local
Chartered Accountant
who is chair of the
Chiltern Business
Club, which meets at
Missenden Abbey on
the third Tuesday of
every month

Full of surprises!
49, The High Street,
GREAT MISSENDEN

01494 866208
www.elizabethgallery.co.uk

• Differentiate between your
Responsibilities and your
Achievements, giving more
space to your Achievements.
Responsibilities give context
and scale to your role (e.g.
size of team, budgets, geography, etc.) but your Achievements tell the reader WHAT
YOU CAN DO FOR THEM.
• Quantify to your Responsibilities and Achievements.
• Make it punchy and factual;
avoid a rambling narration.
• Aim for a maximum 2 to 3

pages (but an interesting 5
pages is better than a boring
1 page).
• Get someone to proof-read it
and ask for their opinion
about it
• Finally… your CV is there to
get you an interview for the
job or project that you want
so ask yourself if you would
hire yourself based on the evidence it contains.

Derek Smith & Peter King
are Executive headhunters
based in Great Missenden
It’s a CV not a novel!
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PUZZLES

Source crossword no.2
Hidden in the completed diagram find the name of an HP16 community and its pub!
£10 prize for the first correct entry drawn after the closing date of 25 January 2008.
by Dialogos

Solution to SOURCE
Crossword No.1

Please send completed
entries for crossword 2
to HP16 - The Source,
c/o Great Missenden
Library, High Street,
Great Missenden,
HP16 0AL.

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Understanding the city maps is unmanageable (11)
7. Almost efface long periods (4)
10. Tell it this way – that’s not much (6)
12. A row of columns is what’s left of ship and
one’s company (7)
14. Jane, not having started, goes back for another girl (3)
15. Upper room of Athens (5)
16. Short little German – Calvin, perhaps (5)
17. Run away from sound of blood-sucking
parasite (4)
18. Pop band mature without direction (5)
19. Rain and snow – it’s time for slippery things
to return (5)
22. Keep away from a great empty space! (5)
25. Religious beggar – a thousand can be found
in the tree (5)
27. Lincoln ’50 claims first murder victim (4)
30. Poor bit of mutton for self-catering beggar (5)
31. Old Peruvian on film? (5)
33. Fine writing includes this novel (3)
34. He “scrapes” a living, taking available food
in, including heroin (7)
35. “To top of ridge” I chant on the way up (6)
36. Herb to start smoking with a gram Ecstasy (4)
37. Well-trained horse or mountain-walker? (11)

1. Spread petals less regularly to reveal these
(6)
2. You could take 21 up to this trading area (4)
3. Lewis’s favourite girl. Celia could be upset!
(5)
4. To deny going up in a moment’s time could
help you get into a concert (11, 2 words)
5. The Queen takes the upper air (5)
6. Winner in French field (5)
8. Spicy food wrapped in bread is endlessly
erotic (4)
9. Way through fence, in a manner of speaking
(5)
11. Boredom is almost French in the night (5)
13. Russian lady is in prison (top half below) (4)
20. Light beam – lift one end with ease (no energy required) and run with it (5)
21. Electric vehicle is 2 up (4)
23. Wimbledon 6, star of the evening (5)
24. Hill west of Prestwood, famous for stones
(6)
25. Female in club-house is a common bird (5)
26. Flower, heart of Ireland (5)
28. Overindulgence – beginning of bulimia in
greedy eating initially (5)
29. World War One general (4)
32. Fellow has crack in skin (4)

C H I LT E R N O P T I C I A N S LT D
75 High Street Great Missenden Bucks HP16 0AL

01494 868496
info@chilternopticians.com

www.chilternopticians.com
Merry Christmas from all of us

We need you

Where
in HP16
is this?

The ambitious, new community
newspaper project, HP16 - The
Source, seeks local individuals to
help make the newspaper into a
real community resource. If you
have any of the following experience, please contact us: creative
writing, photography, sales &
marketing, accounting, adminis-

Can you tell where
this photo was taken
and what it shows?
Please send your answer to HP16
– The Source, c/o Great Missenden Library, High Street,
Great Missenden, HP16 0AL.
There’s a £5 prize for the first
correct answer drawn after the
closing date of 25 January.

Specialists in corporate design for print.
Quality business cards, letterheads
brochures and mailers at good prices.
Hawkes Design & Publishing Ltd, 59a The Broadway,
High Street, Chesham, Bucks HP5 1BX
t> 01494 793000 e> phawkes@btconnect.com
w> www.hawkesdesign.co.uk

tration, web design, distribution,
local knowledge. If all you can
offer is your time and enthusiasm we would still like to hear
from you. These are voluntary
roles and require a commitment
of an hour or so a week.
Call 01494 865333 or email
volunteers@hp16.org.uk.

Email: editor@hp16.org.uk
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Comfort zones
by Maurice Roberts
We all have comfort zones. In
some we feel at ease. In others
our spirits are shackled, preventing us from fulfilling our potential. Thoreau said that most of us
lead lives of quiet desperation
and die with our song still
within us, unsung. We cannot
become what we want to be by
remaining what we are. Isn’t it

sad when we create our own
prisons, afraid to do something
new? Only we can change our
lives for the better. Everything
that’s happened, our successes
and our failures, were brought
on by our own actions or lack of
them. That’s the truth, however
much it hurts and unpalatable it
is. We blame others for our fears
and shortcomings and risk provoking those twin demons – fear
and self-doubt. Nelson Mandela

Keeping fit
after illness
Heather Birch from Ley Hill regularly attended aerobic fitness
classes until diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis in the late 1990s.
Determined to keep going despite
her illness she returned to the
classes and was persuaded by local
fitness specialist, Caroline OwenThomas, to re-train and qualify as
a Fitness and Clinical Instructor.

Now at a South Heath gym,
Heather gives classes for sufferers
of MS, stroke, diabetes and other
debilitating conditions, receiving
regular referrals from local health
professionals. Her clients develop
a positive outlook and regain the
mobility, strength and balance
they lost because of their conditions. There is life after illness.

Kids have
the best lines
While Mummy was trying hard to get the ketchup
out of the bottle, the phone rang. She asked her
4-year-old daughter to answer it. “It’s the Vicar ,
Mummy." she said, then she added to the caller,
“Mummy can't talk to you right now, she's hitting
the bottle.”
As the little girl was watching her dad putting on
his tuxedo she warned, “Daddy, you shouldn't
wear that suit.” When asked why she replied,
“You know it always gives you a headache the next
morning.”
The little boy opened the family Bible and fingered through the old pages. Something fell out.
Picking up the object he discovered it was an old
leaf that had been pressed between the pages.
“Mummy, look what I found” he called out, followed quickly and with astonishment by “I think
it's Adam's underwear!”
Love is when Mummy sees Daddy on the toilet
and she doesn’t think it’s gross.

said “In a moment we catch a
glimpse of the potential of all
that we can be and in a moment
we can lose that to fear.”
Apparently, two out of three
workers feel unfulfilled in their
jobs. Many desire change, but
admit to a fear of failure holding
them back. When did we invite
these demons, fear and selfdoubt, into our lives? As children, there were no such fears.
Failures? Never! If we fell, we got

up, dusted ourselves down,
learned from the experience and
had another go.
Have you ever wondered what
happened? When, how and why
did it happen? We grew up! The
fears and self-doubt crept in and
we let them stay. Do you remember the first time the demons won?
Demons kept winning and we
kept losing in the game of life. If
we don’t take control of our lives
the demons will keep us locked in

as they patrol the perimeters of
our comfort zones.
We cannot change the past,
but we can change our tomorrows by our actions today. We
have to realise it will take perseverance, effort and time.
Lao Tzu said “A journey of a
thousand miles begins with one
step”. So, let’s look at that step. To
escape from that prison we need
goals and we have to take action.
Rational fears are part of our instinctual “fight or flight” strategies. Irrational fears are usually
a case of “False Evidence Appearing Real” and are of our
own making. It’s said that “it’s all
in the mind” and it usually is.
We talk to ourselves, in our
thoughts, more than we talk to

anyone else. What are we saying?
Try changing “I can’t” to “I can
and I will!”.
Remember The Little Engine
That Could? Can you hear him
chugging up the hill, well beyond
his comfort zone? “I think I can,
I think I can” and, when he
reached the top, “I thought
I could, I thought I could”. Let’s
take control of our lives. Explore
beyond our comfort zones. Kick
into touch those twin demons
and enjoy the thrill of success.
My challenge: go to the edge;
trust yourself and your mentors;
be ‘pushed’ and soar like eagles.
Céline Dion sings it beautifully:
“You gave me wings and made
me fly. You touched my hand,
I could touch the sky.”
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LETTERS & CHURCH EVENTS

Letters

Source Church Christmas Services
The

Real cost of street lighting switch-off scheme
In 1974 when we had the 3-day week and street lighting was switched off to save energy,
there was a significant increase in road casualties. Following representations to the government of the day, it was confidently expected that street lighting would not be targeted
for energy saving purposes in the future. (The energy used for street lighting is minimal
compared to home use for tumble dryers, immersion heaters etc or computers left on in
offices etc). The latest (2005) estimates of the cost of a fatal accident, excluding Human
Costs, is £564,490. Against this figure, the savings from this latest ‘switch off’ campaign
look insignificant. If Human Costs are taken into consideration, the figure rises to over
£1.6 million. I hope you find the above of interest.

Roger Almond

The Source for HP6?
Congratulations on the excellent publishing debut of a badly-needed information paper
to cover this much-neglected area. Great Missenden, Prestwood and surrounding communities tend to receive scant coverage in other media. Looking through a recent edition of a newspaper which is supposed to cover this area, saw very few relevant articles.
They say that imitation is the highest form of praise and I am hoping to publish a similar version for the Amersham urban area. Believe it or not, despite having two local
newspapers, we too feel neglected. A quick flick through these papers will reveal that
most of their contents have nothing to do with Amersham. Good luck for the future.

Henry Wizgier, local journalist

Congratulations

December
Sunday 2
Christingle Alive
10am St Peter & St Paul, Great
Missenden
Morning Family Service
10.30am Great Missenden
Baptist Church
Supporting "Angel Tree"
(part of the charity Prison Fellowship) giving gifts to the children of prisoners at Christmas.
Christmas is coming
Café style church 10.30am
King’s Church, Prestwood,
Prestwood Junior School,
Clare Road
Advent Carol service
by candlelight 6pm St John
The Baptist, Little Missenden
Advent carols: Service of
Lights with Holy Communion
6pm St Peter & St Paul, Great
Missenden

Many congratulations on your 1st issue of The Source. We found it very interesting
and there’s a definite information gap in the market for something like this. I would
be very interested in submitting a regular article for The Source. My husband and I
moved into Prestwood in 2005 and think the village is fantastic.

Reflections on Christmas Evening Service 8pm
Great Missenden Baptist
Church

L.M.C.

Thursday 13

Message from the Editors
Thanks for all your messages of support. We've had so many positive letters, emails and
calls since publishing the first edition in October that we can’t include them all here. We
did, however, have one less enthusiastic reader who said: “Missenden is dead. It has no
heart. It has no centre. It has no future. What was needed for change should have been
done years ago and now it’s too late. Anyone who thinks otherwise is wearing rose-tinted
spectacles”. These are actual comments from a local resident who viewed any and all efforts to do anything positive locally as futile. He did subsequently leave us another message apologising for 'going over the top' but was he right in his initial comments? What’s
your view? Please contact us and let us know how you feel about these sentiments.
Please send your letters to The Source by email to editor@hp16.org.uk or by post to
HP16 – The Source, c/o Great Missenden Library, High Street, Great Missenden,
HP16 0AL.

Woodlands – Churches Together Carols 4pm Woodlands
Nursing Home

Midnight Communion
11.30pm St John the Baptist,
the Lee

Light up a Life (see p6) 7pm
Prestwood Methodist Church

Midnight Mass 11.30pm
Holy Trinity Prestwood.

Thursday 20

Midnight mass preceded by
carols 11.30pm St John The
Baptist, Little Missenden

Lighthouse Carol Singing
5.30pm Great Missenden
Station

Friday 21
Carol Service with Holy Trinity Choir 7pm Holy Trinity
Church Prestwood

Sunday 23
Family Christmas Praise
10am Little Kingshill Baptist
Church

Christmas Communion
8am St John The Baptist, Little
Missenden

Carol service with Holy
Communion 11.30am
Little Hampden
Christingle Services
3.00pm & 5.00pm Holy Trinity
Church Prestwood

Saturday 15

9 lessons and carols by candlelight 6pm St John The Baptist, Little Missenden
Candlelit Carol Service
6pm Great Missenden Baptist
Church

Tuesday 18
Advent Reconciliation Service
8pm Immaculate Heart of
Mary – RC

Wednesday 19
Chalk Leys – Churches Together Carols 2pm Chalk Leys
Nursing Home

Christmas Day

Carols Together 10.30am
King’s Church Prestwood,
Prestwood Junior School,
Clare Road

Carols service 6pmSt Peter &
St Paul, Great Missenden

Christingle Service at the
PARISH CHURCH 10.30am
St John the Baptist, the Lee
(together with Lee Common
Methodist)

Midnight Communion
11.30pm Ballinger

Holy Communion 8am
Holy Trinity Prestwood

Carols by Candlelight
6pm St John the Baptist,
The Lee

Sunday 16

Midnight Communion
11.30pm St Peter & St Paul,
Great Missenden

Carol Service 10.30am
Prestwood Methodist

Crib Service with a Nativity
Story in interactive form for
very young children,
refreshments after in the
Church Cottage. 10.30am Holy
Trinity Church Prestwood

A Lad in a Manger –
Family Pantomime by Michael
Forster 4pm & 7pm Cafe Lite at
Prestwood Village Hall. Tickets
£2 adults - £1 for 4-11yrs –
under 4 free obtainable from
01494 862257 or at the door

Midnight Communion
11.30pm Little Kingshill Baptist
Church

Carols by Candlelight
6pm Little Kingshill Baptist
Church

Carols by Candlelight
7pm Lee Common Methodist

Christmas Eve –
Monday 24
Christingle 3pm Ballinger
Crib Service 4.00pm
St John the Baptist, the Lee
Children’s crib service
5pm St John The Baptist, Little
Missenden
Children's Mass 6pm
Immaculate Heart of Mary RC
Carols by Candlelight
6pm Little Kingshill Baptist
Church
Crib service 6pm St Peter & St
Paul, Great Missenden
Service of Light 8.00pm
Holy Trinity Prestwood
Carols 9.30pm Immaculate
Heart of Mary RC
Mass (of Midnight) followed
by light refreshments in
Damien Hall 10pm Immaculate Heart of Mary RC

Holy Communion 8am
St Peter & St Paul, Great
Missenden
Christmas Communion
9.15 St Andrew’s, Hyde Heath
Family Worship 9.30am
Prestwood Methodist
Parish Eucharist 9.30am,
Holy Trinity Prestwood
Christmas Praise 9.30am
Little Kingshill Baptist Church
Family Communion
10.00am St John the Baptist,
the Lee
Celebrate the gift 10-10.45am
King’s Church Prestwood.
Prestwood Junior School,
Clare Road
Celebration Communion
10.00am St Peter & St Paul,
Great Missenden
Christmas Parish
Communion 10.30am St John
The Baptist, Little Missenden
Journeys - Worship for all the
Family 10.30-11.15am
Great Missenden Baptist
Church
Christmas Lunch – run by
Churches Together 1pm
Great Missenden Baptist
Christmas lunch in the
hall, or delivered to your
door, for those who would
otherwise either be on
their own or unable to get
a Christmas lunch. For information about the lunch
or to offer help please
phone 01494 865965.

Email: editor@hp16.org.uk
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Source HP16 events
The

November
Sunday 25 November
Christmas Fair Prestwood Junior School, Clare Road, 11am2pm. Details 01494 863687

Wednesday 28 November
Great Missenden Festive
Evening. Carol singing and festive music, storytelling and
Christmas crafts, late night
shopping, switching on of the
library tree lights at 7pm, and
much, much more. Venues
along the High street including:
Roald Dahl Museum and Story
Centre (free entry from 3.30 –
7pm); Great Missenden Library
– children’s event, coffee and
shortbread – open until 8 pm.

December
Saturday 1 December
Christmas Lights Switch-on at
Chequers Parade, Prestwood at
5pm (see page 3). Details from
Laurel Swayne 01494 863080.
Art Exhibition a Misbourne
School project at Chesham
Town Hall. 9.30am-6pm.
Christmas Fayre at Damien
Hall (below Catholic Church,
Great Missenden High Street)
10am-12.30 pm.
Christmas Bazaar with carol
singing and fireworks at
Prestwood Infants School, Moat
Lane, 1pm. Details 01494 862263.
Christmas Fair at Lee
Common Primary School,
2pm, with stalls, gifts and raffle.
Details 01494 837267.

Wednesday 5 December
Prestwood Afternoon W.I.
Christmas Favourites - bring
your favourite Christmas recipe
with samples. Village Hall
2.15pm. Details 01494 866894.

Thursday 6 December
Barkbelly and other Terrific
Tales for 7+ year olds at
Memorial Centre, Great
Missenden. An evening with
Cat Weatherill, performance
storyteller. Tickets from the
Roald Dahl Museum and Story
Centre Tel: 01494 892192.

Friday 7 December
Sid Kipper popular entertainer
at Great Hampden Village Hall.
Details 01494 488502.

Saturday 8 December
Christmas Fair and Santa’s
grotto at Great Missenden C of
E Combined School, Church
Street, 1pm. Details 01494
862310
Great Missenden Choral Society Christmas Concert at St
Peter and St Paul Church, Great
Missenden 7.30pm. Tickets
£12.50 [students £5] from
Christopher Pallet, 5 Station
Approach, Great Missenden

Sunday 9 December
Prestwood Nature Work party
at Perks Lane Picnic Site. Dogwood clearance., parking on
site off Hampden Road. 10am1pm. Details Tony Marshall
01494 864251.

Tuesday 11 December
Prestwood Evening W.I.
Christmas meeting. Entertainment by The Bonaccords. Prestwood Village Hall 7.45pm.
Details Mrs. Helen Glenister
01494 863972.

Wednesday 12 December
Christmas Carol Concert Prestwood Afternoon and
Evening WI – in aid of Prestwood Area community Transport at Prestwood Village Hall
7.30pm. Tickets £2.50 from
Wynyard Wright and Ellis.

Thursday 13 December
Little Kingshill W. I. meeting
at Little Kingshill Village Hall
1.30-5pm. Details: Margaret
Emery 01494 863859.
Prestwood Gardening Society
AGM followed by Favourite Gardening Books and Gardens. Betty
Hardy Village Hall 8pm. Details
from Joan Hawes 01494 865272.

Saturday 15 December
Little Kingshill W. I. Christmas
Dinner - evening event. Details
Margaret Emery 01494 863859.
The Roald Dahl Foundation
Christmas Concert with Joanna
Lumley, Geoffrey Palmer, John
Waite and Andrew Wincott at St
Peter and St Paul Church, Great
Missenden 7.30pm. Tickets £25
from 01494 890465.
Café Lite, A Lad in a Manger.
Family Pantomime. Prestwood
Village Hall, 4pm and 7.30pm,
tickets £2 adults and £1 children
& concessions. Tickets from
Colin Veysey 01494 862257

Sunday 16 December
Prestwood Nature Field day
(Meet 49 Lodge Lane, Prestwood;
activities, always concerned with
natural history, are decided near
the time) 2-4pm Details Tony
Marshall 01494 864251.

Monday 17 December
POD (Prestwood Open Door)
group “Christmas decorations”,
Douglas Tyler. Prestwood
Village Hall, 2.30-4pm. Details:
01494 864768

Wednesday 19 December
Special Christmas Bounce
and Rhyme for babies and preschool children. Great Missenden Library. 10.30-11am

Thursday 20 December
Great Missenden W.I. Christmas party and entertainment
at Great Missenden Memorial

Hall 7.30pm. Details Elizabeth
Webster 01494 862000

Friday 21 December

Sunday 9 December

Tuesday 15 January

Chocolate decorating
For all ages:

Chiltern Business Club Management Game - Getting the
Price Right. Missenden Abbey
7pm. Details: Sandra Webb
01494 890980.

Special Christmas story time
for pre school children. Great
Missenden Library 2pm.

Saturday 15 December

Father Christmas
Float Schedule

Sunday 16 December

December 2007

Make a Christmas crocodile
For all ages

Make your own Revolting
Recipe! For 6+ year olds

Rotary Club of
Great Missenden.
ALL ROUTES START AT
5:30pm unless otherwise stated

Saturday 22 December

Sunday 9 GREAT MISSENDEN

Sunday 23 December

Tuesday 11 SOUTH HEATH

Chocolate decorating
For all ages

Puppet-making
For 5+ year-olds

Wednesday 12
LITTLE KINGSHILL

24/25/26/27 December

Friday 14 PRESTWOOD

THE MUSEUM IS CLOSED

Saturday 15
PRESTWOOD, CHEQUERS
PARADE, 10.00 am to 1.00pm

Friday 28 December

Monday 17 PRESTWOOD

Saturday 29 December

Tuesday 18
LITTLE KINGSHILL

George’s Marvellous Experiments For 7+ year olds

Thursday 17 January
Great Missenden W.I. Talk on
the royal collection of stagecoaches at the Great Missenden
Memorial Hall 7.30pm. Details
Elizabeth Webster 01494
862000.

Saturday 19 January
Prestwood Nature Demonstration Wildlife Garden at
Sprinters Leisure Centre,
Honor End Road, Prestwood,
continued clearance. Car-parking on site, 10am-1pm. Details
Tony Marshall 01494 864251.

Saturday 26 January

ing on site off Hampden Road.
Further dogwood clearance,
10am-1pm. Details Tony Marshall 01494 864251.

Monday 18 February
Chiltern Business Club How
to get involved with The Youth
Enterprise Scheme. Presentation by Chiltern and Aylesbury
Vale Youth Enterprise. Missenden Abbey, 7pm. Details
Sandra Webb 01494 890980.

Sunday 24 February
Prestwood Nature Field day
2-4pm (see details 16 December)

Weekly events
Wednesdays
"Bounce & Rhyme" Songs &
Nursery Rhymes for babies &
pre-school children. Great Missenden library, 10:30-11 am
every week during term time.

Thursdays

Dirty Beasts – Storytelling For
5+ year-olds

Quiz Night in aid of the Anne
Roberts Foundation of Hope for
Children, Oldham Hall, Church
Street, Great Missenden, 8pm.
Details: 01494 864639

Wednesday 19 PRESTWOOD

Sunday 30 December

Sunday 27 January

Fridays

Friday 21 PRESTWOOD

Make a Roald Dahl bookmark
FREE for Museum visitors.

Prestwood Nature Field day
2-4pm (see 16 December)

31 Dec & 1 January

Saturday 2 February

Story time for pre-school children Great Missenden library
2pm Every week during term
time.

Saturday 22 GREAT MISSENDEN HIGH
STREET 10.00am to 1.00pm
Monday 24 - PRESTWOOD

Winter events
at The Roald Dahl
Museum and
Story Centre
81-83 High Street
Great Missenden
Bucks HP16 0AL
01494 892192

THE MUSEUM IS CLOSED

Wednesday 20 February
All about chocolate For 8+
year-olds 2.30 – 4pm
For other events up in January
and February see the website.
Free drop-in storytelling and craft
activities for children and families
take place at weekends and everyday in the school holidays

2008

www.roalddahlmuseum.org

Saturday 5 January

The Museum, Shop and Café
Twit are open 10am to 5pm
Tuesday to Sunday, plus halfterm Mondays.

Prestwood Nature Work party
at Kiln Corner / Moat Lane
Pond. Removal of excess vegetation. Meet at junction of Kiln
Road & Moat Lane, Prestwood,
10am-12noon. Details Tony
Marshall 01494 864251.

Unless otherwise stated there is
a charge for activities, in addition to the museum entry
charge. Many activities should
be pre booked. For more information contact the Roald Dahl
Museum and Story Centre

Saturday 1 December
Discover Dahl’s Archives For
10+ year olds. FREE for museum visitors.

Sunday 2 December
Make your own Revolting
Recipe! For 6+ year-olds

Saturday 8 December
Crodsquinkling Christmas
craft activities For all ages

Prestwood Nature Work party
at Angling Spring Wood. Meet
at gate by main road. Removing
old fences and holly saplings.
10am-1pm. Details Tony Marshall 01494 864251.
Cabaret Evening Rotary Club
of Great Missenden at Ballinger
War Memorial Hall 7.30pm.
Tables for eight with tickets to
include supper £12.50 per head
(cash bar and raffle) from Alan
Jones-01494 863887.

Saturday 9 February
Quiz Night Great Missenden
C of E Combined School,
Church Street. Tickets and information from 01494 862310.

Tuesday 12 February
Prestwood Evening W.I. Target Tuberculosis talk by Mrs
Wright-Warren. Prestwood Village Hall 7.45pm. Details Mrs.
Helen Glenister 01494 863972.

Tuesday 8 January

Thursday 14 February

Prestwood Evening W.I. Water
and Water Supplies talk by Mrs
Smith. Prestwood Village Hall
7.45pm. Details Mrs. Helen
Glenister 01494 863972.

Little Kingshill W. I. meets at
Little Kingshill Village Hall,
1.30-5pm. Details: Margaret
Emery 01494 863859.
Prestwood Gardening Society
Hebridian Journey, Gordon
Langsbury. Village Hall, 8pm.
Details from Joan Hawes 01494
865272.

Thursday 10 January
Little Kingshill W. I. meeting
at Little Kingshill Village Hall
1.30-5pm. Details: Margaret
Emery 01494 863859.
Prestwood Gardening Society
The Emerald Isle, John Gosnell.
Village Hall 8pm. Details from
Joan Hawes 01494 865272.

Saturday 16 February
Little Kingshill W. I. Jumble
Sale Little Kingshill Village
Hall. Details: Margaret Emery
01494 863859.
Prestwood Nature Work party
at Perks Lane Picnic Site. Park-

Weekly lunch club Baptist hall
Great Missenden for over 55's.
Details Sally Appleby 01494
488549.

In school holidays
Great Missenden library See
special events advertised in the
library and on the web site
www.buckscc.gov.uk/librarie.
New opening hours Monday –
closed; Tuesday 9.30am -5pm;
Wednesday 9.30am -5pm;
Thursday 9.30am -1pm; Friday
9.30am -7pm; Saturday 9.30am
-1pm; Sundays and Bank holidays – closed
Prestwood Mobile library
Prestwood Village Hall alternate Wednesday 11.40-12.30
December 5, 19
Local Councillors’ Surgery
County District and Parish
Councillors available to meet
with residents, Great Missenden Library 1st Saturday of
each month 10-11am.

Tell people about
your forthcoming
events
If you run a local community organisation
planning an event in
HP16 tell us about it.
Send details including:
date; event; venue; time;
cost [if any]; contact
name, telephone
number and e mail
address [if available].
To: editor@hp16.org.uk
or tel:01494 865333
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A dancer’s story
by Sophie Free
Next stop: Sadler’s Wells

When I joined Chiltern Academy I was just one of many little
girls with aspirations of being
Margot Fonteyn and by the time
I was 10 dancing was all consuming. Jane Anderson’s reputa-

tion as an established choreographer gave us the most incredible opportunities to perform at
places such as The Barbican. My
years at Chiltern Academy led
me to follow a career in dance. I

travelled the world and now I
enjoy life as a freelance jazz and
tap teacher and choreographer. I
know that I owe my career to
that wonderful nurturing dance
education in Prestwood.
Jane is still at the helm and
is continuing to provide a high
standard of training for aspiring
dancers of all ages. The kids
have enjoyed opportunities to
perform in productions such as
Joseph in the West End, not to
mention the prestigious Prestwood Pantomime!
The same perfect balance
between discipline and enjoyment is still there and thirty
years on the classes are still
crammed full but now it’s less
Margot Fonteyn, more Sharpay!
Shame on you if you haven’t
seen High School Musical! For
more details visit www.chilternacademy.net.

Missenden FC
are back on top
Mixed fortunes for
Prestwood Colts U11
If taking the 11 plus wasn’t
enough, Sunday morning football became quite literally a whole
new ball game for the boys at
Prestwood Colts U11s as they
moved up to full 11-a-side
matches for the new season. Having finished last season as champions they lost all of their early
games, leaving them bottom of
the table in mid November.
U11s manager, Paul Withams, wasn’t altogether surprised
at the start to the season. ‘We
knew things were going to be
tough for them. There’s a lot to
learn and I’m sure they’ll have
something to shout about before
too long.’
On the brighter side there
was some great news for three of
the U11 squad, George Layton,
Jack Taylor and Rufus Welton, as
they were selected for the school
district team that represents the

whole South Bucks area, with
four of their team-mates also
being selected for trials.
Prestwood Colts squads
range from Under 6 to Under 16
and play their home games on
Prestwood Common every Sun-

day morning in their distinctive
claret and blue strip.
If you’re interested in getting involved why not call club chairman, Julian Smith, on 07802
688205 to find out how you can
join in.

Restored to the Premier Division
of the Chesham Sunday Football
League for the first time in four
years, Missenden FC made a
good start to the new season,
gaining four points from
their first three games. ‘We’re delighted
with
the
start’
commented manager Neale
Redding. ‘But the big tests are
still to come, like the local derby
against Prestwood side Eldorado
Diamonds!’
Formed in 1987 and playing
home games at Buryfield, the
club was relegated from the Premier Division in 2002 but regained its status with a
campaign that featured 28 goals
from 12 League games with

FA Cup, here we come!

Kenny Ellis scoring 20 in all
competitions.
Over the past three years,
Missenden has won both the
Subsidiary Cup and Junior Invi-

tation, making it one of the top
Sunday teams in the area. Visit
the club’s website at www.clubwebsite.co.uk/missendenfc for
more information.

Cricketers ready for 2008

U11 Colts - It’s a marathon, not a sprint

Ballinger Waggoners Cricket
Club has begun preparations for
the summer of 2008, its sixth
season in the Mid-Bucks Premier league, with a full programme for adults and juniors.
With 2nd place in 2003 its best
league position to date, a winter
of training might just be the
push the 1st team need to get
across the line. The club has 200

junior members supported by a
dedicated team of 20 qualified
coaches. With indoor courses
being run during the Spring
half-term and at Easter there
will be plenty of cricket available
for enthusiastic youngsters. If
you want to know more about
the Waggoners please visit the
website at www.ballingerwaggonerscc.co.uk.

Beat that,
Kevin Pietersen

Deadline for submissions and advertisements for our next edition is Friday 25th January 2008

